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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
ETHIOPIA PART 3 


J 894/1642/1 No. 1 

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN ETHIOPIA 


Ut\ Lasrvile# to Mr . Bevtn* 

(No. 8. Secret) Addis Ababa. 

Si]-. 22nd January t 1949. 

The Ethiopian draft for a general treaty 
envisages the conclusion, as part of that 
treaty, of an extradition agreement. In 
this connexion* and in amplification of llie 
reports already communicated by the Presi¬ 
dent of the High Court, Mr M J. Abbott, 
on (he organisation and work of the High 
Court (set' despatches Nos. 01 and 189 of 
5th May and 6th December, 1947. respec¬ 
tively), I have the honour to give the 
following brief assessment of the general 
position as regards the administration of 
justk-c an Ethiopia. 

2. Justice in the provinces remains 
largely of the patriarchal sort. The execu¬ 
tive not being properly separated from the 
judiciary, obstacles can be, and frequently 
are. placed in the way of an aggrieved 
party resident in this count n who may 
seek to appeal to a higher court; and this 
h so despite the fact that* in theory, the 
Administration of Justice Proclamation 
of 1942 and the Court Procedure Rules of 
1943 permit anybody who is a party to 
legal proceedings within the jurisdiction 
of a l onunumi], regional or provincial court 
to have the rase transferred to the High 
Court. Nevertheless. I think that, so long 
as -s competent British judge continued as 
president of the High Court, it would be 
possible in practice for the Legation to 
ensure the hearing by that court of all cases 
where the accused had been extradited, 
Subject, therefore, to an important quali¬ 
fication to which I shall revert later the 
state of justice in the lower courts need not 
be further considered here. 

3 Even in the High Court itself, despite 
every effort by Mr. Abbott to inculcate 
sound principles of justice, certain divi 
lions still do not attain to a proper stan¬ 
dard of judicial procedure. There is mu 
fi single Ethiopian judge with proper judb 
eiaJ qualifications of the academic sort. 
Many of the judges are drawn from the 
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ranks of Government servants in other 
departments of the administration who, 
through lack of education, ability or intelU 
getue, were considered unsuitable for their 
positions, although they had not done any¬ 
thing to merit dismissal from Government 
service- These judges, however, are rele¬ 
gated to the less important divisions of the 
High Court, In the criminal division, 
justice attains on the whole to a reasonable 
standard, and any person surrendered 
under an extradition agreement would. J 
believe, receive a fair trial in present cir¬ 
cumstances. 

4 The position in the Supreme Imperial 
Court, in which appeals from decisions of 
the High Court are heard, is less satisfac¬ 
tory, and has been so particularly during 
lhe past eighteen mnnms. The Supreme 
Imperial Court consists of only two per¬ 
manent judges, l H~»th Ethiopian: the A fa 
Negus or 11 Mouth of the King." and the 
Vice-A fa Negus. These never sit on the 
same court together, the bench of three 
judges being made up of one of them and 
of two judges from the High Court, nomi¬ 
nated for the purpose by the president of 
the High Court, Appeals from decisions 
of the High Court are allowed all too fre¬ 
quently. This means that the Supreme Im- 
penal Court has a longer list of cases 
pending than it can deal with in reason¬ 
able time, and lends to considerable delays 
in pronouncing decisions on appeals All 
too often, moreover, the Supreme Imperial 
Court merely sends back rases for retrial 
in the High' Court: and this again slows 
up the whole process of the administration 
of justice. The most serious criticism, 
however, which can be levelled against the 
Supreme Imperial Court is ihat it is sub¬ 
ject to political pressure and liable to make 
its decisions accordingly. From the point 
of view of the question under consideration, 
this detect of the Supreme Court is, of 
course, far more important than those of 
the tribunals below the High Court; for it 
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means that, even if the British president 
(d the EEisner tan be counted on U> arrange 
for the trial of till extradition eases by hub- 
self and his colleagues in the first instance, 
tlie pjxtiecutian always could, where the 
Ethiopian Government thought it worth 
while, secure the over ruling of his decision 
by means of an appeal. Tins is rendered 
possible, as it would not be in the United 
Kingdom or most other countries, because 
under the Court Procedure Rules of 1943 
appeals against acquittal are allowed not 
merely on questions of law but on any other 
ground (or, in practice, no ground at all). 
As mentioned in one of Mr. Abbott’s 
reports referred to in paragraph 1 above, 
he has attempted to secure, by appeal to the 
Emjjoror* the limitation of these excessive 
powers of appeal lo cases involving ques¬ 
tions of law; but so far without results, 
Even, moreover* if this limitation were 
secured, the result would not lie wholly 
satisfactory in view of the defective charac¬ 
ter of the code of laws in force (see below) 
and the consequent necessity for loose inter¬ 
pretations of it which cun easily be chal¬ 
lenged, 

As regards the question of punish¬ 
ment there is no modern Ethiopian crimi¬ 
nal code. Shortly after bis oece&tion (in 
1930 ), the Emperor issued a code teed 
mainly oil the decrees of former rulers of 
Ethiopia, which are collectively known as 
the 11 bit ha Negast," (I presume copies of 
it w ill have lieen gent to the Foreign Office 
at the time, but the Legation's archives for 
that period have been destroyed.) The code 
is chiefly remarkable For its incorporation 
of the principle of grading punishments 
according to the education and status of 
the offender, the poor and ignorant receiv¬ 
ing smaller punishments than the well-to- 
do and educated for any particular type of 
offence. This principle, though alien to 
Brit ish conceptions of justice, has intrinsi¬ 
cally much to recommend it in n backward 
and primitive country where the poor are 
not only illiterate but also extremely 
ignorant. Although it gives the judges 
more latitude than may be thought 
theoretically desirable, it should not. in mv 
submission, lead in itself to results which 
would cause uk to regret the existence of 
nn extradition agreement, so long as. the 
judges concerned were of the right quality* 

A British subject extradited to Ethiopia 
for an offence committed there would, 
indeed, be liable to a more severe punish¬ 
ment (since he would almost always be 
rightly regarded us sufficient I v educated to 


have the means of knowing what the law 
is) than an uneducated Ethiopian extra¬ 
dited for the same offence. He would not, 
however, be punished with undue severity 
by British standards of criminal justice, 
whereas the Ethiopian offender would 
benefit by what is regarded in this country 
as ati intrinsically equitable safeguard* 

6 The last sentence above requires 
amplification. In Mr. Abbott's opinion, 
the punishments laid down for major 
Crimes, such as murder, slave den ling, 
armed robbery and robbery with violence, 
are satisfactory in that, within the frame¬ 
work of [his sliding scale principle 
described above, the most severe sentences 
permissible are not too severe nor the most 
lenient tt,K> lenient. For minor crimes, 
however, they are Jess satisfactory, the 
maximum penalty being frequently too 
light while the minimum tends to be loo 
severe. 

7. I should add here that I am not very 
familiar with the working of extradition 
treaties in practice. It is provided in the 
Ethiopian draft, and seems Lo he a fairly 
common provision, in extradition treaties, 
that the State to which an extradition re¬ 
quest ik addressed " need " not surrender 
its own nationals; and in some treaties 
which 1 have read it is provided that the 
requested, State will not surrender its own 
nationals. Where the provision is of the 
facultative sort. I do uot know huw fur it 
Ik the rule, rather than the exception, for 
the authorities of the requested State to 
avail themselves of it and to refuse extra 
dition. In so far as it may be the rule, 
the ' sliding scale principle would nos, 
except in the cose of nationals of third 
Powers, constitute a bar Lo the conclusion 
of a a e\ 1 rad 1 1 ion agreement w i t h Ethiopia; 
for, in respect, of Ethiopian subjects while 
we might see moral objections to an 
arrangement obliging its to hand owr 
wanted persons to the workings of an 
excessively harsh legal code, we should 
presumably see none to handing them over 
to the workings of a code which, without 
being particularly harsh, was unequal as 
between the educated and the uneducated. 
In other words, so far us wanted Ethiopian 
offenders, are concerned, the operation of a 
principle which all Ethiopians regard os 
equitable need not worry us. There re¬ 
mains for consideration the extradition of 
the nationals of third Powers. Here, 
again, the extradition treaties which 1 have 
read vary (xmsidcrably. The Ethiopian 
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draft certainly envisages the extradition 
of third-power nationals, subject to the 
provisos contained in its article 3. lit re¬ 
spect ol sue 11 persons, the considerations 
set forth in paragraph a above would 
appear tm apply ; we should be handing 
them over to a system of justice which 
would, in theory, tend to treat them mare 
severely than it would treat ignorant 
Ethiopian subjects accused of the same 
offence; but we should not. except its the 
case of minor crimes, lie handing them over 
to a system of justice which was, even 
potentially* unduly harsh* 

s, Over and above this possibly major 
^implication of the “sliding scale prin¬ 
ciple 1 in the Ethiopian code, however, it 
must be said that the wide in general is of 
a highly arc halt type which would not he 
approved in its entirety by any modern 
jurist. To take only one example, the 
chapter (No. 12) covering the taking of 
human life makes no adequate distinction 
between murder and manslaughter, and 
sanctions the payment of blood-money even 
in circumstances where the verdict of an 
English jury would he murder, not man¬ 
slaughter. The difficulties of interpreting 
the code are well illustrated by the first two 
provisions of this chapter, which read 

■ 1st.—IV it is made clear by witnesses 
or by a man's own confession that 
the killing was done from hatred, 
out of revenge or in a sudden 
quarrel, he shall lie sentenced to 
death. 

* 2nd—Though the killing was done 
from hatred, out of revenge or in a 
sudden quarrel, it it be found on 
examination nut to be such as to 
deserve death, he shall lie punished 
by imprisonment or he shall pay 
blood-money/' 

This means that the Ethiopian High Court, 
under the influence of its British president, 
has to interpret the code with extreme 
latitude if modem conceptions of justice 
(apart from the complication of the 
“sliding stale principle ") are to be 
respected. In exceptional cases the High 
Court ha* actually to improvise its sentence 
without regard for the sentence prescribed 
in the code Such eases are j ure, But the 
ttnie omits entirely certain common crimes, 
such as the receiving of stolen property; 
and in that case also improvisation has to 
be resorted to. 
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9. There is. indeed* a new code “ in the 
(iffing.’' It was tirafted by Mr. >t&reia, the 
Palestinian judge employed as adviser by 
the Ethiopian Government, and is regarded 
by Mr. Abbott as fairly satisfactory 
But it has lieen complete on paper for a 
considerable time now, and it is not yet at 
all certain whether it will ever be adopted. 
The opposition to its adoption which un¬ 
doubtedly exists is difficult to analyse with 
any precision: but it seems that lu [his 
backward country, where there are many 
high l v reactionary influences,, including 
notably that of the Hergy, there is a strong 
sentimental attachment to the “ ancient 
ways 1 ' as prescribed in the Fitha 
Negast." 

10. To sum up, it seems dear that the 
judicial system here would Ik such as to 
render an extradition agreement unsatis¬ 
factory even if we could count on the in¬ 
definite continuance of the present arrange¬ 
ment whereby the president of the High 
Court is a qualified British judge in whose 
appointment His Majesty s Government 
have been consul ted The tribunals below 

the High Court are unsatisfactory, though 
this is nut an insuperable bar since they 
could probably Lt circumvented in practice. 
The tribunal alove the High Court is un¬ 
satisfactory, and could not he ti ream vented 
in cases where the Ethiopian Government, 
or highly-placed Ethiopian personalities 
with private interests at stake, thought it 
worth while to arrange for an appeal The 
code officially applied (apart from incor¬ 
porating a judicial principle which* though 
alien to us, is not necessarily inequitable 
here) is archaic and unsatisfactory* Over 
and above these objections, however, is the 
fact that we shall not be able to count on 
indefinite continuance of the present 
arrangements relating to the presidency of 
the High Court. It. is not proposed even 
to trv to secure the perpetuation of these 
arrangements within the framework of 
ihc new treaty and its annexes. What is 
contemplated is a “gentlemans agree¬ 
ment " which* as such, would lost only as 
long as the Ethiopians cared to observe it. 
The French* and latterly the Americana 
algo, have been n good deal concerned at 
this from the point of view of the interests 
of their own nationals. From that same 
point of view their remonstrances, however 
natural, trail indeed be met by the argument 
that an Anglo-Ethiopian treaty is not. in 
general, designed to protect the interests of 
third Powers, and that it is for the United 
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States and French Governments to con¬ 
clude treaties of their own with Ethiopia. 
I suggest, however, that the same argument 
cannot be used in the particular context of 
an extradition agreement: in this context 
we have a definite obligation to take into 
consideration the probable effects on the 
nationals of third Powers. Were we our- 
selves tn reach the conclusion that the state 
of justice in Ethiopia rendered extradition 
agreements undesirable, we should have 
cause to complain if the French, for in¬ 
stance, concluded an extradition agreement 
obliging the authorities in French Somali¬ 
land to extradite a British subject wanted 
by the Ethiopian authorities; and the same 
applies in the revere. 

11 I realise that a negative decision by 
His Majesty’s Government on this subject 
may well complicate the problem of t,on- 
M tiding a general treaty with Ethiopia. 
Hitherto we have indicated to the 
Ethiopians that, while we object to the 
” omnibus form of their draft, we should 
have no objection to covering* in separate 
agreements, all the questions which that 
draft is designed to cover, It will nut. be 
easv to e\plain to them without giving 
offence why we consider that an exception 
must be made in the case of extradition. 
But the facts are inescapable. I should be 
glad to Team, for my own information, 
whether, in roughly similar cases, t .ft., pro¬ 
pos'd extradition agreements with corrupt 


and backward countries of Central and 
South America, His Majesty's Government 
have in fact, declined for similar reasons to 
conclude such agreements. 

12. The very awkwardness of this prob¬ 
lem from the point of view of the rapid 
conclusion of a general treaty may, of 
course, serve to accelerate the reform of the 
Ethiopian judicial system. If I could 
indicate to the Ethiopian authorities that 
we were not prepared to consider the con¬ 
clusion id an extradition agreement until 
they had introduced the reforms for which 
Mr. Abbott has been pressing, this might- 
well shake them out of their present 
lethargy' The introduction of the modern 
code of laws which has already been drawn 
up for them, and the limitation of the right 
to appeal to the Supreme Imperial Court 
against acquittals, would const itutc 
between them a very important advance. 

I must emphasise once more, however, that 
such reforms would neither make it safe 
to conclude an extradition agreement, nor 
give us ssecuriLy for the future as regards 
the protection of the interests of British 
subjects in general* We should merely 
have strengthened two out of three weak 
links in the chain, the third being the un¬ 
certain future as regards the foreign judges 
of the High Court and the right of British 
subjects to demand trial by them* 

1 have. Ssc. 

D. W* LASCEU.ES, 


J >m 1902 ) I No, 2 

ETHIOPIA: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS, 1948 

Mr, Lti&elhrs to Ur. Benin, 


(Xo. 11 . t onfitkntial) Addi.* Ababa. 
Sir. January, 194 B. 

With reference Lo Mr. Farquhar’s 
despatch Xo. 107 if 18th July, 3 0-17, I have 
the honour to transmit to you herewith a 
revised report on the heads of missions in 
Arldis Ababa. 

3 have, &fc* 

U W. LABrFLLEa 


Km-loflure in No 2 

Ki'piiH (»H Heath uf Minion* \ddw \h;iha 

I Passages marked with an asterisk arc reproduced 
from previous reports) 

Belgium 

M. Edouard Beckers* charge d'affaires. 

"Since the departure on 11th November* 3 945. of 
M* Eeman for Warsaw* the Belgian Legation has 


{Rtet inrd 'Awl February) 

been left in the charge of a former local estate 
manager named Beckers, a nonentity, but cue of the 
few Belgian subjects here. There is nest to no work, 
and w new minister need not be expected For some 
lime, (Written in 1946.) 

though M Beckers is officially charge d'affaires 
ad inttrrw i, there appears lo he no intention of 
appointing a minister. Be is a( least a very friendly 
nonentity. and lit and his pretty French wife are 
popular. He speaks excellent English, 

CzcdmlorakU 

M, J arcs lav Sc j nohi. minister, 

"Presenled his credentials on 15th June, 1944, 
Ykn accredited lo Greece mid Egypt, with his head¬ 
quarters in Cairo. Has not visited Ethiopia during 
the Inst two years. (Written in 194fi r ) 

M. Scjrvoha has still not visited Ethiopia, and 1 am 
uncertain whether he still functions m Cairo, despite 
the absorption of his country into the Soviet orbit. 

Etalfl* 

Since 78th December, ]9q7. the legation ha>. been 
in the charge of M Mikhail Farng. a friendly hut 
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ununportaui little Copt, who is shortly leaving on 
transfer to Moscow, where he will apparently be 
mm inter He and his amply proportioned wife are 
untiringly sociable and only really happy when they 
arc playing cards. His country's relations with 
Ethiopia have of late improved considerably ithough 
not, it scorns, through any action on his part), as a 
result of the settlement of the controversy regarding 
the suit us of the Ethiopian Coptic Church and (he 
withdrawal of the Egyptian claim to Massowa, The 
appointment of a new minister, Hassan Mazhar 
Ettendi* has b^cn announced, but he has not arrived 
yet and is said to be hesitating. 

Finance 

M. Jacques de Blesson. minister. 

’First arrived in Ethiopia in September 1944 us 
“charge de mission" while the Provisional French 
Government was still not recognised by Ethiopia. 
Obtained recognition in April 1945 and presented his 
credentials eight months later. He cun claim credit 
for having boon successful in negotiating an agree¬ 
ment with the Ethiopian Government over the diffi¬ 
cult question of the Frartco-Eihippian Railway and 
in arranging discussions of the Jibuti frontier question. 
Remained m the service of Vichy Government until 
Rome was captured in 1943. hut seems to have been 
Pro-Allied in sentiment. Hus a wife and four children 
here. Friendly and affable, and very willing to 
exchange information He speaks perfect English, 
and is all out for the closest co-opt 1 ration with this 
legation. Wc were tn push; together at Madrid some 
years ago, anil he has been a great help to me since 
my arrival* (Written in 1946.) 

M de B lesson has for some time past been dean 
of the Diplomatic Corps, and a very good one. 

Greece 

M. Spy ridon Tactics, charge d'affaires ctd infer tut. 

Arrived m November lff4&. Before that the 
legation had for over a year been in the charge of 
M, Aristomcnc Milbressis, who had a Soviet Russian 
wife and was somewhat suspect on political grounds. 
M. Edenes. on a short acquaintance, appears friendly 
^nd politically on the right lines, He has no easy 
test? with a large Greek colony, many of whom .ire 
of tile Extreme Left, Voting and unmarried, Speaks 
good French and fair English. 

Vihtr lands 

Count W. dc Rcchtexcn-Limpurg, minister, 

, Presented hts letters as minister on Kth June. 
just ijcfore I arrived* and r have not met him as he 
resides in Cairo, 

Norway 

M. Francis If gens, minister. 

Presented liis letters as minister on 6Lb October. 

Resides in Cairo, Norway had not previously 


been represented here, and the relations between 
the two countries arc negligible. On a short 
acquaintance* i. Ergens appeared somewhat pompous 
ana fussy, Married. 

Poland 

Dr. Z. W. Kuligowski, mmister. 

Dr. Kuligowski. who presented his letters as 
minister on 3rd October. 1947, apparently still 
resides in Cairo* and I have not met him, 

Snvii'l i n ton 

M. V.issili Rybakov, minister. 

Presented his letters as minister on 2£th December, 
IU4S, bis, legation basing been for a long time pre¬ 
viously in the charge of M. Grigori Shuluniba, a mild 
little Abkhazian. Married with two children. Came 
here from Reykjavik, Speaks tolerable English and 
German. A plump, middle-aged man with the 
characteristic grey and “sucty" look of the Soviet 
official, It is too early to attempt any assessment of 
his character, hut he has made an obvious effort to 
get oil to a friendly start. He brought with him a new 
first secretary' (M. Kharlamov) in replacetnent of 
M. Shialuniba. and it is rumoured that his stall is 
about to undergo further changes amounting io some¬ 
thing of a purge* possibly as a result of she recent 
esenp? of a nurse from the Soviet Hospital tn 
dramatic circumstances which have been reported 
elsewhere. 

Siveden 

M Nils Eric Lkbiad, charge d’affaires en litre. 

Arrived in October 1948. With his appointment, 
M Bagee. Lite Swedish Minister in Cairo, ceased to 
be accredited here a bo. M. Kkhlad. whose last post 
was Caracas, is enormous and rather loutish in 
appearance and boring in conversation. HN wife* a 
shv and agreeable woman* was formerly a dentist* 
J hey both '■peak good English. 

I ikireil Slates 

Mr. George R. McittJL minister* 

Presented his letters as minister on 21st December. 
1947 Fnmarricd. Slightly crippled from infantile 
paralysis, A friendly colleague, without any marked 
anti-British prejudices, but rather a light-weight. 
With the help of an American*horn Chinese "major- 
domo*” who appears to rule rather than serve* and 
a " Magnavox r “ gramophotic which lives up to its 
name* he entertains lavishly, indiscriminately and 
a I co helically, i He served for long in China, and 
carries with him a vague aura of the famous Shanghai 
Club bir. He is perhaps over-careful not to attempt 
to exert his influence over the American advisers, 
sonic of whom are definitely anti-British, but ! think 
hr could be relied upon to co-operate and pull his 
weight in any serious crisis. 
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No. 3 


ETHIOPIA: MARRIAGE OF PRINCESS AIDA DE$TA* GRAND¬ 
DAUGHTER OF THE EMPEROR* TO DEJAZMACH MANGASHA 
SEYUM 


Mr. Ltistrifes to Mr. Bemn . 


13. (’onfideutial) Addis A baba, 

1 lr ' 1st February t IfWft. 

} ^ ¥e the honour to report that Princess 
' Vnla Dost a. a granddaughter of the 


[Rt‘C> inrd 9 lit February) 

Emperor by the marriage of his daughter* 
Princes* IVmttVa Worq. to the late IUs 
Dt'sta Damtau, was mofTied on 30th 
January to neja/mach Mangwha Reyxuu. 
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son of Ra^ Seyum. Governor-Genera 1 i>f 
TigraL 

2. This is the third marriage, arranged 
by the Emperor t of Ids direct descendants 
with def endants of the Emperor Johannes. 
The first was the marriage of his daughter, 
Princess Zan&be Worq, to Dej&zmach 
Haile Selassie Rugsii. a nephew of Ra* 
SeyuEu As you are aware, she died in 
childbirth shortly before the Italian attack 
on Ethiopia, and subsequently ft&s Gugsa 
collaborated with the it alia ns in their 
aggression. (lie was brought to trial in 
1947 and sentenced to be hanged for high 
treason, but the sentence still awaits the 
Emperor's confirmation.) The second 
marriage was between the Grown Prince 
and the daughter of Ras Seyum There 
was. however, no male issue, and the 
marriage was subsequently dissolved. 

3. A son of Ras Seyum was killed in 
action against the forces of the Central 
Government some twenty years ago, and 
subsequent separatist tendencies in the 
Tigrai have received some support from the 
family of teas Seyum, though probably not 
from the Has himself. The most recent 
example was the Tigrai revolt in 1943, 

which was suppressed with the assistance 
of the British Military Mission to Ethiopia. 
Iteja/inach Mangasba, then about IS years 
old. was Acting Governor-General for his 
father, who was kept in forced residence at 
Addis Ababa. His attitude was am¬ 
biguous. and he gave it out that lie con¬ 
sidered himself too young to take any part 
in the confl id tm either side, XeverI \ leless„ 
he was brought as a prisoner to Addis 
Ababa, tried, and sentenced to be hanged. 
The sentence was quashed by a special 
appeal tribunal, and this decision was 
approved by the Emperor, who subse¬ 
quently arranged for him to he sent to 
Beirut to be educated at the American 
University, 

4. 'Hie marriage which has now taken 
place is thus of dynast it significance hi that 
it constitutes that matrimonial alliance 
with the line of the Emperor Johannes 
which the Emperor has tried twice before 
to arrange, but which subsequent events 
rendered nugatory. As will t« v seen, the 
voting imm who has now been taken into the 
imperial family was himself once under 
sentence of hanging for treason, and is a 
first cousin of a man who is still under that 
sentence. This is the measure of the 
Emperors desire to strengthen hb title, the 


comparative weakness of which hitherto 
has undoubtedly hampered him to some 
extent in his almost sirigiebanded struggle 
to achieve the modernisation of hb 
country, 

5. The marriage is of particular sign ill 
enure at the present political juncture, | 
when the Emperor appears to be likely to 
acquire Eritrea, or at any rate the more 
important part of it. in outright sove¬ 
reignty. Such an event would tend to 
threaten the sway of Shoa over " the 
north' 1 The trend of expansion has 
always been towards the south, and Addis 
Ababa, an enclave in almost purely Gal la 
country, lies far from the traditional centre 
of the Amhara. The Eritreans are, of 
course, considerably more advanced than 
any of the inhabitants of Ethiopia as at 
present constituted; but even the Tigraiam, 
who speak a language which is far more 
closely related to that of their Eritrean 
neighbours than to Amhnric. regard lhem 
selves with some reason as superior to. and 
*- purer than, the very mixed population 
of Shoa and of the south generally. There 
is thus a natural cominship and cohesion 
between Tigrai (and, to a lesser extent, 
Begemiiir) and Eritrea, which may yet 
prove dangerous to the Shoan line, but 
which will be somewhat less so by reason of 
the present marriage. 

ft. The dynastic position in Ethiopia is ' 
rather involved. The present Emperor 's I 
rbiini to the throne is by virtue of bis 
descent through Ms mother from King 
Salde Sol lassie of Shoa. There are living 
to-day two grandsons of Salde Sri lassie 
whose claim to the throne is probably 
stronger than that of the Emperor, Dej&z- 
mnrh Tave (ialnhite and Has Kassa Even 
within the Shoan hue. therefore, the 
Emperor's position is not unassailable on 
legitimist grounds. But both Ras Kassa 
and Dej&zmaeh Taye have formally 
mumiued their claims, and their descen¬ 
dants are not considered to be likely to wish 
to revive them. There are no direct j 
descendants of Menelik, whose only title to 
the imperial crown was his seizure of power 
after the death of Johannes, who had made 
him King nf Shoa. Should the descent in i 
the male Line from the present Emperor fail 
(an event which is not altogether improb¬ 
able. as it dm's not now seem likely that the 
Grown Prince will have any children by his 
present marriage and the Duke of Hatar 
has only i'tie infant son as yet), any issue 
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there may be from the marriage of Princess 
Aida to Dejazmach Man gas ha might come 
to be considered as representing the 
legitimist succession by uniting the descent 


from King Salde Sellassie of Shoa with 
that of the Emperor Johannes. 

I have, &c, 

1>. W. LAS CELLE$, 


J 1281/1011yl No. 4 

ETHIOPIA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1948 

M/‘. Lasctiles to 1 lr. Betin. {Rea ir*N 16$ A February) 


(No. 12. Uonfidential) Addie Ababa, 

Si i\ 9 th February t 1049 

I have tile honour to transmit to you 
herewith a review of the principal events 
in Ethiopia during the year 194R, I am 
indebted to Mr. Get bin. First Secretary, for 
much help in supplying Ihe ground-work, 

I have, Ac. 

D W. LASCELLES, 


Enclosure in No. 4 

ft* oit w oj thr Principal Brents in Ethiopia 
in IMS 

Introduction 

The most important positive development 
in Ethiopian affairs, and incidentally in 
Anglo-Ethiopian relations, was the re| urn 
b* Ethiopian administration of the greater 
part of the Ogaiien and the Reserved Area, 
'vbivh hiifl been under British military con* 
teol since an early phase of the war. The 
s t’H lenient of the long-outs tending con 
trove ray concerning the position of 
Ethiopia, within ihe framework of the 
Copt ic Ghureh was also an event of historic 
importance in the long term, In general, 
however, (he year was one of suspense find 
frustration Continued uncertainty as to 
^he fate of Ethiopia’s claims in connexion 
^’ith t he disposal of the ex-Italian colonies 
Was the excuse, and in some few cases a 
ftenuine reason. for the deferment of noocs- 
5ftr > f decisions in every field, internal and 
Eternal, fi also increased the inherent 
tendency of the Ethiopians to avoid even 
die mildest maaifest-ations of open pur- 
ti&uiAhjp in relation to the growing rift 
wiween the Soviet Nor and the rest of the 
world Though the sympathies of almost 
<H> r y Ethiopian were undoubtedly on the 
, ? ol the Western Rowers, and the Soviet 
attitude towards Ethiopia’s territorial 
Gnims was markedly hostile, the Ethiopian 


Government were evidently determined to 
avoid any public action or utterance which 
might rule out finally the possibility of a 
change in that attitude. As the year wore 
on they became more and more reconciled 
(though not openly so) to the return of 
Somalia to Italy, but this only increased 
their concentration on the much sounder 
Ethiopian claim to Eritrea. 

2. 3 nternal reform and the modernisation 
of the administrative machine continued, 
hut the rate of progress appeared to be 
slowing down. The Emperor, though still 
inspired by admirable intentions in every 
field, was ageing, and increasingly unable to 
cope with the corrupt and reactionary ten¬ 
dencies of the majority of his Ministers. 
The political conspiracy, mainly progres 
sive in intention, of the preceding year, bud 
gone off at half rock, and the reactionary 
clique centred round the Minister of the 
Pen was busy strengthening its threatened 
positions Despite the disposal or neutrali¬ 
sation, by one means or another, of the main 
ringleaders, the undercurrent of discontent 
and plotting still flowed, but the surface 
was hardly rippled, at any rate near the 
centre Inadequate performance on the 
part of the governing clique, and an in¬ 
creasing tendency to withhold payment 
ei flier for public works or for salaries owed, 
were explained away as due to a lack of 
funds '* resulting from the world situa¬ 
tion. This alleged lack of funds 
was in fact difficult to account for. even 
after full allowance had been mailt* for the 
combination of ineptitude and pergonal 
corruption which charaeterises the Amhara, 
rind it seems probable that there was lj cer¬ 
tain amount of governmental boarding of 
revenues as pan of the general policy of 
kl wait and see/ f The bulk of the popula¬ 
tion, especially in the outlying regions, 
remained desperately poor" and down¬ 
trodden; and there were minor risings, the 
precise extent of which was impossible to 
gauge from Addis Ababa, in ihe northern 
provinces of Begemdlr and Wollo. Emn- 
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umtcalh speaking, however, these tilings 
were done 11 in the green tree ' : the grain 
harvest was exceptionally good, and the 
country had not yet begun to experience— 
as. unfortunately, it is Ijound to do in the 
near future—the consequences of the rapid 
fall in the world prices for cereals. When 
it does to, the resulting misery tan hardly 
fail to swell the undercurrent of political 
unrest to serious proportions. The outlook, 
therefore* is bleak. The ruling clique 
appear to be well aware of this, and their 
awareness may at least make them more 
ready than they have hitherto been to follow 
the counsels of the foreign advisers whom 
they employ. 


I nternal 

3. The sinister power of the Minister of 
the Pen became still more absolute owing to 
the Emperor’s increasing inability or un¬ 
willingness to hold it in check; and no overt 
action"was needed to suppress the potential 
opposition. The general state of security 
throughout the country remained muc h as 
be f < ire : jt A if tti ac Li v i ty * t hough f a irly 
widespread, was probably no worse than 
usual As always, it was particularly pre¬ 
valent along the northern frontier, and the 
British military administration in Eritrea 
had good reason to suspect that some at 
least of the local authorities in Tigrai were 
actively conniving in it: they were certainly 
either unwilling, or not allowed by the 
Ministry of the Interior, to make direct 
contact with the Eritrean authorities with a 
view to concerting practical measures for 
iis suppression. By the end of the year, 
however, it looked as though the steady 
pressure brought to hear by this legation 
was about to result in a rather more co- 
operative attitude. On the Kenya frontier 
minor troubles continued, mainly owing to 
the failure of the Ethiopian authorities to 
disarm the Gelubba; but here again a very 
successful meeting convened at Baioa in 
December between the respective frontier 
authorities seemed to hold out a fair pros¬ 
pect of greater cooperation in the future. 
Early in the year there were distinct signs 
of unrest among the Moslems of the Harar 
Province, who were probably inspired to 
some extent by the Somali Youth League 
and encouraged by the prestige which the 
League enjoyed at that time in the Qgaden, 
The Government acted promptly and 
viciously, imprisoning all the agitators and 
many innocent persons well, Mention 
has been made above of unrest in Begemdir 


and Wolio The extent of the punitive 
measures taken was impossible to determine 
in the absence of British consular repre¬ 
sentation in the north and in view of the 
probability that Italian agents were in¬ 
flating current rumours for their own ends. 
What seems fairly certain is that the root 
of these troubles was discontent at the 
extorthms of local officials: governmental 
taxes are moderate enough, but the peasant 
is uni hied in addition by every sort of 
graft. A political colon ring seems to have 
been given to the Wolio disorders by the 
emergence of an illegitimate sou of Llj 
Vaseu as the ringleader, with pretensions 
to the throne. He and his chief of stall 
are said to have been captured and brought 
in to Addis Ababa; but the whole a flair is 
most obscure. 

4, An important step taken during the 
year—and one which is to the credit of the 
Minister of the Pen, though he was 
probably activated chiefly by desire t» 
strengthen his position riVd ri* of the 
popular Minister of War—was the absorp¬ 
tion into the regular police force of the 
irregular territorials hitherto responsible, 
under the govemors-gcitcral, for the main¬ 
tenance of law and order in the provinces. 
A* part of this reform, ten British police 
officers were engaged, of whom nine had 
reached their posts by the end of the year. 
The needed corollary measure—but one 
unlikely to be realised in the foreseeable 
future-- is the raising of the wages of the 
rank and hie of the police to a level at 
which graft cesses to be an absolute neces¬ 
sity. As the number of police maintained 
in the capital is far too high, this could 
probably be achieved without great strain 
on the exchequer, but a far-re&cbing change 
in Anihara mentality is the prerequisite 
condition. 

5. A notable achievement was the settle 
merit, long deferred* of the controversy with 
the Patriarchate of Alexandria. By this 
settlement, the Ethiopian Church acquired 
what may be described as +I dominion 
status.’ When the present Egyptian 
fthuiui dies he will be succeeded by an 
Ethiopian archbishop, who will be 
authorised by the Patriarch of Alexandria 
to consecrate bishops. The Patriarch will 
still retain theoretical control, since the 
names of all candidates must be submitted 
to him. hut he is unlikely to withhold con¬ 
sent The agreement, which was concluded 
in July, was probably facilitated by the 
general improvement in Ethiopion-Egyp- 
tian relations. 
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External Affairs 

0. Anglo-Ethiopian relations are very 
largely the product of two more or less 
eountet'halancing factors; clauatrophobia 
within the almost complete British en¬ 
circlement is mitigated by the dear evi¬ 
dence that we do not in fact take unfair 
advantage of our uncomfortably dominant 
positinn This a 1 ways delicate balanct? was 
disturbed during the first mouths of 1948 
by increasing Ethiopian awarerLess of the 
fact that, some 34 months after the end of 
the war, we were still in military control 
of the Qgaden and the Reserved Area. 
These regions, though consisting largely of 
sterile desert, make up a large part of the 
Ethiopian Empire in terms of mere area, 
and it is in these terms that the Ethiopians 
habitually think. Moreover, legitimate 
doubts as to our ultimate intentions had 
been created by our public espousal, at an 
earlier ^tagia, of the idea of a (Greater Soma¬ 
li bind under British tutelage. The final 
touch of urgency was added by the failure 
of the British military ad mini strati on to 
afford protection against attacks by Somali 
tribesmen on the Sinclair Petroleum Com¬ 
pany, in which the Ethiopian Government 
saw a profitable source of future revenue, 
li must be said that in face of all this the 
Ethiopian Government behaved with run 
siderahk* restraint. They d id not dent>unee 
the 1944 Agreement, as they were quite 
entitled to do. though this would have 
obliged us, legally speaking, to evacuate 
within three months the entire area which 
We administered. It would he unduly 
Cynical to attribute this restraint wholly to 
the Ethiopian Government's realisation of 
our power to harm them in such matters as 
their territorial claims. They had had a 
square deal from us in the past, and were 
still hopeful. But the strain on Anglo* 
Ethiopian relations liecatne considerable, 
and Ethiopian diplomatic pressure most 
CBibarrassing Under this pressure, a 
fuirtor withdrawal—from Jigjiga and the 
surrounding area—-was effected during 
April and May. The evacuation of the 
Qgaden was, however, long regarded as a 
hazardous military o^ration owing to the 
predicted reactions of the Somali inhabi¬ 
tants. Eventually, in July, a conference 
w as convened at Addis Ababa, and agree- 
Btetit was reached on withdrawal* within 
Jhreo months, from all but the so-called 
"grazing area/ 1 ' which marches with 
British Somaliland and is used of neces¬ 
sity by British tribes. The frontier in 
this region was to lie provisional. pending 
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final agreement as to the possibility of 
exchanging the grazing area for a corridor 
to the sea at Zaila. (No negotiations for 
the completion of such an exchange could 
he embarked upon before the year ended, 
however, owing to obstruction hv the 
French, who claimed the right to block the 
transfer of territory under the Tripartite 
Agreement of 1906,) As regards the 
frontier with ex Italian Somaliland, a 
large part of which had never been pro¬ 
perly defined, the Ethiopians agreed to 
accept a provisional line which was, prima 
facie, wholly unfavourable to them, on the 
understanding that this should not be 
regarded as prejudicing their claims to 
eventual adjustment, when the frontier 
came lo be delimited bv an international 

m 

boundary commission. Adequate provi¬ 
sions were included for the maintenance 
of British military communications 
lie tween British and Italian Somaliland 
through the Qgaden. The main agreement 
was later supplemented by the negotiation 
of detailed arrangements for the Operation 
of the Sinclair Company in the British- 
administered grazing area. 

7. Evacuation was completed, within the 
prescribed period, without any serious 
hitch or Somali reaction of importance. 
Nor did the Ethiopian administration, in¬ 
efficient though it undoubtedly was. meet 
with any appreciable resistance on the part 
of the Qgaden tribes during the remainder 
of the year. 

8. The withdrawal, by restoring Ethio¬ 
pian confidence in British good faith, 
effected a considerable improvement in 
Anglo-Ethiopian relations, Unfortunately 
circumstances beyond the control of either 
Power prevented the exploitation of the 
favourable atmosphere thus created for the 
settlement of other outstanding questions. 
The Anglo-Egyptian impasse in regard 
to the Sudan made it impossible to 
approach the Ethiopian Government in the 
matter of Lake Tsana, The same factor 
ruled out further attempts to negotiate a 
rectification of the Boro Salient. The 
demarcation on the ground of the Kenya 
frontier could not be started owing to the 
fact that the only competent Ethiopian 
team was interminably engaged on the 
Ftench oma 1 i lan d border. 1 1 regress i n i he 
negotiation of a general treaty to replace 
the 1944 Agreement was held up not only 
by the inability of several departments of 
II is Majesty 'a Government, fully occupied 
Oi-i they were with more important treaty 
negotiations, to produce counter-drafts to 
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the largely unsuitable Ethiopian text* hut 
also and latterly by the fact that Ato 
Akliltru Habit- Wold, the only Ethiopian 
official with any claims to competence as a 
negotiator, was constantly abroad attend¬ 
ing international conferences. British 
interests in Ethiopia did not, indeed, 
appear to benefit much by the general im¬ 
provement of relations. The British Coun¬ 
cil had a troublesome year of lips and 
downs; and one important British firm, 
Messrs. Balfour Beatty, which had played 
an almost completely altruistic role in the 
rehabilitation of the country’s electricity 
services, was squeezed out by methods of 
questionable legality. But these trouble® 
were due to individual Ethiopian intrigue 
and cupidity. British prestige in general 
stood high at the end of the year. It wm 
of course much enhanced by the increas¬ 
ingly positive support afforded by His 
Majesty’s Government for the Ethiopian 
claim to Eritrea. 

lb Of Ethiopia > relations with other 
countries not much need lie said. With 
France they inevitably remained cool, if 
not positively bad, owing to French support 
for Italy's claims to her ex-colonies, With 
the E nited States they remained reasonably 
cordial on the surface, but the Ethiopians 
became ever more disappointed both with 
the l nited Stales Government as a poten¬ 
tial Father Christmas—the StetUmus 
group, not, in fact, controlled by the United 
States Government hm generally so 
regarded here, decided, on the recommend a 
tion of a visiting team of investigators, 
against the investment of capital—but also 
with the quality of some of the American 
i\* l v i sere, 1’ h ey we re, ino reove r, a w a re t hat 
i< was largely due to the tactics adopted 
hy flie l nited States Government, that the 
General Assembly had to postpone its final 
decision a.s to the fate of the Italian 
colonies, The Swedes, formerly so numer¬ 
ous in Government employ, continued to 
trickle gradually' away, though the officers 
engaged in training the Imperial Guard 
were replaced by others of the same 
nationality. True to his policy of trying 
everything once and rather half-heartedly, 
the Emperor appeared Us be turning 
towards the Dutch: three stolid Nether¬ 
lander*; with administrative experience 
acquired in the East Indies were engaged 
fl 1 2 * * * political, financial and economic advisers 
of uncertain status, but were almost com¬ 
pletely ignored when they arrived, dela¬ 
tions with the Soviet Union, for which not 
even the most downtrodden Ethiopian has 


any mutual sympathy, were not improved 
by the Kremlin's whole-hearted support of 
Italian colonial claims during the greater 
part of the year; but the Ethiopians oon- 
liniit'I to play cautiously for the olf-t hance 
of a Bushian change of heart. The Soviet 
Legation, so far as it was possible to judge, 
Continued to constitute a potential rather 
than an actual menace, ils propaganda, 
though vicious in intention, being poor and 
ill adapted in quality. Its only known 
Inrush with the Ethiopian authorities 
occurred over a minor “ defector " case, the 
Ethiopians, after some hesitation, refusing 
to hand back a nurse who escaped from the 
Soviet hospital with ihe help of her Italian 
lover, Events in Czechoslovakia did not 
deter the Ethiopian Government from 
negotiating an extensive arms deal with 
Skoda which may prove dangerous later 
from the point of view of infiltration; hut, 
m fairness, it must be said that ibis was 
largely due to the inability of llis Majesty's 
Government to provide more than an in¬ 
significant part of what the Ethiopians 
clamoured for through (he British Military 
Mission to Ethiopia. A good-will mission 
from India, apparently self-invited, visited 
Ethiopia in September, achieving nothing 
very concrete or obvious. The only foreign 
country' whose relations with Ethiopia were 
markedly improved was Egypt, the with¬ 
drawal of whose feeble but irritating claim 
to Massowah was noted here with relief. 
i.An attempt to extract a counterpart in 
the shape of Ethiopian support for 
immediate Libyan independence was 
thwarted with sortie difficulty lx;fore the 
negotiation had reached finality.) The 
subsequent settlement of the Coptic Church 
controversy (see paragraph 5 above) marked 
a furt-fier step in (lie Improvement of rela¬ 
tions. and was probably furthered by the 
Egyptian Government. 

Economic 

H>. In the absence of adequate official 
stall sties, budgetary or other, the Ethio¬ 
pian financial and economic position is 
always hard tu assess, ".Financial 
stringency was the watchword or catch¬ 
word throughout the year, arid was not 
easy to explain in view of the fact that, 
^itb few exceptions, there was no failure 
to collect taxes. Indeed, the education tax 
for ihe provinces, which had tieen imposed 
at the end of 1947. brought in far more 
than had been expected The proceeds of 
this tax were neither dissipated by the 
central authorities fas was pretty generally 
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believed), nor used to improve the standard 
of provincial education; they merely lay 
frozen in the provincial treasuries. And 
the same unexplained freezing process 
secins to hare been applied to many other 
sources of revenue, being dictated not so 
much by any reasoned policy of provision 
for an uncertain future as by a sort of palsy 
of the administrative machine. There was 
not only an all-round starving of needed 
public works, but also an increased tendency 
to postpone the payment of earned salaries, 
and much unnecessary discontent was 
caused thereby. Although Ethiopian 
exports reached a higher level than ever 
before, imports more than kept pace, with 
the result that the balance of trade was 
distinctly adverse. It was, moreover, 


evident that the rapid fall of world grain 
prices towards a more normal level would 
soon hit Ethiopia very hard, her cereals 
being neither good in quality nor easily 
brought to the sea r The increase in exports 
led to overstocking, and the British customs 
adviser has warned the Government that a 
decline in the customs revenues must be 
expected before long. Should Ethiopia 
acquire a large part of Eritrea in the near 
future, as seems not unlikely, she will be in 
a poor way to meet the fresh financial ami 
economic commitments which this will 
involve, 

.1 </</?> A buh<i. 

4th February, 1940 
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ASSOCIATION OF MAJOR-GENERAL COTTAM WITH ETHIOPIA 

Mr iSmdUt to Mr, Itiriv. (Reretrod UUA Fitbrwry) 


(No 16 Confidential) 

Si r. , I dd is .1 Aata, 9 th Febnui ry . i 949. 

Ma for-General A E. f'ott&m. G.B.* 
LIRE. MC,. left Ethiopia on 30 th 
January. His association with ibis 
country had begun with the liberation cam¬ 
paigns, and in these lie had played a dis¬ 
tinguished part though he was then only 
a major (l understand, indeed, that that 
is ^till his substantive rank). He had come 
tb Addis Ababa in 1941. had served with 
ihe British Military Administration then 
formed, and had fur the last six years been 
head of the British Military Mission. The 
Ethiopians gave him a very warm send- 
off, nnd [ think most of them realised that 
his gomg was the passing of an institution 

2. I am, of course* incompetent to assess 
General Cottam"* merits as a soldier, but 
this does not deter me from expressing the 
firm conviction that nobody could have done 
the job lietter; fur the job, as I see it, was* 
and is, only incidentally military- f ield 
Marshal Lord Montgomery, when he visited 
Ethiopia not long ago. is said to have told 
ihe Emperor that what this country needed, 
and needed exclusively, was a mnderate- 
Stted force of well India wd men capable of 
ensuring the maintenance of internal order 
under ail conditions, 'Phis, though it was 

inevitably ml very palatable, is the obvious 
truth. In Hie present state of organised 

international relations, and almost com¬ 

pletely surrounded as she is hy British or 


Bri i iah-ad m i ni si ered ter ri to i ics. Et huipia 
has no other need; nor, if she had any 
other, could she hope to supply it witli her 
own resources I have little doubt, despite 
my incompetence to judge, that on the 
purely military side General Colt sun did, 
in fact, do all that anybody could do to 
train the Ethiopian artnv us a lighting 
force in the ordinary sense of the term, 
His greatest merit, however, undoubtedly 
lay in Lhe skill and enthusiasm which he 
btought to many other and less technical 
activities Though his official task was 
restricted to the training of the army in 
Lhe arte of war, it fell to him in practice 
to ensure, so far as it could be ensured, that 
the rank and file were tolerably housed and 
feel and were paid with something 
approaching regularity. This meant a 
constant struggle against (he ingrained 
A mh am dislike of paying anything 
promptly, if at Ml, The ordinary Ethio¬ 
pian soldier knew (lint it was the British 
Military Mission which cared for these 
things, ami that without the mission they 
would not be cared for by anybody. The 
gain to British prestige was enormous; and 
it is a sad fact that the recent drastic 
reduction in the size of the mission- with 
Hie consequent need to withdraw officers 
from the provincial centres, has diminished 
its efficacy in these important respect*. 

3 But General Cottem did much more 
than this,. His earlier training in the 

















Sudan Defence Force bad given him a 
naturalness and sureness of tout it in the 
handling of fairly primitive human 
material. Not niily was he so well amis 
tamed to cuhntred people as to be perfectly 
at ease with them, lie genuinely liked them 
itt a simple and quite unpatronising way. 
The Ethiopian, whose reactions to the 
" colour question “ are probably far mon- 
sensitive and complex than that of any 
Sudani, felt this and appreciated it. Hence 
the general was extraordinarily successful 
in his personal and " out-of-school con 
tacts. He had. amongst other qualities, 
those which go Lo the making of a first-rate 
scoutmaster. His enthusiasm for all sorts 
of games and field sports was contagious. 
Not only did he organise army boxing eon 
tests, which proved a great success and 
brought out much natural talent, but, on 
the Ethiopian Christmas Day, he played 
with bis own servants and orderlies the 
dangerous national game'—a kind of all-in 
hockey with no touch-line and nothing 
barred—which is traditional to that 
occasion, and played it without condescen¬ 
sion find with obvious enjoyment. Though 
rather shy by nature and certainly with no 
gift of the gab, he was extremely popular 
with all ranks of the army and with a very 
large number of Ethiopian civilians of ail 
sorts and social grades. It is not, I think, 
too- trivial to mention that at the aerodrome 
when he finally left, his Ethiopian driver, 
for whom he had arranged a special 
position well in the forefront, was overcome 
with tears. The general had, of course, his 
enemies and detractors, os all foreigners 
must whose work brings them up against 
Ethiopian inefficiency and corruption, 
but the measure of his success can be 
gauged in part by the difficulty of imleuti- 
fying these people; it must, indeed, have 
been uphill work trying to sow suspicion 
and dislike of this large solid, friendly, 
red-faced man who conformed so perfectly 
both in physical appearance at id behaviour 
with what foreign admirers of the Engl Mi 

expert. 

4. One of General Cottam $ many side 
lines." and perhaps the most valuable of 
all. shows how constantly he kepi the long 
term in mind. At the time of the libera 
tion, and a* a result of all the misery and 


dislocation caused fay the Italian occupation 
and its aftermath, there were a great many 
orphaned and shelterless urchins on the 
streets of Addis Ababa who kept themselves 
alive by scrounging, scavenging and pilfer 
ing—real bezprizorny," in fact, though 

with the appreciable advantage of not 
being Russian. General Cottam, whose 
quasi administrative powers were large in 
those days of the restoration, collected 
several scores of these boys, housed them 
in a large ex-Italian barracks which the 
attny had requisitioned but did not really 
need, put them into a sort of military 
uniform, and set them to work under mili¬ 
tary instructors to learn, as well os the 
u three SV and English, such useful 
trades as carpentry and the assembly and 
maintenance of army vehicles. I have had 
the privilege of being shown over the 
“ Ncghelli Schools which at present houses 
some 10n boys ranging in age from 10 to Hi 
The smartness of their turn out is impres¬ 
sive: the standard of their spoken and 
written English is. all things considered, 
very good; and. above all, they are 
obviously happy. The ultimate benefit to 
the Ethiopian army anti State (whose pro¬ 
gress is much hampered by the fact that too 
few of its citizens have been ‘caught 
young"), will be very great, but only on 
the long term, It is, of course, to the credit 
of the Ethiopian authorities, and particu¬ 
larly of the Emperor, that they gave 
General ckittam the necessary support in 
this enterprise; but nobody would have 
embarked Upon it if he had not. and it is 
permissible to suspect that not every British 
general officer engaged to perform similar 
official functions would have considered 
stub work incumbent upon himself, 

5 11 would make this despatch unduly 
long to describe General Cottam’s other 
beneficent activities, though the tale of them 
would explain more fully why 1 have ven¬ 
tured to call him an institution I have, 
however, t hought it my duty to inform you 
of the great mark that he has made here, 
if only because Ethiopia is a far country 
from home acid the general an exceptionally 
modest man. 

I have. &c. 

S. \V LASCELLES, 


J 1709/1012/1 



LEADING PERSONALITIES IN ETHIOPIA* 1948 


Mr. LoscelUm to Mr. Benin* {Received 2nd March) 


(No. 2U. Confidential) 

A ddis A baba, 

Sir, l$r/i February, 1949 

With reference to Mr, Farquh&r s des¬ 
patch No. 110 of 20th July, 1047, I have 
the honour to transmit a revised record of 
the leading personalities in Ethiopia. 

2 One entry that for Mr. G, A, Blowers, 
has been removed, since lie has now- left 
the country. Ten persons have been added, 
namely, the Wagshum (Colonel Wasan 
Hailn Kafabada). Ato Amda Mikael, Blatta 
Kldanc Martum, Colonel Makonnen 
Dteneke, A to Mcnassa Lemma, Brigadier- 
General Mered Mang&&h&. <’’olonel Mulu- 
geta Bulli, Ato Takle Roro, the Abuna 
1’heophilos and Major Yohannes Abdu. 
f have, 

D W. LASCELI.ES. 
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InOEX. 

Kthiopkin Per'.nn.ifiFlt-s 

H.i.M. the Emperor Haile I, Cl O.B 

(l.C M.G., aC-V.Di, IX D. 

fins Abnhu Arcipar 
D-iljftXrrificll Yhubft DjitiitikW 
At#* A hah*- He'I c;• 

Bri|*a(iicM ik-i'uiritl Abiyve Ababa 
Kilh Adftfrifcmli 

Aiii Akfllfl Worn liable Wold 
Ato Million Hnfito Wold. 

Ur, Anihayr- Wohir Murium. 

Ifejjiictflfirh Annin Mik.-t.-l HakC Stilish- 
A to Am tin M fluid 
Llj Artii a Aim bn 

H.BJt, MuridaJiirinoli A *.f ,i Wu&*an Hnili- 
filiali- a.C V.O , <\ KK. 

BrigftdioMjt-ru'riLl Aufuu Woldc O feg gla 
rtQjnzmnch .Wnm (Madhin) Kassa. 


til. Hstwiid^ii Andrir^ui'ii^w \ Audurgui) Maissiyi. 

IT BlaUa AyelJa Unbrc 

18 Dci»»mach tsiWhi. 

lt J iilaltw Ivpfirnim Tt'W(i1HE j Mt'tih(3ti. 

20. Alts Emmanuel Abraham. 

-I. Dejflfcujaeih Hnilt> lassie Gugoa 

22, ltaa Hnilu Bukin 

£3, ILH, tints Builu Takla HainmUot. 

24 Tediarl Tiir.iit Hiulc Wuliia Kufe 
All bn HutlXUL 

2t>. Ichcge Gabra Giorgia i, A burnt Baeilioft'f 
27. Iln- luiru ilntlv StliLaHii', C.H.E. 
l£H Dejaxnuuilt Knbbariu Ta^aum 
29. H.tl Itim Koran (Hnllu) Dufgt>, O.C.V.O., 
G,BE 

90. IV,|onu f K till' Er^i'tu 
91- BUlut Rida nr Marin m. 

82 H.H H Prino.- Mftfeonmm Haile SiJoeaR. 

5J# Colonel Malconn^n DtMipke 
04, Ato Mukuniien Dehin. 

85, Ato \Ukonnen Unit- WoM 

SO. Biiwiided Mnkcirmcn TnriitHuii-haw, 0 B E. 

07 Bitwnded Mnngtmliia Janibare 
hIB, Dr 1 ‘barli-* Wi.-r^ini-h Miirljn. 

99, Pr*jfi»imicli Monftu Silimhi. 

40 Ato Mi-auLTi-.il L*-i iiiihl 
41, Llj Mvn^lik Yhhu. 

42 BriginliE-r Moral Manoa?bn, 

49, Cblonel Mulugi-ln Bulls. 

44. BiCn’Med (KnbbodiO Bnfiitsibili. 

-lA. Colotad NVpjjii Haile Selnestc. 

4fl Abuna Q-orilloh. 

4 1 Ato Serefjui- Barhno ilnbre Egviablier, 

48. FI IT. fiiiu, St-yuin Mimgaoha, K.BJE. 

49. Ato Tafnrft \Vuri| Kidana Wold, M.V.O. 

5^1. Fitnunm TflaHt^ M ikiit 1 1 

51 Ato Takl-.- Bo rtf. 

52 Dejn7.miwh Tnyy** Guhilnta. 

53. Ato Tt-sfui Tagegn 

54 Ah ei tin Thcopbflo§. 

55 T-oilmfi Tiizii?. Waldn Gim-gis Waldft Yohannia. 
Vfj f'o! iru-l Wocuin Haiilu Kabbadn 

57. Uj YiIitir IVre^en 
5-9 Mrtitvr Yohanm!* Aliiiu. 

59 A fa NesfUe Houcb- Avollu. 

I)n Blatfa ZaiLtdv Btdnineh. 

Fiincipn Persrfnalities 

01 Jobn Hathawny SpentNir 
02 AfujcirAn-niTri] ] 


MarfattunLocJi 

Boa 

DajftitHiAcli 
Estnurnri ... 

A biioii 
Tchegi- 
Abba 

A fa Negus 
llHWIMjfd 
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Gliiitary 

Ancient title of the cbit-fn of Mhoo ( now 
borne by tlit- Crown Princf. 

*.* Marshal. 

General. 

TJf-uU'TwnMf euprni. 

Arphliiahop. 

Cbiaf Prior, 

Ffithar. 

x.. Chiaf JurifiiM?. 

ii* Privj Councillor. 
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IViihnfi ... 

Negating 

Kanribn 

M 

Blsttengctn 

BlftUlt 

Ato 

Woistiro.. 


1. HUM* the Emperor Haile Sihro-de 1, CLGS-* 
G£ M.G n CXLV.O. LL ,D. 

Boro in 18B1-. He is tiw aon ol the l*u- Bus 

MaJiuiini-ti, iliu enlightened Governor of Hjarar,_ who 
ft;! 1 the grandson °f SiluHsic, King ol Slioa, 

■nd thus it first cousin to the Empeiur McnfcUk. 
Hq Makonoen, excrciuHl ftODjidcrabte iniueDfiK for 
gtxwi over l Ii> latter. The Emperor's Wife, Wmascio 
Miur-ll. L«r :il granddaughter of King Mikael uJ W olio,, 
and ■- thus, the 5 tep-niece of the deposed Lis Yasu. 
After Sits father’*- death in 1007 Hus Tstflari fns ho 
then‘.viri ippointed Governor of iSdiitno. After 
the Emperor MiuitslikN death be was gi'ten the 
guvFriutnlijp 1 >f Hurar, wtuok post he kept untII 
111 ] IV After the dt'pnsilioii (if Uj Vnfi.il: ill llmt year, 
lie was, seleoied an heir to (ho throne mid Regent. 
The choice is w I title herd to undcraUnd, since Hu, 
!v, 1 :uu\ iJujHfitiuiflli Ta\e urv dfScerMliinl.6 of King 

Sidih’ Silastic ill the senior line, hut it ib tloitglu 
tlmi the selection, iu w hich Fitauran Hupte Giorgie, 
the' lftli Miraif-ter of War. Intel tilt 1 biggest any. was 
proiTiptmi hy the desire to find soinsooe inum-diuti'ly 
jiL hand I mi would be pleasing to the foreign ffixa¬ 
tions and not loo powerful n pcraessftlfty (it the 
country, nod ivho could. thins bo kept under the 
control of the big chiefs. 

In September 1928 din&eiudoii between the 
Erii|jre>i and the Regent heeatnw serious enough for 
ii to be thought at one mi mi mil (hat hostilities might 
brink «ut between their roapeellve parties, hut the 
dtiuattm fin t was btrtli (X'woeful mid significant, Gil 
or about -filh September the Empress bestowed 
upon ftaa Tafia ri the title of King (Negus) hull be 
was crowned King on 7t„h October 

1 in tbi' Jvrupreiv-i ZiiiidiluV dentb at tin 1 l-e ginning 
of April IP, King Tuffari was at once proclaimed 
Etnperor mid shortly afterwarda assumed the title of 
Haile SihiKnio 1, 

After his rLp^iintilH-Ot as Regent in If)16 he 
nld’lititier] himself with the Gfuute of progress, but 
during the Empress’# lifetime alwuy s found himscif 
(need with powerful opposition from herM*lf and her 
eon#'’Unlive adherent#. Nevertheless, by gradually 
strengthening his po;ii:;ion n* upj.ortimify occurred, 
he had already succeeded in making a bcgmtimp with 
reforms even before in the unlit ary sphere. He wan 
hnrdLCJLpped of tKiinmi, by the emhargn pimped upon 
the itujiortutmu u£ arms by the British. French nud 
I Lallan <e vertinntiti. SJuvortiitdetui, he ial; red need 
a Bel gin n Military Mo* dun to start the (reining of 
the Ethiopian jinny, creat-d the elements of no air 
Servlet 1 , nild tewjk l (1 hnnd the q^ii-Unu of 1 '11 
ceiinl ry 1 corn mi inku tious. 

In July 1931 lie proclaimed a Constitution and in 
November lObJ ha inaugurated the fin*t nrasion of 
Purlin maul 

The Ktupohjr has several British ileecirations. Ho 
wiL>= given the G.b.M .0. on In* Appointniant as heir 
apparent in 191th the U.C.B, and the drgreo of tX.B 
during 11 visit paid to Englscid in Itri4 ami ibe chain 
nf tlie Horn! Victorian Orden 00 the occasion of the 
Duke of Obuaaslcr's minsion t« Abjasinift in‘Novem¬ 
ber IflSti. 

He direct*! Ills an nil- and took a pi rsonsl pari 
in the war with Italy from October 1166 until Way 
19341, A1 1 he beginning of May. however. falEowdng 
on the defeat of his forces on the- northern (rent, 
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he rtnounefid tl" direction t>f Liilai^, and oa ^ud 
May loft Addiw Ababa for Jcruulcm., where ha wits 
gtv'en sanctuary, From there he proceeded to 
England, where ha arrived on 3rd June, Hu vinited 
Geneva the same month ft.r tin- ,’Utemtih of the 
league of Nation#, bin afterwards retimincd, with 
the members of his family mid certain faithful 
adherents, iu the Failed Kingdom. 

■On Hilly a defloration of war nguinfct Great Britain 
and France in June IWO the Emperor travelled by 
air to the tiiiijin, crossed the border imo Ethiopia 
st Fiuju Id!a on Slut JiLnimry. JlMl. and rerentorod 
Addia Ahaba oa 5th May. the nnnivornury of tho 
entry of the 11 wlians into the eaplul iu lUUd. 

His Oovemment lia# became mrfaaisugly con#"r- 
vative, and his incwl favoured eouujielWr. are 
reactionary ueid uptf-foreiga^ whilt itil] realising the 
need for outside assistance. Hia relations with t|io 
British authorities huv« in consequence* eUncriuraled 
biitice L j 4 l 2. and he has Hirl-wl in turn with America, 
Sweden 11 nd more mildly with the Soviets for their 
interest uud «upiw>rt. hut there are signs tlicn he is 
dts up pointed with results iiud imiy veer Again 
towards Britain ns ihu oiily Power really iia[eriLi(,t' , d 
in tins part of the world 

Latterly he has ftbowii sipiis of fatigue and failing 
health, He rvnutins aurruiiiided by u ruactiimury 
and ant a foreign aliqLje wiiu uiifartanatelv ure t*.n> 
auceanful in bidiiue Irom him whut tliey do not 
want him £■:> ace. lie ia tending; f" live in a dream 
world of hi# own and is nu longer so much in touch 
w'ith realities uk fortnerly. He would quite posatliLyr 
Veer more tow unis Gjvnt Britain if be were mure 
of 0 free a^ent. 

2. Kav Abalva Aragai 

Burn about 1905, sou of Afanegus Amgai :uid 
grandsnu, on biu uvotbvr's side, of Hus Gobana nno 
of Mcuelik'a geiasfala. Before the Italian occupation 
he w’as chief of the Addis AboW police. He never 
auUisiitlcil to the babun- and wqb Hie chief patriot 
leader in Sbuu lie was made ” Has by tli# 
poojdc and e hj r< tjtte wo* eaefinued by the Emperor 
upon his entry into Addis A balm. At that tamo he 
w as als" made Governor of Addin AbiUm, In October 
1 94 1 lie wiiu appointed Governor of Hidainu. and in 
February 1942 wnw cu ide Minuttar of \^ar. 

Whan rebellion brnhe out iu Tigrui iu the aiutumn 
of 1048 he wua in supreme crnimuind of the military 
oj.^nitinnh which suppressed liie revolt, with ihu 
head of tin- Bniiili Military MiaHton to Ethiopia aa 
his adviser. Flo showed himtull to ha a brave soldier 
and fine leader, but larking any adininiRtnilive 
quid (lie.-.,, in which he is iint inlercftlad. Tina 
ChTiipaiga csjKxwxt great weuknea# iu the administra¬ 
tive Hide of the Emperor'# tftffitariai army. 

Though Ntill officially Minister of War ha Inin, 
during the past two years, been acting a* Governor- 
Genu rid uf Tigmi Province and haw haem resident 
there except for occasional visit r !*■ tlie uapitul. The 
Emperor's con tide nee in him mid Has Ahnhci’s own 
aliiKist legendary reputation throughout tlie country 
hm'Hi rmaae Itim 1 powerful influMatje in Ethiopian 
politic*. 

Consequent on the reappointment of H,H. Has 
Sevum mi GfOvernor-Gane.ml uf (he Tigrai, be liaa ! 
returned to Addis Ababa and has reassumed his 
post as .Mmjatcr for War, Furniffly associated with 


th" Qpponhioa Farcy, he toriiad informed—sou," say 
our a u rovtdakin of loyalty to the Emperor—and 
fan gad hkEusalf rm tin- aide of the Minister of the 
B«u Ho profited by doing so, and bins been rsiitLisd 
in preL-.'dence over sit other Ministers, including cl-;- 
Brsuu; Minulor. 

3. Bcjaiuiuch Abnbu Bam taw 

Born alujut 1HSJ4. iho elder hrothef of the hiti- 
Huh Desto. In I9&4 he was si]-pmuted Governor of 
tins Province of Bako a ad l.iofn Dlmllg the Itnio. 
Etbiopsau wur lie was m charge of the Boko uud 
Go fa forces under lJ*fj.axmacU NaHibu in the Ogndcn 
He left Ethiopia with tine Emperor aivri sattlud ib 
Palestine. In June 1946 lie returned to the Sudan 
and w'ftw sent to Kenya to organise the Ethiopian 
n’fugccH at Tavctfl, In this inak he proved u failure, 
but eventually accompanied the army iuto Ethiopia 
Gbrough the southern provuicee, lii# men giving much 
can#* iot cpruplaim l-.- 1 iic BniUh authorities on 
account of their lawlessness. 

He was made luajor-guaerel Lind appointed ti> 1 h 
L ead of the iirmsua under the Crown Prince in 
October 1942, 

In the Tigrtti opcraiiunii in the autumn of HHU he 
uominanded the territoriul troops, exhibiting great 
pjr&ontJ bravery but udmiuiatrettvo and tactical 
ignurunM, couibiucd with u rutblca* policy of 
burning mid looting overrun territory His personal 
diderencea with Raa Ababa Aragai and bin privntc 

pn»fittiering after lhc Tigrai cauipm^n liiLVtf led to 

hii- recall t" \ddi» Abnhn, where ho lives rjuieLlj 
arid wit]tour influence, although his elder daughter 
wafv married in ESt45 to the frown Prince, after the 
latter bad obtained a divorce from bis first wife. He 
is- ont' of very few 10 show openly pro-British 
feelings; tuffcro from lack of education imd afao 
from ill-health; by thy end uf the year lm nm 
generally believed Ut In- dying 

4. Ato A he by Rede 

Bom in 1008 and educated at the Swedish Mission 
Bchoiil in Addis Abubu r.nter he '.van sent to Scot¬ 
land and studied at th* Bible Training Institute in 
(ihisguw. fie speaks lliLienl J'ljtglish. In 19B2 he 
was n vehoot-teacher at (he Swedish Mission in 
Addis Ababa. in 1U37 he joicitd the Etilpt'nof’s 
hnuselmld n Bath n:ni in NnveniWr HH3i writ, 
a|ijKjinted ceumwdlur at tin- Ethiopian Legation in 
London. He returned lu Ethiopia in Jtuw 1 tML’i uud 
in Fi'brunry H+4R wa-s appointed Vice-Minister of 
Health. Became more and more deeply involved in 
the corruption of (hat Ministry, though lhe more 
clijirilaklfi tiiainULiu’d iU,ii In- «.ik Ning hi.udwinked 
by Ilia Direcior-tieucm], In the summer of liS+4-H he 
wasappoialad m Eihiopiim Minintr in London, mid 
hv proceeded to his pu-r in Otfohv. He baa little 
fidiiuntfitriili V" capacit y and ’eve.i hlft position and 
any other poaitiou be may till 111 thi’ futuri' u■ his 
loyalty to the Emperor He Img a pkiuumt manner 
and is nol. rnurkodly anti-foreign ur iinlLBrUifiii Ha 
3S bin married 

5. Itn^irficr-brnrnil Abiyye Ababa 

Horn about lOLft. tfie &nu of Tdkamnquas Ababa. 
W'hn. rentlpred ictvnt, Hervic-a to the F.itipertir at the 
butt la of Sdgiile, fought against the daposiri Li] Yiibii 
und liis father Nfgua Mikael of Wnlto. LikiUnuquPS 
Abftlia |,,Ht bte life in the battle nod Ahiyyo ha- 
therefor-’ always btwu n protegd of tint 1’lmperor. 
He in,.- imined m i.he Officers Training School. 
Hulatui fli- nccornpiuiinni the Ernpcrot- to England 
in IfUirt, lb- returned to lla* Sudan with tin Crown 
Prime in October ISMfl, enlured iho O.T.Sm. Khartum, 
and entered Addis Ababa us A.D.C to the Emperor 
On 2fith April, li)42. In* was ntsttiod to Princess 
Tsuhat, youngest daughter uf the Emperor, who died 
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laier it; lu-ii;. Apwiiit driivemor of Fie Province 
of Wallegn, winu-e hr* a, hidtlmtion wju. popular 
and efficient, nolinquisin-ii ■Jiis iippuinEi , 0 ej t iu 
Suplamber 194U nnd !mh since been oUinhod ki the 
Ministry of War, where he hnn j.eted ljl rjisy-going 
fashion ns Mininter during I he abac nee uf lUia A balm 
Aroytu in Tigrai. Promoted hrigadior-Kunorel to 
conimotid the Ut Division in Addi- Ababa in June 
1040, Iu HMfl mumed the Europeim-educatcd 
daughter of the Inic Dejuzmoeh Nasibu, former 
Governor-General of iLnr and co nmaiukr of the 
southern ormics against the Ti aligns in IWifiJ. A sliy, 
f|uic 1 enay-jpoinB irma, devoted to thi* Emperor. 

speftkiiig goiwl English. 

6. Kiu AduirLsau 

Boru el limit l^WO, a rrlntivt- of ( he Enijwror. At 
one time Chief of the Imperial Guard and hmr 
liovi-rtior itf Inumor and fuu^or (Kntnbula), He was 
«1 ways in personal attendanee nn the Emperor unci 
rode ut liia aide. He followed the Em pi i'"! 1 t< 
Palestine in 1U3C. in June 1940 he wuis ■uinruuned 
by the Emperor 0. Khartum, crossed the bf-rdcr with 
him in January LMt and ncoompatited him to Addis 
Abahti. In May 11M1 he was made Grrtsernw of 
Kjimbntn Jind in April 1942 apirr^iutod Governor 
General of the Province .si Sidarnu au i pro]noted to 
the rank of " Bos," 

EL’ is mtoLcrani of innovation, disEiku* the prearta t 
of the Emperor's forces in bis province and resent* 
the visits on circuit uf High Court judneh. U 
bccoininpr Reiiiii: am I has lapKVr, nf mCimtiry, 

7- Ato Abb Worn liable Wok) 

Bom in 1008 and educated in Ethiopia. Spuiksi 
French. He is a brother cJ Ato Mukomron liable 
Wold. .Minint'-r nt ComniH’rce, and nf Atu Akhlou 
Habto Wold. Vice-Minister fur Foreign Affairs. In 
1042 he was appointed Director 01 the Municipality 
of AddL AEiaV.uL jmd in Jamiary 1943 beCADle 
1 htB’crlot-i.Mvtierii] ui iEju MinuLiry of LEs-- Fen. In 
June 1947 In- wan appointed Director-General of 
Education. At# far us eon be asefirtaiped, h'is only 
qualification for ibis pa^t is tluit his two brothers 
an* Ministers; ,m.d his attitude towards the British 
Council has been gL'cii’ralty lioatlli 1 

8. Ato AkUlou Halite Wold 

Bum in Iftfiy. Brother of Makcmuen Hnbto Wold 
fi'/.i?. No. B2), Educated at th<* Menelik School in 
Addis Ababa, and in trance, where lie bud some 
legal cmining. S]ieiikvi eieelleut French. Wurk-d 
f"r some ycare at the Icgstion in E'^irin, whore he 
was chargd d'uffaire* at the rime nf the German 
wcupiitiun iu 1940. Rylufflftd t<. Ethiopia in April 
1042,. Appitinted Vice-Minister iu the Ministry of 
riie Feu in Kovi-mber 1042. and was on altno^l every 

roMirnisriuLi of enquiry anfliitlltod by the Ethiopian 
Government, which spenksi well for his ability. 
Appointed Vice-Minister fur Foreign Afinirfl in 
October 1043, U iiuelSiguiil. quirk-v iltcd and more 
h man of the world Hum must of hi> colluagui-a. 1< 
given fin.-aioi' renpousihility by the Emperor than 
wan his predeceseor nt the Miniptry. and In- rind 
Mr. Spend!r irj.e.3 have between theui imule Foreign 
AtTiiirM the nuwi wonqiotent of (In* Ministries at 
present. 

As a member of the Ethloptun delegation 
appointed tonagotinte 11 new Aitgli>-ElViiopinti agrev>- 
iinuii ibis year, he conducted with slirowdnes^ a»J 
ohatirkuev must of the lirguii'ionlH on the Ethiopian 
aide. In this, as Well as in the work of hi* Ministry, 
Mr. SjM.-ncer’s uni-British influence bus been 
apparent Was n rnrmbrr of the Ethiopian dele Ra¬ 
tion to the Sju Fmtieasco ('onfoRiticn in H'H-1 and 
the GeiuTui A-t.if’inhiy of F N.O. in l#ondon in early 
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394# For the iufiT, three yesre he hn* spent the 
major pan of inn lime a* Etbkrpwan delegate to tb* 
United Nations Assembly or Ln repreaeniiiig the 
vhwn of his Government nn the future of the ex- 
Italian colonies. 

Ho has Bflcnewlmt gained in stature after imting m 
M thistpMii -Large. I If in one of the feu- Minister* 
who have any graup of world affaire and with whom 
it in possible to conduct buaineee on Eurojieitn Un f, a. 
Unfortunately, he lias, caai in Ills, lot politically with 
the Minister of the Pen and is tending to bceon*' a 
mere stooge. 

9. Dr. Am have Wolde Man.ini 

An Eritrean, burn almur IfiOti. Educated ut a 
Catholic Mission School in Eritrea find later in 
Franc* and Italy Before the l tab-Ethiopian War 
Mas adviser Bl Hnrarand Inter worked m the Special 
Tribunal at Addis Ababa. Was a refugee in Cairo 
arid performed, under the control of General Hand- 
quarters, Middle East, useful work in enlisting 
Ethiopian refugees for the war and in tfanslnting. 
He was w m to Harar an legal adviser to Prince 
Miikoniien in November 11*41. Later returned to 
Addis Ababa was appointed Under-Fietireiary of 
State to chi Ministry of Justice in June 104:2 and 
id naa Vice -.Minister of Justice Was a nwniber of 
the Ethiopian delegation to the Sun Francisco 
Conference in 1945, :uid mru-a Vice- Minister for 
Foreign Afftin m L 1*40. Hr i* it modest, hard" 
working, eouhi-ieiniuiis man who liidiki’s rtMpousi- 
hi Iky. Since 1946 he has suffered from severe ill- 
lioiilfch owing to a weak heart. and I'an been urniMi 
to function kti tin- pout which Ih> still nominally 
Imlik He api*nt rikwi of 15+48 in Europe and Egypt., 

Id. Dejazmach Anidn Mikael liable Siktssic 

Bom about 16-77, A funner Minfeter of tin* 
Interior and also Minister of Agrieult-sre. Tl * 
friend [Ibd culvisfcr id the Emperor In June 1930 
he whj 4 math a Dejazmach and alter holding two 
minor appointment* as Governor was tutnaferced in 
1033 to Arussi He is reactionary atid unii-fureign 
in outlook. Co mm untied the army from Arassi on 
the southern front in the Italo-Ethiopnan War and 
l"-fr Ethiopia with the Emperor, He relumed to 
Khartum from Palestine in January 1941 und 
accompanied the Emperor into Ethiopia- IL* w m 
fret reappointed to I vis. old jM.jts.t_ of Governor of 
Arussb but in March 1042 was made Governor' 
General of ilmt province. In July J(M3 he became 
a member of the Crown Count;il, at the same time 
relroqumlupg his Govemor-GeaeraJithip. 

II. Ato Amds Mikael 

Born in 1912 wild educated at Hie Menelik School 
in Addi* Ababa. He uptnaks fluent Fnmdh and 
Italian and mine English. Before the occupation 
he wo* n teacher in the Imperial household During 
the ixcuputinii he was employed by the 1 1 alums in 
their printing und propngantjii wet inn. and was 
ultimately given the title of ciivh there, n fuel he is 
atilil trying to lire down. He continued in I he wnu- 
work after the liberation, and in J uly lfl4S we-- made 
Cenaor of Public EBterUuiuuents In 11H4 he ffn^ 
ut in charge of the local newspaper* (all published 
y I lie Press and Infurtiiafiiwi Depart mem), and he 
uuauoikiad te the 1 * 1*1 of Direct or-( fetural when 
A to tvTfqi Herhiui wli* rent to Jerusalem in June 
1947. Although iiuee eurl> in 1948, whan the 
Department became a Mini*try, hi* linn beta under 
Atn Makuiiucti Ha fife Wold, the innumerable 
responsibilities of the latter leave him a relatively 
freo hand in the administration of his office. He 
in prominent in the local vport* a asocial: ion. Intelli¬ 
gent ami agreeable company Hu wife also sjwak* 
gcyjJ Fretinh, 


12. Lij A rain Ababa 

Buna lit unci educjiU’d in Ethiopia. A 

diMMiit relative of the Emperor. Speak? English 
nmi French. In li*h3 he unooinpaiiied the iat« 
BEatlengetn Hcnji (then Minister for Foreign 
Affaire) to Japan In 10MT' ho left EthiopLii and 
w-'nt to Aiiu'riea, where lie remained up to the 
he ginning n£ ttH3. when he returned to hie country 
and wu* apfioinled tiovemur uf a hiiuiII province to 
the north of Hitfar, In Jww ItUfi he wafi apfioinM 
Wn etnr.tj!'ii?nil of Hi* I iitLCotna nttd in 1W0 wan 
frent. to India iih head ■ >f the Ethiopian commercial 
delegation. In June I94E5 he wns appointed 
MisUiier in tiiu PHtiif 1 .\Iirii«i+ i r , ‘s OfftOe arid in Juno 
1047 Vice-Mini*ter uf FosSh, Telegraphs and Tele- 
pltanea. Quiet and utiliseuming, without any ciufc- 

and i ng lj u u I i fient ionii 


13, If.K.LF Maridarnnich Vsfa Wsissn Haile 
Sihiisie, G-C.V.O, GiB-K- 

I’rtjtffl Prince u: Ethiopia. 'ITho eldest suti of tiie 
Emperor, Imrn in 1010, :ii the time of the revolution 

which ended in the di thromu.. of Lij Yuan. As 

* baby he was kept for nix months at tit-* British 
Legation 1- prevent lii>» falling into the hnuds of Lij 
Ylihu. Speaks English nnd Frcneh. He was given 
the ti.C V.O, nn ttie uecn-ion of the Duke of 
GkfcJttittw'a mission to l-'Uiiupin in November IttBO- 

In Fofcnteri H431 hr wjis funnally ajipofcnted heir 
apparent, urn) giv»Ti Liu- uruU*nl Sbotui title of 
Marldosmoeh. together wjth the Dnovinfies of 8-lioa 
an . I Wol 1 0 (wi! h the es eeption of A nkober j, 1 f ■ ■ t ook 
over ehficg.* of his prtuvmpe with biiLKlqtM.rfen* sit 
Des&ie in January 1933. 

in f'iveuJ ut PAH he Went on ritl uflirlnl visit t-i> 
Egypt, Fruncoj England. Daily and Germany to 
return fhnnkft fur the otl'seml miKSLOOm rant by thote 
countries on the occasion of bis fan her’* i-nronatioiL 
He was absent for twu airui a i alf months. On iiis 
return he Wu* married h» the widowed daughter Of 
3?as Soyoum. who bus two children by her tmnriags 
with 1 be lute Dejnr.marh Giihrc l4ilussie He haft 
separated from his wife, and atteutjate ut n.-ea:iricilia- 
lion made by the Emperor ware unsuec«Hsful In 
April 1945 ho succeeded in •obtaining u divnree, and 
s month later married the oldest daughter of 
DtjuriTiiieh Ababa Damtnw {r/.r.l. 

Daring the lulo-Etliiupiuii IVn he was in Atldie 
Ababa as representative of ihf Emjaemr wdule the 
lutier wa* Lin the northern front, and in May lltfkj 
accompanied the Empi-ror to England, where ho 
eontiiLuod his education. He joined ihe* Emperor in 
Khartum and aouiunpahied him over the tn^ider into 
Ethiopia in January TEM1. He returned to Khartum 
and after ipuilifyini: Ml the Ethiopian Officers' 
1 reining Sciwot he was oommiatiotiwd in the 
EthinpiDU army In April 15441 He dew from Roxeivra 
to Debra Mtirkcw to rejoin the Emperor In Nuv.un- 
ber 1941 as reprrsnitntivc of the Emperor, ha 
entered Uyndnr on it* capture from ilie Iialhms 

He wtts i biiii. while id ill remaining Ooveruor- 
Geticml of Wollo, "ipt"Milled Ai-ting tlovemor- 
Genanil of Begemdtr. roltnquishing the latter p*:^l in 
May HH-t to lU* I mm (r/.r.), who became tjovcrtuir- 
Gonertil wiih hit* M‘nt at fiondar. 

ITc tins A pertain dignity of maimer, is not very 
clever hut is wrious-ininded and anxiruis to introduce 
effiefeni ftdminwfration In dswrmu of strtuigtheniag 
the British connexicijj with Ethiopia nw nmeh ns 
pjesible The favnurite son of ih r- Einprt'K- 

EaHy in 1947 the Emperor recoiled! him. u* Addis 
Ababa and he in either being grooined for lie* RutcsR* 
turn or being kepi under drscreet *ij|u rvisMjn. Elia 
position is difficult as he has become the rallying 
point for ihc Opposition, He shore* thejp viowt, but 
wisely refrains worn taking up too Openly the tradi¬ 
tional ruh* of ibt* heir-appsrent. Of fete he has been 
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demons Iniling 3ii& pro- British fee lings Botnet hot 
more ufaudv. In a twiiiitrv wlisre the power of 
money exert® ii® inffiience up lo the -*teps M ihe 
throne. In i-ujoya a eoiiSHferubk' reputation from the 
hn't that he i? known not to be " coiniuemiidly* 
minded. ' Hin influence particularly with hin 
fmlier, ii]'|H?ars to be steadily diminishing. 

14. Brigadicr-Gnirctwl Asian 'Wolde Gmrgis 

Brarn in 3140“, educated ot the MrEiulik School, 
Adde Ababa, and at St. (At. Speaks fair French 
and sum« English. Wmt an officer in the Etu juror’s 
borlygiinrd. Fougln against the Italians in Bale 
under DejftRniacb Bayane Mcrid nnd Re> Desta. 
Took refuge in British Somaliland, procured Fn■ irnti 
weapons and nmmunjtian frijm Jdmti. helped rai»e 
5j0u iCilii.ipiimi in Kenya and re-entered Ethiopia 
from ihero In Ajtl] ttH I Appointed Viec-Gm r-rnur 
of WoOo uodoir the Crown Brine*. Early in 1043 
wus aeni as Governor Bomna, which he 
oduiutistored unlit May 1940 with a cerf-ain efficiency 
but iiu grcjui integrity, On oceu^ion eoukl be 
Birtieabfe imd pleasant to British officials, but was 
frequently annoying (o I he Ketiyr. EidmMfetratio]] 
and lhe Britlidi Coftjfti) at Mega over frontier nncj 
tribal cfucfll tntiR, He suppressed the Ouragi reTdlt 
in 1944.. during which he is iu-lieved to him? given 
orders for the killing in cold blood of same of the 
prisDuerif. In June 1940 wa- promoted brigadier 
goneral and app+LEnted to cotumnud the i?ud I Hviaiou. 
wiih hutuirpinrUfL at Di'fldr. Tn April 1946 when 
the lied Division w-aa fenptd, w-itb headquarters at 
11 itrnr, he u-iM* transferred there an its commander 

His career in lEie army Iifih been a rapid one. In 
February 1941 he was a pliUoon commander tn the 
2nd Irregular flnttalkm under the command of 
LieLjtfiiriut.Cli.nc3 Curie fno'.i. Ills Majesty's 
Consul}, who gm rid of him for incompetemee. Re 
is ,i heavy drinker and hnomes Bnmewluit odeDdi'i- 
in rns eups Hi’ 1ms lately adopted an anteDriti&li 
n'di’ atu] him hemi generally obstructive towards the 
British Military l\fissioti, In April 1947 he noted 
ns president of the Ethiopian delegation appointed 
to diflouH* modifications of the Kenya-Etniopian 
boundary, 

15- IK’jfl/inach Asmfe (Madhinl kwvsa 

Bum 1019. Fourth and only surviving ^jh uf Ru* 
KttiM, (y|. n.). Before I ho itidchl'iiiiiu.iuu War wn$ 
educated at an English miasion m-Suxil. Later 
jwcompunifld Ills fethiT nnd the EmpiTur lo England, 
where ho continued Ids cdijvation In November 
19*10 he rejoinod l(io Emperor in JUiartum und whs 
com missioned in the Ethiopian army after qualifying 
ait n cadet in the Ethiupinti O^ricera’ Training ScIiuoL 

After the Ejppcirors return In* wa* made Governor 
of S«l«lr Province. Iri Ocluher 1042 hi? was 
appoinled IK>vtrm>r of (louder nud given cite title of 
Dej&ziuach. A year Inter he received flu- governor¬ 
ship of Begemdiir lo February E944 lu> imrried a 
grnnd-dHiighfer of the Empress. Three imuilhs later 
wns appointod Governor-cient-raI of Woileg* r where 
he showed himself a 1c* >ri and «*ffi+'ieut mjimuisn.itiir. 
Tn June 1949 wflh • ran -ferrod tu i..- tiisvenwr^f 5eru*r?Ll 
ai Ai'unri Provindv, und wish. Timde Ifepixnuiuh 

16, Bi tended Andargachaw (Andargnil Masayf 

Born uboiil ItHFi. Wna sunt- to France bv the 
Emperor for education and Infer become first secre¬ 
tary ut the Ethiopian Legation in Parti Upon bis 
^itint t.o Ethiopia hi wui unide fithiopinii CooHul 
at Jibuti, in which Liapmdty he remained until Rtild. 
In July 1940 he reFielwd Khartum from Cairo uud 
wan a pointed by the Kmpexair an liaiaoD uffionr al 
the l-ItlilogutLTi refugee tifuuing enmp in Khartum. 
In thini he was UfliUcoe-sful und hih transferred to 
the Rmpnor'i personal a tad. He acccMiipnnlod the 


Emperur au his jotirn. y ihrougb tlojyam, Wlien 
Prince .Miikonnvn 11uw JJunir lo undertake hia 
duties there m Governor, Lij Atidurgiii uecompiu i *d 
him and wan appointed Vies-Governor. Earls in 
Ht42 he was nominated J ‘ Afa Mui-eju " i .Montli .4 
iho J I rineif}i 

Him reltitions with ibe British autbociliei* in Hmrar, 
though unfriendly al Hrsi. later improved. He was 
diernisfi^l fmiii 1 iis. post in September 1942 at th* 
infitance of hifl poteooal uneuiy \Co6do tJiorgm 
for aflogcd corruption. In July IU4J lu> wan 
appointed Minister of Justice, und m September 
DM4 mamed Prince** Tenanya Worq, the Emperer'ft 
eldesl daughter and svidow of Dus Drat* Damtnw. 
tufneting thereby n sweet revenge on Wolde (Borgia, 
w-!hj had hiiciL u rival .oid confident suitor. In 
January IlMfi was spj-oinfed G^vortior-tfeucrat of 
Hccarndir Froviittw and givtin (lie title uf Bitwurh-d. 

Energetic rmd well-maartLug. hut nervy and 
excitable, und prone to regard hi*, official duties tw 
aecculdnlj U.I the bus!nosK of ruutiMsir!^ ii for one 
^utUljle to his rank. 

17, BUtta Ayclla Gubre 

Bom ESOiO. .is educated in ilu? French Missiua 
at Harerand speak$ Fnsucli well After having been 
suucessivdy director of the Dire D&wa customs and 
acting director uf the Addis Ababa ciisionas during 
the fthsuiiec in Europi 3 of Ato GuhmJgieiflbhitr 
Fra labile in 1 ItJS It*- wus appointed in March 
to be director of the Mimicipulity of Addis Ababa, 
Iji 1092 hr was Hindu chief judge of Uic Special 
Court at Addis; .\habo 

Blfitto Aycllu is il pleiwsir.r and not unintelligent 
man oud j* friendly tn Europvf lo* He sj.ivaks 
cxcclh-nt Arabic and wn^ at mu* tmac sent orj a 
ruisbion to i Ik liuam V*bi* uf the Vemcri. He 
submitted to the I: Lilians iironediately after the 
occupation of \ddi-. Ababa and was put in .:lm?t,-.' ..f 
the native courts. On 10th May, 1941, bo w^ 
appointed by the Emperor Minister of Justire, Id 
J uly 1942 was appointed Ethiopian Minister to the 
Court of St, Jftinea‘s and in March P.AUi Vice- 
tiovomnr-X lo note] of Barer Province. 

I A. [feja/macli Ba/rabih Sifeshi 

Bom about 3tK.r>. eduealctl locally, Elder brother 
of I fejstf.nmch Mas tin tsilashi i if v,), \\>r=. employed 
in Ilurar Province before the kalian invasion. 
Joined the gm-mlla fighters during the Occupation 
and never submitted to the Ifelian^ Jn April 1942 
was nppnintcil Govenire of Buko Provimse, (rann- 
fervi'd to Tigrai as Director-13 uneral in February 
1944. und m January 1046 win* appointed Governor 
of Bale, Made rt Viv:*.Miniilcr in the Minister of 
Interior in June UMfl, 

19 . Blurta Kphnaim Tewolde-Medhcn 

Atj Kritrean, bnm ubout IfXfc?, Educated tn the 
Sw>*di»h Mission Sdiool Asnmr*. and ihc Amrrican 
rniyorait.y of Beirut. SpAAka English. French, 
I kalian and. Alifctf Was a whoo] •feacner in Asmara. 
Administrator of Ihc Tafari MukonuiTi School fruin 
its feundotion. A|>p*itnted to hr Ethjopjais Consul 
in I'uria, 1928. Lau-rsieni (o Undoti, where hr w‘bm 
clmrgd d'affaires fur nevi ral year*. Fthiopimi 
'h'lugME-* in ihu iji’iigue of NaiirnsR several times. 
Wm in England during the I rub-Ethiopian \Vnr and 
remnirn-.d there after tin- Italian c>L.*4jupation of 
Ethiopia, and whtm ib-- Emperor went kj Ijotnkm. 
Vto Ephraim worn with the Eiuperor for n time. 
I^iu-r In* w'ruii to Frtunu* and w*h (here when the 
1 teriujtirs look Barit;, Mh ringed to get awiiv and 
returned to Ethiopia in Bcpfember 1942, hie fimt 
visit since IMS. Appointed to be Vice-Mini*ter for 
Foreign Affnifs wutli the tilfe of Blattu in November 

im 
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Sfcfing Lis leaure n* Vici-M oiufcor be was 
su^AfiiHun conceited,, otoimri'■- ami inefficient A 
gpoti linguist, with u gmxi presence. but &Lnw-w utwL 

In October 1048 appointed Ethiopian Minister at 

\\ iiaiiiuglou, mid in 8t‘[jU‘i!]bt’r 1915 was lmflsJi*r," | {| 

u> Jordon, He woe repln.u*sd. h\ Alt* Abuba Rutta 
iu 1948. and joined the Etbictjaun duli*Eiil i«n to Hie 
fitted NntionH Genera) Assembly held in Paris in 
Lin* Autumn uf (hut year. At the end of 1948, after 
the wtsim to Add is A be bn uJ tin* delegation, he bus 
not been appointed to u new post 

20 . Ain Emmanuel Abraham 

Horn in 1918 at L-ftkcmti, educated at the Talari 
Mikoiueti ShhooL Addin A balm. Speako fluent 
English and fair French, Headmaster of a large 
Government scion *3 ut Adm Tjfnri, direeled tu¬ 
ns 1 . Marlin, In 1985 he Accompanied Dr. Martin to 
Itutdoii und worked as private secretory in the lega¬ 
tion. Returned to Ethiopia in August 1943 And was 
appointed iSirectordi-jfiini of itie Minmtrv fur 
Foreign Affaire in NaTutnbor and tlieti in May 1944 
transferred to Ministry of Education, of which hois 
Director-! retMftal ,ind acting bend Member of the 
Ethiopian delegation to tlu Sun Fnineiseo Con¬ 
ference in 1945. 

A quiet, OBAtubllioiiK man who from ill- 

betileb and is tuuidivujipcd in his work by fibrin king 
fruiu poliikul iuhrigUi A* on ornugeitcal Furiiim 
bif r policy is iiriij.Catholic, and be is .mrimu, to iisb 
I nrgt.- uiiuiiivr* of Prnteatnnt rnissfonicHeB in schools, 
throng bout the country. 

In Jitm? E147 i t- wjia removed fttnu liU [hdsE and 
is at prose ill Uto'ni ployed. 


21* Dcfumdi Hulk Selukvie Gujjmi 

Born in 19Q7, Son of Bug Gugsa Amin und great- 
grundiOiiof the Emperor Johannes. Married in 1Q0J 
thy Emperors wnid daughter, Prince Zeu#im 
Wurq, tv ho * i seii seven months uftor her marriage. 

IWb Cl, fur.. of MjicjiIK* utter Ids falher'i? death 

in 11*32 Dsserted to ilw Italians in 1903, hoisted 
tlie ft n ha ti Hug tiVMf MadiJIi- arid provided the enemy 
witJx inilitnrv secrete Rewarded by (he Italians 
tvith thf rank uf lias and iiovernoridup of Tigrtii 
Coiuintiod to collaborate with them timing [heir 
oceupntion of Ethiopia 

Co the nrriv d «f British troops in Trend in 1941, 
Im sought lli<- -arV’ty of British protection anil was 
(mintsted wish the aiimintetration of Eastern TLgrm. 
hut failed to be of any araiatamte and was suspended 
from liin fund ini ik. In May 1941 line Bern a congratu¬ 
latory telegram eo the Emperor un the occasion uf 
hin restoration and the liberation of Ethic pin. The 
Eitifierur then ronveyed bin deaire to the British 
authorities that Ih/pixmaab Haile Selassie should he 
sent to Addia Ababa to stand trial, But it was 
deetd.- i by ITtb Jfjijeirty^ Gtnemnient that, in view 
of his unwillingness to return to Addis Ababa mid 
cernuii minor pidtlicnl eonaidemtions at tin* time, b,? 
should nut refLim but instead fthiUibl be 6etit with It 
feiv person ill willing to the SeycMle*. there to 
remain until the end of the war. 

T™Minis i lii* i-m| of IfHfi the Ernpowr again pn«M^d 
strongly fur his being tmek m Ethiopnt for tnnb 
and Hi*i Majesty ’s Covonmuitt have agreed after 
some dtfn.-uh*riivn (n hand him over in due course. 

Hi' hi h fiLinjjy wph' dolivered tu 1 1 1 ,* Ethiopian 

* * >v «» r i »bnt i rt ^ptembff IB4S, A f ter a trial before 
leri Elhiopinn mid Sm* Europnan judgMis, which wiis 
gen P tally eonstidi r*-d it. hnv- fm*n fnir, im d in which 
tie v,»>* given every opportunity io defend himself 
he mis mudemued to death. He appcAlad to the 
Emperor for olemency; (Fie Emperor hag to far 
refused to pronounce u dririsioet niiri ineam. bile he 
it util! a prisoner 


22. He., Ha do Bahm 

_ Born about 1S87. the grandson gf King TnkJu 
iiaimsnat of tiojjani und uapht-w of Relh i buhi Toldn 
Ktimumot. He lh n hereditary chief of tho Andmra 
S:istir disiitioi east of the Blue ivile. Until the 
time ef the Einperor’s return from exile Uj Huiiu 
grimed no prominence, living quietly an his estates. 
He never submitted to the Itiilinns, rtttd was for 
some time living in a cave in the loshse Valley. 
M hen conici. ted by l(iy secret iniiuiuH) under 
Brigadier Band ford In agreed u.> waueruti mid 
attacked Urn Italians at Mot a and Kero, driving bank 
RftS Hojlu Tuklft linimtuiut to Di-bra Markos, .md 
in Alorch he was appointed (Jovernor*UenCrhl 

of fhe Erovinets yf Gojjsm and niW'd to the rank of 

Hiis. ' Retired in 194(1 mid lives quietly in ;Vddts 

Ababa. 

i\ feudal chieftain, owing hie poeititm to the 
ftfteatige of Ida descent. 

Is a member of the Crown Council. Senile and 
a men) figure-head, 

23. HJJ. Km HiiiIn Taklu Huinranot 

Ikiru about I87i\ Duly surviving lint natural son 
of Kin^ Tiikia HidlPanoi, of Uojjmu and KaRa. wlio 
was tributary to tha Enipi j .ror Mcimlil;. i Immbou 
of DfjiiiKifldi Tosaama, of Gojjoiu. Married n 
daughter (deceased.) of Has Mango^ba Atukum, Ha» 
many imhirut children. As hereditary (iov r artitir of 
Gojjuni he held a punieulurly indapfuident position 
fiWi-rif the Ceulrel Govern meat and was believed 
to have thoughL *..f renouncing Ids allegiance to the 
Emperor whom he dislikes and despises, but lie 
refrained Irem using die opportunity of Has Wallin's 
rebellion in 1930 to da xu. 

He ivji.'m summoned to Addis Absbu alter the 
Empress Zauditu’s dentil in A|irit UftlO, and thiiL*. 
after compel led to remain at the capital, to | c ja 
tincotuenlcd disgust. In April 1031 ihi- betrothal 
was aiuiouiict-d of his sou, Lsj Vobarmc^, to Prinvere 
TsmiFiiu. diiUghtor of the Emperor. In April 103*2 he* 
was publicly judgid guiltv of tnalpracticca, fined 
mH‘j.rio<i dolhirH. and deprived of thru? provinces 
I to tlien net about to work for the restoration of Lij 
T lum, und wiih arrested aa noon nm it u'u.s known (hid 
tin- Jn<ter had eaenpedi, He was tried and sentenced 
to death, but wnfi reprieved, deprived of idl his 
posseRsious. and sentenced to lift- miprimmnt'nl. 
which he Gtwu?<l by serving on an island an Like 
Dendh some 6(» miles west of Arldi*! Ababa, 
Itomained a political prisoner in Addis Ababa 
throughout the war, and was ordered to SCcampimj 
(be Emperor on his departure He is n&id tu fijive 
been pardoned at Dire Dawa. where he left the 
Imperial train. Ho retutnod to Addis Ababa and at 
once m bniilled to the Italian*. He was used bv 
Marehnl Era^rnni canstdombly in Ethiopian affuirn 
during ila* period of The estemiiun of the occupation ; 
the submissions of various u.EiiefH wore offeetod 
Ihrough him. He participated in the military oprm* 
tiMnn in Uiu Ambo and Fiehc diairiets. In particular, 
he effected the surrender of the two aons of Has 
K i.^sn in fAch.' m December fDejnsmnch Abrnm 
Kii!W}ii nnd Dejrumaoh Asfa Wuaaan Kosaa) and will 
huv." io square his eon&cicnce with the fact that thev 
were shot out of band by I Fie tlaliana. to whom he 
handed tlw.pn over. Was decorated bv the ItAhans 
for bi^ wrvices, 

AI the Drue when, owing to British infiltration and 
the approach of the Emperor, Gojjam appeared to 
be about, to break into af-en revolt' Rujm BniFu was 
nominator) " Klhe i. . ,j m. ] fil 

Markos to rally his sopjh.rtcrs. His uttempi failed, 
howowr, and tie was fnreed to submit to the 
Emjh'Mfr at Debm Markos in April I SMI. 

Having como to uu ngraemsnt with the Empcrer 
nel i" hike part m uny further intrigues ngainst, the 
ox | .it mg dynasty, he tins been allowed to ranmin 
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quietly m Addis Ababa, occupying the [Hjgition of s 
privntil Ethiopian noble and retaining the precedt-uots 
to which hh ntnk entitles him. 

A rich and avaricious man, he has aged con* 
Gidarnbly of lute and no longer (h. bt* murii of 

a potontini nveusw. lu July 31 M3 he was released 
from house arrest under whicfi in- Jmd been piacird 
since August ISMS. 

24. Tsuhiili Trizaz Itaiic Vt u3da Rnfc 

In 19Iti whs chief private sccretivry to the present 
Kutpercjr. Appointed Minister of i "obik Telegrapiis 
uni] Telephones in July 1930 Appointed Minister 
of Commerce in September ]KIJ and Minister of 
Fittante m Jimuary 1983. Appointed Tsnhall Thy.a* 
(Privy Heal I in May 1984. In June 1986 he left 
Ethiopia uitli the Emperor and settled in PaLestine, 
returning from there to Khartum in September 1949. 
Iti November he wiut sent into Ethiopia as the 
Einperor’s representative with 101 Minii-m, Non hem 
8ecti™, in (he Nurthem Irirovinoes, and co-dperat<-d 
wiih members of the Briisnli secret inisEiion. lie 
reuinim-d in thr north luitil tHc fjill *:if tiondsr, wiwn 
be returned to Addis Ababa, In July 1942 he wna 
appointed tSovvmor of Debra Birlmu and dislriot. 

In October 1SM8 he was made Counsellor of the 
Crown. Ho ih a atsundi member of the Ethiopian 
Church and. in conseqneoci.-, reactionary and anti- 
fonrigo, 

25. Abba Hanna 

I sum in 1895. A prii'JMt uf quint bearing ami ustelio 
sppeimnnce who hu« lung been the trusted confidant 
of ihe Emperor. Wn*. often in the Jl.inu I'nivinee 
With the supposed rnisskm of wiitehing over tiis 
imprisoned Ijj Vain (nii(il the latter died at the end 
of tu&ftg Considered by sonic to h? the dfainracs 
fjri*e of Eihiupbui politic*. Ito rertffhed Khartum 
with the frown Prince in Oetalj+T IfMO. aocompaiuad 
lh.* Enijjerer through tiojjrLiu and is- now w ith him 
in Addld Ababa, 

Ho exercises considiTiibly more in finance than is 
apparent and i* the cm me arc jjTTJsr of the Palace. 

26, Icbege (iabrn t,iorgi\ (Almna Basiliosl 

Born about I88H. Before being made Ichegt- in 
February 1985 Abba Lhibru Giorgis vim for twu years 
head of th<' Etliiopian moiiHslerv in (‘ak-stine. fl<- 
Mtccoiiyininied the Emperor on Ms departure from 
Ethiopia in 19®fl and remained with him for *ome 
lime irs England, inter returning to Pal* itinr In 
Juno jtMti |w joined the Emperor in the Sudan arid 
uenumpstiiad him throughout tlu- journey from 
Khartum to Addis .Ybebt, In th« absonin* of a 
(xmatituiionnlly appointed rtrelibiBhop, Xobage (tohrn 
tiiOrgj> iv-ifl for more than n year aficr the Emporor's 
return acting h ad of the Ethiopian Church, In xht* 
summer of HM8 ugrooment was renehed but ween 
Hie Elbbjiac Church and the PiUriurehate of 
Alexandrin over Hwir outstanding difb^rettofrK mid 
(bn lebego WB* on- of Hu? four Ethiopian 
.-criesinstiew who in July wont to Ej;ypl und were 
■ ■*'■ ■I'l.-ratod hishopfl, He was appoint - I i«. the See 
Of Slion. and took the mu tic of Atuma Bnstlb* 

27, Run Inuu Hulk- Silusrie. C.B.E. 

Born about ISlM. Scm of 1 te-jasniBch Haile SEmtSe 
and cousin of the Emperor, of whom he m n fail life! 
Kijppurtor. As Deputy tb.ivcmnr of fTi-irur Pi-avinee, 
he proved a popular aurt fffieh-nt udmini^trator and 
n sincere oo]|*borutor with the authorities in British 
SoMiinliknd In CktoWr 1929 het was appointed 
Deputy Governor of Wolki with fulF powerB to deni 
witli the slave traffic puting threnigh tFinf province 
cu njufc to Hie coast. In January t93l tin- heir 
apjiurent.. t'rinw Asfu, Wosseu, was iimdc overlord 
of (he Province of Wollo. but Bejaxiuoah Imini was 
™ (*'i ftovnmur undisr (iia young prince and mti4 


(Fk* chief officer in the latter’s housthoEd. In the 
yum mar of 1932 Ji»- urndo a trip t*? Europe, and on 
his return tuA uver the Previuce of ttoljum, uf which 
lift* Hrtilu hull lawn Mii^possepsud At the suiuetime 
he wii* mode a Har,, 

Commanded ili« wciUim flunk of the Elliiof'ian 
urtnicn in Shin-, RHreiileJ with iMjaxmeicJ) A ye leu 
ufter ihc- bmtk.li of Si-In,;lava in curly Alnrvli cuul 
renvhurl Debra Msi-kos, capital of Fiis Provixice of 
iiujjaiJL. ul- the end Of April. Early in May moved 
towards Addis Abgbu to ludp in its dafenoe, but- 
turned went whin hi- hnjird of the ktdion ocuuputioa. 
li-Lu-hcd Core iu June ubd aesisted in work of 
Provisional Govcmtnpiii of the west there Ie said 
to have l.L*t'ii mude JlintHU'r of War by tlu exiled 
Emperor. At one lima thought of retiring to 
Uganda, but eventually decided In tigFit, Sur- 
rendered in KuiTa in Dm.-eiiilier, Whs brenight to 
Addi* Aha ha early in January and wo* *ent to Italy. 

He returned to Ethiopia in October IM4-i after 
hidng rescued by the AJiie-u in their invasion of 
southern Italy. In .May 1944 be wm appoint-rd 
ijovenuMieBcul uf Begem dir, and in January 1946 
was made Ethiopian Minister in \\ oshingtun, 

Bos Ttram i* a quiet, courteou* and kindly joiuj, 
a model of domestic virtue and perhaps ihe nearest 
approach to un honflfft Ethiopian that the miinin r 
poseosieii. lit? would welcome vo-oucration with tl«i 
Britiah, but iho preoent roginn- ih unlikely to favour 
him "I- allow him prac livid i-.\prchSinii .*L l.i,: poll Goal 
ideam 

28- Dvjiirmach Kabbada T avui m a 

Bora about I1«i."5 and hrougln up in the palace, he 
Wu* at one time Court Chumlieriuni and In lei* 
Ethiopian (*■ II-illI m Jermmtelii. After lbe Italo- 
Ethioimm \V,.r Sin followed the Emperor into exile. 
Jq July tS^u h,* r revel It'd to Khurliiifi from Poleatenn 
find Joiin") the suiTr'i aiifitiiuu under Brigadier Snnd- 
forci, acting us represent nlive r-f the Ehtiperer. He 
is said lo have hecu mi indefatigable worker and ft 
very loyal servant of the EmpWrtSr. He neeumpanied 
the Emperor to Addis Ababa and wa« appointed 
Governor of the Province of Wmllaga. ] n April m2 
he was made Goveniur of Addis Ababa, in which 
pok-t he uhowcj himself reasonably efficient and k*u?n 
on iini.'h-nueihui reforms.. In -I uni UMfl was 
nppninied iSovcmcr-tlenerriJ of llojjam Hnvince 
and wns made Dejaxnuiah, 

29. H.H. Rav Kavci (Hailul Durgv, G.C.V.O-. (iAE- 

Born about 1383. Bus Kassii iii the firftat ■grandson 
of King fiuhlu Silnfisk' and the gi-umdoao of liu« 
Barge, who Witfi imprifioiied by King Theodore mitt 
r t-leai cd by lyord No pier at Mngiltila. JIu was 
Gtsvemcir .?f thy Provinces of Folic. Bonum, doridnr 
and Beuemdir, and spent must of his time at his 
firnvrneial capita!, Fiche, then two days' journey 
frina Addis A bn bu. He held LSj Ymu in custody at 
Fil-Iu- until he esca[M^d in May HkV2 

After the dident and deat h uf Ras tltlgwi Wollie in 
March lU3u Hrui Kjiswi w hs given (he Utter's d»tnin- 
joint, i.r., the PkOvinei's of Uondar and Begemdir. 

Hi- represented Ethiopia si the eertnuttion <J Eving 
{iivirgc V„ when be was nmde (! C,V’.O. und his 
admiration for England ami the English i* geimine. 

On the ocvasirui of King TafCiri'k 1928 cortinulion 
Riir Korea received the title of " Highness." r title 
to which Ih? Cite prciperiy lay elium in virtue of his 
Royal descent. 

CoiiiiiKUidcrdn-ehief uf tJie Eiliiupiati armies in 
the mirth under thy Emperor. Ttotreaterl with Ras 
Siyyuni nh.^r second battle of Tembicn nl tlu- end 
of February mid joined the Emperor at f^oram on 
Bhli March. Took pan in Battle of Mai Ghio Slat 
March. Accompanied the Emperor to Addis Ababa 
and I hence to England Hr returnned with the 
Emperor ihtmighout his nsile in England and later 
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joined Lam in lilnmun Jfuiu Bukrmliiie in J&mmrv 
B J 4 I and iicixitnpanie-d him aero»ft ibe Wilifr in tv 
iithivjpiji., through Uvjftwu. Ws far n* Fiehe, Jllid 
crmuiiiuud.L'd the Patriot iureph at Shi- three-dav 
Uwttlo of Ajebur (Jane 1941 1 

He hit si leoneid-Tabl*- charm >4 muniier. re devout 

niuJ religious, nwi anxious tu prournto thy spiritual 

WuLfnrn at fas i l* Llo w-t^j uej t r ;•mrii. At the D&rm* tin it* 
hi-lure >, r- | .1 n lit i"ii for Lieitnnyivs Bn l» now living 
quietly lu Addis vUmbft aud s> l La senior member of 
tin." Umwii Council 

30. Colond kifie iigttu 

Horn iu lOOfl. Eaucatod in Addis Ababa sbd at 
fcil. Cyr. Speaks French aurl Imiiiui. In J91HI 
rotuiTuxI from France and was made colonel in the 
Imperial liuurJ. Fought ni lb 1 northern front 
jginrinT tin* Italian*, and, tin tb Italian OflCiipnlkkti 
■>i the capital, obtaiuerl aTtielinuy m the Japanese 
Legiirimi, where Lie suyvd for five you its. At the end 
i-tf ll*4l sent in Jirontft as hood of ihn police rind in 
July 11*12 Ltoynmc Direvtor-Oenctflil of Public 
Security From Aug?**! ItMli held tin? appointment 
of tloEHTiii Sivrei ary I* the MmnUt of Wur. hut 
reverted to Director-tii-iiural of Public Security in 
January 1944, Itj ]i*4ft was Appointed Ethiopian 
Cumriu&ftuiiit-r on Franco-3'ihiupian Boundary Cntrt- 

niiKtiimt. 

A reavrved and native ... be Lain, m* liking 

for foreigner* ..ml ha- shown !i 1 11 < oo-.q*? ration with 
the Bril esh ( oiitinisiibiur of Police. Be tres -> 
■tie h> her d (Lin Ftiiir^piijiii ebb".: niton, which iti 
Apr!! 1947 discussed imwlitleulioriTi nsf the Kenya*' 
Ethiopian Lhiundarv with Keny.i officiil*. Mild Wqs 
the principal working member of thy Ei lib phi a 
tenm in the ncgotialKKiH of July 1948 for tire liuml- 
aver uf tin* (Jgjiden. In these Ir.sl tie wnh UnmtpHi- 
geotly tough* 

31* Bbitra hidune Mariam 

Burn m Adowa in 1965 and educated »t 11n■ 
Swedish Miftsiun in Asmara V secretory in rke 

Mini*try for Foreign Affaire froiti 13*27 to I trill. 
S<-m w? Acting Ethiopian ('oiisul to Asmara in I9iki 
Director-General in the Ministry of Education from 
1992 ls> lOi-tt' During tin;- occupation he wu* 
imprisniiivj in 1 inly iinsl only rolciiard m 1US9 He 
rotn,nn.'d to Elllinpiu and ;nihi'il Rnsi SoyvuUj a 
forces in the Tigmi After the lih-ration he necu- 
]>«(■■] mo uffidiil position until 1946, his dluse reln- 
ttuiiH wit!i K j ■ Buvyuin made him for some time 
suspect in tin" eyes tif the iiBith. ritieH Up occupied 
lumnelf ujth cuicim-eroe, end notAhiy witLi thy 
Li iprrini M-ifur Transport Fooipitny fin whidi the 
Etiifwror is undur^iiKid to have wjtjiv interest j. In 
June ItMd hr inis Mti*- i contral'br-genynai of 
ihe Frtwoo*Ethiopian HimIuilv In September Ifijlid 
hi- wcw iiiAdv Aiding Vicc-Miiust**r of Public Health, 
but refused In iiBGttpt aubKlnntivo nppoinimiuLt, 
linviiig l«*<* many other iron# ill ihc flro 

An mi i li-Ltttfd attJ intelhgejit ih.in, hul with n 
repulHitti'ifi lor m lunurn-roifll matter- 

32 B.H.tL Prince Nfukoiuien Huitc Silastie 

Born in 1921. tin .. .ml sun of the F.mpi'rur. Me 

sccompfihii d the Ernpro.v* o-n her visit to Egypt and 
Pjibsiitu- in LbAA and >m his n-turn mo ninth* Duke 
©f Tljirar During the Itnlo-Ethiopisn War hft 
a "•!u- 1 1 • 'iii'd his faiLicr i» th>* iii ite hern from und 
went m i?h him when J 3 o left for England. (‘uii- 
Iinning bis education in Eughbiid ho went lo Si. 
Christopher h, Bhtli, mill AVpilington Collcgr 3n 
JTiiiii- t!W0 he iLcrompanied the Emporor to Khartum. 
He w.c: tNinsim^siuEii'il m ’be Ethiopian army after 
(luidifymg a?* « oodf‘i m the El h in plan fiffiwrs' 
Training Sehuul at Sohu Cmup. Khiurtuiii Iji 
J anuary IfH t vrofood the herd mi ullls the Emperor 
j ts r •■] FJliiu]iifl lb Uicn, hnanver rourno! in 


Elntrtum to conn plot" bis military training, In. 
April H+41 he Lmvullod by uir frum Soscm to 
Markus, there rojoiniug. the Emperor, nmi 
lalcr returned to Hurur n.s jJoVi.iEunf-tJpJUiral of tlml 
province. In Futruary Lu wus married by hie 
|wnnte tv Wqiwro Sara Ginns, grand-dnuglilnr of 
tJu bite Dejaziuaeti AUerra, onc-tim-* Govetuor of 
Kaiyii. of tm old HBreuu family, lit August 11*47 
a sou was Urn*, providing the Emperor with his 
tirst gr:iLidHiin in tbfc UiiiIh line, 

D&spite hir< rige be stiil improssen as a friamlLy 
and fairly intelligent achuulbny wbusc int«a > htii lie 
rather in tilings mechanical and conu/ifrcml than in 
the iidiuinislration of fits pttj.viuee, which k lurgutyr 
cnmcil oul by the VLcui-Dtivutiior. He is aupposed 
to be the Sa,voMJfilv of his father and is dovot+.aJ to 
hi b uldfir I ir* *t I ier 11 n- Cro w n Prince i q ,u, i, Of a w t;n l( 
ami immature character. Im- tciidn Ln Lean on liis 
frtendw of ihe uiomont. with iiucven rusuita. Hie 
Mukiiwrcittl activitiiTi froquently of it im>h« n.*n 
rapu.table nnUiro, and more often than not uniting 
in fnvilnrv. have done inucb lo lower hia prestige 

33. IJculcnant-CoJoflcl Mahonncn Dcnckv 

Bom in 1911. Edueut+xl nt the TatTari Mukonnen 
Sc In ml ond received miliury training in Belgium, 
Speukh French. Italian mid a Little English. Ho 
fought ngnirou. tin L tub i liih. hul rein tuned in Addi^ 
Ahabu during llic occupatiou i*nd wus employed .it 
police hendquarliTHi, I ti 3941 Lie jojiual the tuijicriiil 
Guard, and beoamc fcccoisd in connimiid. In June 
lO 1 !*! i iiia modi* Deputy Communioner of Police 
and allowed cumuduraka]v courage in lending hw men 
ogams* armed bands id tlio city. In DeLautibyr J947 
be vuis m p|minted inde dn-uamp 0 » rln* Emporor A 
Itirgu. fricnillj and cheerful null, who ptay S polo qO 
a mourn like a cart-horse Due of the Minister of 
tlm Put! A folld-wura. hr i*. able b' a^'ist A to TafTara 
VVori| in ■" protecting the Emperor from " tin- 
dt im in ibtc i nducncca. 

34. AtO Alakoinleil. Destn 

Born in 1910. Ho was educated firs-t ,,r. the 
Tufiiri Miikoiineti School, Addis: Ababa, than sent to 
the American ITiivcnuty at Beirut Finally neni 
by iIh* Emperor to .'study medicine at Harvard. 
After -uiiic four years in Amen a ho joined an 
BnihnLipoliijigicitL rmhdon from Harvard wilhuut his 
Government s {HHntufaaoD and entue to Ethiopia. 
Tin- miasioil ended iu failure and be never returned 
to America Aft<n tkie Itdtian occupation he flight 
BSyluQi ii-itli Has IIirihi, one of wIioku countrymen 
he is, bul later esL'iipud from Ethiopia, iravelling 
thp.iugli Gojjani bj the Sudan He proceetdod to 
Cairo mid was for mnwe lime a teacher i*f 
mat huti iflticN at the English \fisalon (.'ulteRe, 
Koubboh He ri’turucd through the Sudan to 
Ethiopia in IIHl, and upon arrival in Addis Ababa 
was imuJe Mi ms ter of Education 

He failed lo iunite » Hucunsa of iu> np^intmenl, 
having no eoueeption of the fimuseiid or other 
raqinrenaeniw of nny i duvational seliemn and paying 
no heed tu hri jlTitinh advis-r, In May 1944 was 
appointi'd Minister of Putts-, Telegraphs and Telo- 
pboneft. a |Kjlit.ii k ally less r"*hpoimib3o ]xiRition. which 
he filled with indifferanf efficiency and doubtful 
integrity 1 until June L C .H6, when he was relegated to 
ilu* ihnil of President of the Chamber 1 of Du|>ti!. le*. A 
w>-nk ehameiiT. vnnwitod »nd lasy, bnl at ibe same 
lime ansiotM- to Si"em n- HUcccaa. 

35. A to Makutmcn liable Wold 

Bom 1 !Mk). After beiisg a suerotjiry im tfa custom* 
he iihd :i< Addis Ahftbn, Lie nas nimlo iirst secretary 
of Use Miiugtry of tLn* Interior, roller he was for 
over thr.*.' ycarts Ibroclor «if Use Ministry of 
Agriculture. In June 1990 be whs appointed 
Director of tile Ministry of b'niancc. Trimaferred ilh 


bfins iur u ilu' Ministry of C’ranitieree in SejitcinU*! 1 
I9f5E, and made at the sinnu time a Director uf llic 

Stale Bank. 

He wan hard*Working, although then, aa how, liit. 
Ministry was both corrupt nod inefDcicnt 

Aec.anpanied tlie Emperor to Jibuti, where iu 1 
remained fur some time, later going to ! raucc and 
staying re the Ethiopian Consulate there. As the 
German* occupied Bam, Mskonncn escaped and 
travelling viji Portugal reached Ethiopia in March 
lfH2. Soon nfier lim nrrival lie wa« ap|k>tnled 
Minieter uf AgriCvllturci and in July 1943 be wan 
made Minister of Agriculture. Commerce and 
Induniry. Early in HbW, when the Departni#nt ol 
Pretw and rnfornintion ceaaed to be a seel inn of the 
Ministry of the Pen and wins raided to the statu* 
of ii Ministry, ^lakonneti Hsbto M'ol-I wus made 
Minister, at tin- naiite titm* rettilning the portfolios 
of Agrieulturo and uf ConuuercM and Indusuy IE 
is. In addition, responsible for Islamic .itfoirs and in 
charge M Ha? dtipartuauit duo ling with reUgioua 
affairs. He h a prot^gd af the Einperor and hss 
Spent mcmt of Liin lif** in the Palme. Hi- grotesque 
fwcial appearance i> in keeping with Uin* jn-iusifir 
heliif that La- k o sorcerer versed in the Black Art, 
Shrewd but ignorant and Intolerant of advice. Has 
innnaged by innumerable large* nutd small-sente 
" rackets" to Itip' the fiockefcs of bis Lniieripl 
patrons while referring a generous commiseion mid 
MMuring a secure position for himself. Bereonally 
rmuui and universally unpopular. His pulley, if 
pcrsisN'd in, i* likely to pruduee a eJuMH-iu econtnuk 
■ituatjoti in Ethiopia when pn-waTit fnvourahle jk*sI* 
war conditioni disappear, 

36, Bitwadcd Makoanen tadjLkachuw. O.B.F- 

Horn 1R92 A tall, hnndsKime man, ha is related 
to the late Has Tourtima. guardian and iitLor of 
Eij Vmu. tmd j- 4 married to the Prin-on.^ Yaaboahft- 
worq, niece of the Em|ieror He hn» he=en 
suecessively Minister of Cmtjmerei.% the firat 
Ethiopian Minister to the tWrr of St Janie's, 
Governor of Addfs Ahnlm Minister of the [nk'ritvr, 
and in ltdi4 Governor of Gore. 

Iu ho wfin a member of Rita TalariF suite on 
the latiur'ff tfiuit to Lon dun, and wilh m that time 
awarded ihc O.B.E 

Durine the Ita1t>-Ethiopian Wur he ©a.Hided 

the i ion- iinnitfe on 1 h a Ogadcn Front under 
D^jaunuch Nasihu and then neeompaiinH) the 
Emperor into exile He lived with bis wife at 
Joriptro until September 1949, when hi returned 
to the Sudan tunJ travelled with the Emperor 
through Hojjum to Addis Ababa. In May 1941 he 
was appr*inted Min inter of the Interior. 

Sinn Liis Tnnmnge Iu* has been closely connected 
Willi the t^nhiw. He in not tm adminiairator or 
atatt'H 1111 itt. and opinion tin divided tis to bia intelli- 
Jfcnee, but Lie nns plenaiuit tiuinnera. in courteous and 
friflndly 

In January IMS became president nf the Council 
nf Miniftere and was given the titki of Bitwndnd. 
In AiLgjLKt ItHn n. r as appointed Prime Mmiater V\ r n*i 
chief Ethiopian delegate for negotiating the A»j S Io- 
Ethioplnn agreement of 1941. bid was confined to 
playing n largely uereinottial rmri and in April 1945 
hf-arled the Ethiopian delegetiiin to tlu- Srm 
n’lindi® Conference. 

37. Rjhvuded MangiLshti Jam bare 

Burn about IRffiJ. An herrditnry ehief of th* 
Meelia district of UnRntn, he iiuirried Wurit-ro Sabin 
WangoL. daughter uf Kas Tin ilu Takln IJaimtmot tuni 
tu ora* time wife of Lii V:inu ( bul owing to ln>r 
jwirtioiputlon with the It4ilinn?i La? renotmOod !uir 
ah 1 1 they have been divorwd He mbtuitrod to the 

Lilliann when they firti cam* 1 into the opontry, but 
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aotii. after the lirafio&i ri* 8 is*:ier*hi* rovoUed and 
ti-H.ik u large part in the Gojjum Rebellion to tbs dry 
seiftMMi of IttitrJfl After tills he never subtnittoxL 
couHiug i he liuliauH endless trouble and dtijayitif 
them any degree of security in Gojj&xn, Contacted 
by the britiih in 1940 (i.k lF"jU7,mavh Mmignslrn) hu 
sent n ciinxvun of ,400 moil tu the Sudan to receive, 
fin ei* mid run munition. Mid then sheltered the Hond* 
quarters of tin* British iniraiim undbir Brigadier 
Sri idiord until the arrival of the Emperor iu Msuch 
194 L 

In M un: la HM2 he wa* appuintod Viee'Gov»-raor- 
Geueral of the Pruvsnce of i hqjam and t'hjuf of the 
Ann leu ur that province. At the ■arm- tint# he w-aa 
given rfie rirle of ' J Bitwadcd ' tie did not get on 
willi Rok Huihl and in Marsh I94fi tens given th* 
initocuous post of President of the Senate in Addia 
ALimha, Whu made Governor-Gcacral of Wailega 
Province m May !94fi, 

38. Dr, Charles >Vorqbrh Martin 

Kriruvfj in Ethiopia us Aaaj Wurqiueli. was 
abandoned na u baby at Magdnla in J WjS and token 
by n British inthskihriry tu India, whero 3u* was 
ndopicd, edtlcfiti d, anrl yiveci the muue <d Martin 
He practised modiumu in Burma, n-hrre Iso a bo held 
a pcrfiit-itfu, ami i? iiuw u jnsnaitmer of list* Burma 
Government medical service, and murm-d un English 
wife On her death he married Woisrero KuheiIr 
W ory, an Abyssinian lady of iiigb rank, u priiuMn# in 
Inr own right through Iwr muthur, and is iiunr rek- 
lion of the Empire*^ Motum. About the time lie win 
Jipj.<iiuleii to In- Governor y| Cberehir he wai 
divorced from his wife, who subsequently itjiumvd 
Dt-jazinach T -y y l- Gululate 

Had oocuiderabh' influent with the lU*gunt, wlro 
need Mm ub iHtrsonal udvbur, purlkmlarh on quns- 
tianv ufleeting Engluud, In L927 hn wio. lent to 
America to hold cnnvera»tir>n« with I Eh* J. G, White 
CnrjioniHmi cotio-ming lhi- T*ana dam. AdminUu 
irwtor uf the Special Court in ISriR Governor of 
Chi'Tvhpr 11131, Etlsiupinn Minister in Londm; 
1986-38. 

Hu has four sons rind four daughters living (two 
oibur suns w**ni that by the llnlians and two 
djiugbtera me dt ecaiuM), all of whom apeak 
English and hare- been edueMed on European IhM 
OLiatinaU' utid « fearless advoa&ti 1 uf hb own views, 
Dr Martin Lm.*j often disagreed with the ?’tti|ieror, 
fuiij uh a reatfit hai U>mpOrarEly fallen out of favour, 
only to be reinstated At n biter date. HE feuuilties 
are now fftat failing him from ng«, fie holds do public 
ofinv .rn i :! te doubtful if he now hmt mmdi influence 
with the Emperor, HI* family and their oonnexiona 
forti i a powerful felur wEiich is the niauuiaj of the 
young progfesnuve diqm* headed by Li j Yilmp 
Den-sHii C-J.r i who is marrii'd lo Dr Martin'*, 
daughter ElizuLuLh. 

39. Dijn/madi Ma^fin SibLshj 

Bum about H*Utf and bn.'Ught up with his brother. 
ItojHjr.miH' h Ber.m bib Si Ins Is i, in the Ibimtnw house¬ 
hold He is ^rii J to be n hftlf-broihor nf the lato Kiu 
Dcstn iJnrnttm and of Orjaimnch Ababa DnmUw 
tS'o, 8 ), He ttuH a linutouani-cobnid in the 
Imperial Bodygunrd N‘fore the ItalreEthiopiayi War 
and never submitted to the Itniian^, He eotitinned 
resistance to lluUn at first in Shso nnd Sulale, luier 
joining Dejmtmncb Mnngasb* f^.r) in the Gojysm. 
H" •■■■■ ■.:i |■'i n ij 1 .1Emptfor through Gujijum Iinj 
wo-', then win to tighl the Iliilums romninmg in the 
wt-su' ni pfiii 11 lftta A h r 1 be cnpi nre of Gore he wn* 
fat! tu tJiuru a* Ei n i a Tup's repriisuniativc and later 
continued an Governor of that province For on* 
month in 1940 }u. autud ns Guardian "of Addis 
Ab*bn after the amisi of Blsttn Tukknla Hm 
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Governor In July 11*42 he was appointed Governor- 
Otneral of t ht: Province of IHtihabot, and in May 
|04l> ivn e inode (tovemot-General of the importonl 
Province iif Kttffa. 

He is nutivc, shrewd, prompt at -h-fijuiQia^ and hot- 
timpered. Uniitiesrioningly fcuui] lo the Emperor. 

40, Ato MtnavtH Lemma 

Burn 1010 and educated in Cairo. Spelts good 
English, French and Arabic, Hu returned lo 
Ethiopia In 1£X$5 to tight the Italians, but went 
back Lo Cairn during the* occupation, hi 15140 hi) 
was unbuilt io Slnttcngeia Lorearo Tsww in the 
Em purer'a Secretariat ut Khartum. After the 

liberation bt* was secretary to the Puke of IlnniF. 
lie left for Cairo in September 1042 for family 
ranaana. anti > >j l Iuk ret urn in So vena her wo* made 
Director-Genera) in the Ministry of Finance- A 
member of Che Ethiopian delegation to tile SaU 
Francisco Coulsh'ine in 11*45. Me has frequently 
n^umed charge of the Ministry during the absences 
oT Ij ij Yihna Derosas. An able,, hard-working and 
bfna-st official, whofiO efficiency in seriously impaired 
by the fJtwwiUtf amount of work he hue Co do. 

41, Lij Mcnclik Van 

Bom about IP 15, the son of tin: former Emperor, 
Lij Yiisu, by a lister of the Sultan of Ans-sn, in the 
1 Hi■ 111 k: 1 country, Mem-lik U the only wii of Lij 
Yuan recognised by the Ethiopian Government. He 
wan kept for mmay yearn hy the French at Tel jura 
and Oiiock in French Sonin 1 Hand end i* entirely 
uneducated. He returned to Ethiopia via A*snb in 
October PHI j«rad wy* -•■■!, i down to A (Mis Ababa 
from De-isle by (he (.’town Prinw, The KuijH-rur 
take* -.Teal iiitoreat iti him and lie re at present 
living quietly in the Pa!nee. 

He ban now been sc tit to firnum, where he E* kepi 
under supervision, He is colourless amt without 
Arnbiiioh, 

4J. Brigadier Mcftd Mart&*>h* 

Bom in 1012 and educated at the Talfari 
Makoiinen School in Atfdi* Abulm SjasalfB English 
ami French. Before the Italian occupation he was 
trained ns a wireU'sa operator He fought against 
the Itidinn-H aiad rorm-d with Eilaltn Taltele Woldc 
HilWnriut mid hcjiiKriiadi Mrs tin Sihuihu into the 
Sudan in 1088. He joined Brigadier SundfonFa 
Mussion 101 as a wireless operator. In May 1041 
he was appointed Governor of Dir© Dawn, In April 
1042 he wus tn fide hide-do-camp to the Emperor 
.uid was oveutxintty re tensed from tliis imhioua tusk 
in December I'>h7. In March I04H he wtti given 
emuamnul of the '4ml Divisi -n. in De^tsie. and pro¬ 
moted to hrigiidier-grn+TJii (hnvitig previouflly held 
the rank of major). Keserved. but pleasant. Keeps 
aloof from politic* 

4.1, Colonel Mulugcfa Bulli 

Boro in 1917 A Shuars Gniki of humble 
parentage. Educated »t the TjoTuri Maknunen 
School in Addis Ababa. When I he ftaliana invaded 
the L'ountrv he wiut m the Hotetlo Military Academy 
under the Swedish Major Tnium Gi*#> Perkin nl tries 
Report for h’.MIfl. No. fill, acid went to the front with 
the other I'fub-tta ciidi'ls. Fh- Was n refugee in tile 
Sudan for five yean* mid returned to Ethiopia 
through (jojjiun with the Emperor in 1941 In May 
1041 he was made Officer Commanding the Imperial 
GunfJ with the rank of colonel. Iti May 1046 li© 
(eiiiniitniW (Fie contingent which look part in the 
Victory Mureii iu London, and HubsequeiLLlv ritjted 
Sweden. Speaks French and ii little English He 
i> un loomed, but. in 1046 was iL an j tor for the hand 
of Amureeh Nnsibu, who was, however, married in 
April 1040 to Brigadier-Henem I Ahiyye Abeba. This 
increased the rift already existing between the two 
men uk oonimandere of the Imperial Guard and the 


Imperial Army respectively. Hiu house i*. a 
meeting-place fur a number of (he younger 
Ethiopians. Of an independent nature, he luu no 
love for the ruling clique. Although pleasant enough 
in eon remit Urn, lie hn* the reputation of Lung 
xi-nopli<ilue mid, in particular, tmii-Itriiiuh lie 
Ofirtniuly behaved rudely to General L’ottam in 
oonoexton with the umuig©inBnt.s for the despatch 
of the Ethiopian eontingeni to (lie Victory Mnrch 4 
but tills may have been n paa-Hing phase 

44, Bilwaded Nagush (Knbbadaj Bny/tibih 

Burn about 1010. the great-grandson oi King 
Taklu Hniuianol of Gojiarn. His fafher, Fitaumri 
Kabhadn, was n minor t'Fiief of Gojjam nnd his 
mother was the daughter of Hflh Bazziilnh sun of 
King Tukin Haiicinnot. Educated at the Swedish 
Mission School, Addis Abalui, Hu fought under Huh. 
Iniru in the Unlo-Ethiopian War and was left as 
Acting' Governor -ra I lie Rnsi 'k ab'.elice He He ter 
submitted to the Ii alia tin but. with Dcju^mach 
Man gaslift (q.c.), took mi active part an the Gojjam 
Rebellion In 1U87-3S. At the bcgjmiitig uf the war, 
in fuiin 1040. Nhigaah, m DcJjLsiuach Nngasli, was 
contacted by the British Irani the Sudan received 
arms and (iminuiiiiLun from them, and generally 
co-npcmted with (Fietn ill altaeking iLaliau euhnntii 
in the neighbourhiKHf of Unrip, At the fail of Burie 
in 1041 h t* WriH put in elmlrgC of tlie Ijhwii. After 
the Emperor'h departure lor Addis Ababa home 
trouble was caused between Mangoshn mid Nngush 
over i heir several iphereH nf inBuencc. bui, in Mnroh 
]P4i, Xagjssh w‘uh appointed Presiilont of the Senate 
with tlte title of " Bttw L aded.” In Aulv IJMA 
appoimi'd Gt ever nor- licncni] of Arussi, and in May 
UM0 made Vice 1 -Minister in (be Eegu'l Eseeuiiivo 
Bureau of the Prime Mim&ttir's offioe 

45, Culoncl Negga Haile Sclavsk 

Bum in J912 uf humble purcniago. Educated nt 
the Tnfari Makomien school and at IlolaUn itiilitnry 
training college Was a refugee in ific Sudan 
throughout the Italian occupation. In October 1041 
be W 06 appointed Sm:reUiry-Geie-nil of 1 he Ministry 
of War, and two yenre Inter was prornoted to he 
Director of Security wj(h the rank of col on cl 
RoUgned this part in 1944 In Maech 1040 was 
appointed Etlitopien liaison Officer lo the British 
Military Ad hi ini oration in Erilrea lo li.ok idler 
Ethiopian inlorcsls there. 

Speaks French and Arabic, nnd is rj-uorced to lie 
intehlgmiL and a. good put riot. 

He Iwp failed to win Mu? donfidence of the British 
MiJirarT," Ad min Irt ration and has undoubtedly 
ahuHcd his qUoei-dipJonmtic posit ion in Ins efforts to 
further the Ethiopiuii claim to Eritrcn. 

46, \bnnji QcrilkH 

Born about IH77 Formerly a Goptie monk hy the 

name uf Siduraua Aut■ -Tti. His Lmtifieeroricm Ehiim, 

Iti June ]1 J 2K as Abuna uf Ethiopia with the name 
of Qerillus, filled the vacancy ltd: eighteen months 
Iwforc hy the death nf the Ahtinn MatThcoe. aitd 
marked the successful conclusion of the iu gut in Fiona 
conducted at Cairo during ihu hprlng of I (rifi between 
the Coptic Church and the Ethiopian Government, 
repres. iited by Ato Suhh* Kudidou. rlie Director of 
Education, SimuItanWusly with the new Ahupa 
were ooriFwernted, fur the first time in the histr,ry of 
the Ethiopian Church, four Ethioipinn bishops. i!n?ir 
consecration wos s sitccess for the King B©g«nt H g 
policy of incrfiismj Mraiiaiinil independence, at 
which His Ms jest v did not conceal hie satisfaction. 

The Aburni Qeriibp, wfi© appenned at ,4ddi;* Ababa 
on 28th June, 1020, is s man of benevolent appear¬ 
ance :\nd of reputedly high moral character. 
Aeconding to the then Egyptian Consul, he set him¬ 
self two principal tanks: the establishment of the 
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reli^iuUM marriage ceretoony as the- only valid form 
ol un it mg. i n Ethiopia, and the imuibaiing of the 
drink evil, which has degraded the dergy no Jvs.rt 
thii!i ths tnaases of tbc people. 

lV*k refuge in His Majesty*# Legation during the 
ridih unTind-5l.il Aluy, and submitted to tlie Italians 
inuiiedijitdy niter their entry into Addis Abnho. 

In 15M57, shortly after the attack w Gwtfisni {at 
whicli time llie Abuts* elI&u wmw wounded hy the 
bun lIm thrown at the maxsiiil], he wos writ i© Rome 
to take part in the discusnuns jlh to the future of the 
Ethiopian Church hut., uot proving ninanable to ihe 
ttaliun wishes, w'»s returned to Egypt In Jutn- 
UN2 ho came to Ethiopia as h rnsmbur of the 
Egyptian ddugatioo to diseuBf Church arfairs, and 
remained in Addis Ahcilw when (he delegation 
returned (o Egypt, living in the A him ns hnus.- and 
taking n ] a on linen t pan in public religious cere¬ 
monies. His health is iw»rtr and from July 104! he 
was nlwnt in Egypt | where the uliiiiute is more 
congenial in him) titiiii May H+45, when he returned 
to Kthiu(MH .i ihe Emperor's roquust He again 
left Jrtr Egypt in ItNO. and it is nut expected that 
he will return to (liiy country. 

47. Alo fitrvque Bcrlnin (Libre Egrisbhcr 

Born in 1012 nnd educated at llxo Allimiec 
Frurujaise " Scltool in Addis Ababa. Tlte Greek 
.\re!hbtshu]i of Axum then sens him tu Greece to 
pay for his education there. He a fimmt lingLiist 
nmi sj.H?!ikfl I'Xftdb'at Greek, I’reach, Italian and 
Fiiigliali. Ho returned ffum Greuiv- in September 
Ifllt and joined up with the Empf?ror in Knariuni, 
Af;»*r holding ouf or two minor poritionji he wan, an 
July 1045, mode Dirct:t<ir.General uf Fres* and 
Propaganda and in May lIN7 ^v;ls .ip|K>Liitod consul' 

general ut JorusaJem. 

Tropulaive mid UnhalaiteLNJ and prOUr to embroil 
himself in lueal poHiice. 

4& 11,11, Kits Sfjra \iang.aslui, K.B.E. 

L. iIhj natural grnndnon of the Emperor John JV 
nnd Don of Bas MaiigHslLa uf Tigrni. Owing to his 
hikvi]ig taken sides with Lij Yaati ill IU16 he ‘.lju for 
Some time kepi at Addis Abnha as a prisoner on 
ptirolo. Fb* married Lij Vlisu"h dnler and is i.klher- 
in-law ot t! j lut* Dvjaziunch Gubm S-ilUste, Early 
b 1026 he WLth comjielied by the (Jovomnicot to 
marry tho w ife of KAbbodn Mamguaha, after that 
lasly had hern forcibly tisken away frunt her Ililh- 
band, who bad fallen out of favour. Baa Seymu 
secrtmpiuiied Ba> Tufori tu England in 1024, whuti 
Ite w a» raLLkci• • a h B.E., and at the beginning of I02H 
Ins was allowed to return to the north, when? he wu* 
given back most of hie country (Tigrai) plus a part of 
that of the Jute ! leju/itnnck: 1 iFibre Silluaie, who had 
in the meantime been disgraced He ivns kept in 
Adiiis Ababa from the coronation uf (lie Kuipi’ror in 
1060 until the autumn of I0lJ2 h wli,-n lie Wns rilluweti 
to return to his province. 

CuTuiimnded under Has Kassa in the Tcnihied and 
was defected with him in the BJjoend battle of 
Tembien 27tb-2Sth Fftbruary. 1030. Retreated and 
jrtkned rill- Ecui eror at Quorum. Took part in hatlle 
rtf Mai Chau 31 hI Mnreh, After the battle he 
remained in hi* Iamb* near B&uuv. in Salon 
Burremlcrcd to lint ItabnUH there in July 1030 
having come to the end of hi* rcsoureter. 

FF'.- was taken to Italy and pamded round the 
country for propagandn purpoHOs In 1030 be 
ret Drill'd to Ethiopia and wnh nied m-. a puppet 
Govrmor jlthI then when wnr broke out hi'twnen 
Britain and Italy he waa promised the title uf 

f Vince ol SI ton and King of Tigrsi " and sent up 
i n Adwn t(5 in like pntiiutirt speeches fur the ItnLinas. 
Bi 3041 lie unbmiurf to the Briliah Genera! Officer 
Commanding in Eritrea and made hi a pence with 
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the Ei:i|.iTor, Bus Seyuiti, wlrh i is " Patriots,” 
cooperated wiili LieueraJ I Halt a forces in tiu; 
captiin of Ainhu AliLgi ilk May 1041, and in Novem¬ 
ber of riml year wns appointed Govenurtr-General 
of Tigrai under rin- new Aiirmnistraltork. His 
djiughter, Wnixero Walata Israel, merrieil the Crown 
Prince Asia Wnssan, nnd another daughter, Wmisero 
Kahhiidiu'h, iK the wjJqW of Dl'Jlut miu.’li AbatTik, otiu 
of E.hi' Bon-fi of Rub Kunsa, shot by the ituliaiae. On 
aeeoiiiit of bis lineage Ru Sftyuin's rehktions with 
the Emperor are At tinuis apt. to be strained, rind 
beeame especially struined during the revolt in 
Tigrtii in 194®. After the middle of 1042 be was kept 
in Addis Ababa, enjoying the hofl-mir dm* to hi* rank. 
In June 3 IN7 he w u* reappointed Governor-GotaTaI 
<pf Tigrai tmd he returned to his province in January 
llN^. At Girt and of 1040 his only nuniviug son. 
Miuigtiehu Seym 11 , wus betruthod to Pritict'iis Aida, 
daughter of the late Bn- Dttatn and of I'rincess 
Temigne Worq. and thus a grand'deutghter of the 
Emperor. 

In June 11M7 he wg* reappiiniod Guvemor- 
Oeiwal of Tigrni. 

4% Ain Tafara Won) Ktdane Wold. M.V.O. 

Bern 31H>1 and educated ut the Swedish Mission 
School in Addi-i Ababa, hr was for- some fifteen 
years interpreter to the British Legation, On the 
departure of the British Minister. Sir Sidney 
Burton, ut the tin la of the Italian oeoui ution. 
Tafara Wm-^ wn* arrested nnd condei uted to death. 
At the last moment, Imwever, hi- was reprieved and 
sent to Italy, Later, iLfter a perajmil appeal by 
Mr. Anthony Eden In Mussolini, he was relt Jised and 
glint in England. In October 1040 he (ravelled to 
Khartum to join tlu+ Emperor, aecumpunied iuru in 
hia journey through Grtjjiim und His M.ij- Hty'ft 

arrival in ,‘\ddi* Ababa was appointed private seere- 
tury. Went twice to London in 104b with Ato 
Aklllou iht' Emperor b n euii**ary in emmusiun with 
Ethiopian claims ni the Ibtriheotning Fewui* i/onfer* 
ence. 

His love of money and evasive manlier, eatubined 
with an. esaggerutedl idea uf hitt own importucee. do 
:n'■! ruuki- hiii nil Ot tractive fiin.ru [-ter, but in- is pira- 
petent, hard 1 , nuking and not a it bout a sense of 
humour. 

Hi* joumeya to Ijotidon and Barb u* the 
Emperor's amtewary seem lo have gone to his head, 
rmd he now' bus an altogether exaggereitod idea of 
hia uwn importanue. He has thrown iu hiu. lot with 
the Minister of the Pen and i* bpc-uming more 
diffictiH (u work with. Holding a key position, and 
having nil Ihe imscreipulomiiwsa of (he suece^aful 
cliTiiSwr. he is perhaps mure to blurrif than nnyenc 
efse for the filet that the Emperor'* power for good 
ie dechuing, Almost thp- only really competent 
interpreter in English and Amharic. but uni (o hr 
trusted in thn( <»r any f>ther capacity, lieptilian in 
nppearatiee 

50, Fitaurari Tafewi Hubte Mikael 

Boro in 11*00, ed Denied looadly, Wus i iovemor of 
Jigjign 1026-20 and Mlolrter of Public Works 
I9W3-J5, and after the ttahan invasion hee^tmc 
a refugee in PaJertinr and Inter France. Hetntned 
to Ethiopia in February 104A nnd '-vap appuinlf-d 
Minister of CrtumkimicatiunH and Public Works Tn 
July ItH6 hi' was appi ii eli ?<i Minister of Justice, 
whore h^ roristnntly nhstnicted the efinris of rii<- 
Britiph President of it hr* High Court 

In was chief member of rise Guvr-mmem 

dclegaliuii pent tu Cairn to discuss the future 
relfttiuntJup of the Etliinpian Church with the Coptic 
Pntriarehnle, and apfiears to have hi cn ehjirgyd writh 
Other political disimssions with tHe Egyptian Hovem- 
ment ako. In August 1047 he wus appointed 
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Ethiopian Muiiwor in Cairo, nnd proceeded to his 
post in February fltto 

SS. Ate Table Rore 

Bom in lt*i KB, Educated m I tic- fim dudt Mission 
School and thi.> Mortcjik School in Addis Abnhii* and 
ftt Victoria College Alexandria, Speak* English and 
Arabic. He wtw firet employed in iin< Jfouk uf 
Ethiopia, in Addis Ababa. and subsequently in 
Ouftdur I birinp the occupation lie- worked in a bank 
in the Sudan, On Ok liberation he wu*> nuufo 
t(^Ft*t<in-gtrnml to tin- (imt-rnor of Addis Ababa 
In ,111 ei i■ hr I,.■ i■ n 11 »■ - Assistant C’listqdian of 

Bn emv PrujMjrtj. In August 1942 lu- went with 
BloUa Ayyefa Gab re to London, with the rank of 
fiiyt -K.L'h-tjiry. H« was transferred io Moscow, 
lik •« . ih fiiuE. jwft'iary, hi November ItMd mui 
re turned to Ethiopia in August id tin* following Year. 
Ih Novend I'iH t he Wftw made Director-General *d 
Civil Aviation, and has remained in this jiohc jetnee, 
Quiet nttd intelligent, mul isjrt'nkinR good English, lie 
ha- ninritLgod to keep on good terms with the 
American* from T.W..4. wfm run the Ethiopian 
Airline-, mid uko with his Canridhui adviser, pre- 
auiiuihty Ii_v the use of discretion, Is n mildly mown- 
nhih and helpfuL 

52. Dcja/ntMli Tayve i,ululate 

Horn i tout Of ttovnl birth great grand- 

son nf l\iv! l M Be hie Sillnsic of Silos in the malt line, 
He Ints, like Rns Kftfsn, a better title to the throne 
than the present EmjXHur- 

Hemajned quietly tn hi- Proving* of Gurufurdhi 
nnd Giniimi during the wnr, I hough lie wan in receipt 
of Rahim overtures both during if and afterwords. 
Mimatamed -loioe rorr^rtpiuideiicnj with the 1‘trivi- 
hiunwi iloveruiiient '->e W-putti El bioduring t he 
sumiu.-r nf liWki In September he moved va-t with 
a sinnjI foree and Him:ndered in Kaffn a few days 
before Hah Imru in the course of the Italian opera- 
1 1 . .n*i aginn-i the latter nnd his ii-iciemti-h Brought 
up tv Addis Ababa in January 11 HIT, with Has Imru, 
hi' was Bent with him to Lviijflneiiiert in Italy In 
Into he was allowed m return to Ethiopia, 

He ik a friendly mini of distinguished appearaut- 
who does not impirr to any political nnibiticnH and 
who tfaniimi"* to live quietly in Addis Ababa, He 
ha> nni' son, who is unlikely to show greater 
ambition. 

53. Ato Tcfhd lateen 

Horn in 1900. Educated in the French Catholic 
Mi-suiii. (Jn leaving he wci- engaged by the French 
iv* translator. Entered the sorvieo of the 
Ethiopian Govern ii mit snd was made secretory to 
the CmtroUo? of the l-rnneo-Ethiopian Railway, in 
1924 he m. ivHiiputiicd line Tnfari on hit visit to 
Europe m« official interpreter, Gn hi* return he wo# 
attached to the Ministry for Foreign Affair* nfl 
depturl tin ntiil secretary and was in charge of the 
French Section In Slay U^l ha v,ns appointed 
Ethiopian Chatftl d'Affaires in Pnm. from _where 
he wits recalled and promoted to the rank of Director 
o/ the Ministry fur Foreign Affairs in August 104)4 

Remained in Addis Ababa and submit led formally 
tu the Italians in June 1^3$, but wbh iimaitad after 
thi- ai.tempt on the life of Grnrbrn and senL to Italy, 
t’j on 1 1 in return to Ethiopia in ItMfl lie ft as employed 
l.y I i i 1 h Lilian- in ih« Welfaro iw’i'tton of the Addis 
Ababa CoimtiimiaHiito. After the entry of the 
Emp.-ror in May Iftfl he wam ptiAteil to thu Fmpn- 
yiiiuhl DeJiartiuciJl Mid rrinainod there until April 
jftli He w-Eis then ■■•■at hy t lu Eth iopimn Govern- 
metit on n mission lo Egypt, mid in April ItMa was 
made Ethiopian <’barge d'AfTiure^ in Cairo In 
Nuvr.mWr 194B ws« apfidnt-od Ethlapian MiniBler 
in Paris, where he ii. reported to have developed 
strong anti'British feelings Oouitwiui to deal with. 


but lucking in pt reoiiidlty and fearful of r*r.i orutL 
bili tv. 

54. Ahuuu riieophiliH 

liorii In Its IT acid given a good Church ^ueiUinn 
iu tiojjarii. Hi wits for inmiy years n teacher g( 
various ecdestusiictil atibjctita, and in ltH<t was givtn 
i lie title Eif Liqii Si I ui net jlTKe nalTanatf. which 
invented fur him by the Emperor, whose favour lie 
always enjoyed, end appointed bund of the Trinity 
Church iu Addis Ababa In IVHfJ he visited England 
an Eclnopiuti ifd+jigntc* to the World Sunday School 
Conference n( Ecswick. He was eonaet!rated lihliop 
by l|ib Pntrinreh nf Alexandria in July liitt> and given 
the See of Tiarar. In August UM(t \m uttended the. 
Constituent Awembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Auiiiierdam as Ethiopian delegate. He 
is of broader outlook than mewl Ellibpiou eewfeei- 
iwtiLiiL iiiirl speaks a littlr English 

55. TboiliMfi Tiizflt Wnfda Cjiorgh Witldu Aohannin 

Bom nboiii 1902. Of linuihle origin. He was 
educated at the Miwllk School, Addis Ababa, and 
atnrt^d liis career ns dork and interpreter to chiefs 
on liuropcau loure. In thia ciipmity he nc-eoui- 
pn* iod Hu* Go tact law on a, rainxmii in i’n'novn. On 
iiin let urn from Geivva he hceemc Sfuretivry-CSeneral 
in the -Mintatry for Foreign Arndts and held ibis 
pour until It Uhl. when lie won muimVmrtl to the 
Ministry of the Fan am Director-OeHeml An intolll- 
genl and, when he likeK. ftgrveahlc pcrtauuifi(\ but 
a bigoted Nationaliit Irot-heudud, uuK^rupuluUs and 
Xc'jio|.ihobr-. Entirely lo^nt to rln' Eiiifnn-m- he ta. 
hou'evar, wilting iti advrmtM 1 hie personnl fortune by 
Hn* i mi which rnnnol it I vrnys stand the light of 
day. In virtue nf his position, Tie w a |mivu iu the 
council- of the Emperor, oner whom he is thought 
by some well-infonnet! I^tldopiaiLK to exertioci (for 
some unknown roaaon) ;i personal influenuc greater 
tlum thiit nf Abba Hanna, lb remained at the 
Empii'fur's aide thruiigkouf the war ami left Ethiopift 
w-jlIi him In July 1940 b<- reached KlmrhiTu with 
the Emperor and remained with him throughout his 
joiiney to Addis Ababa. Oil arrival in the capital 
in May JIMl ho wan appointvd Minister of the Pen r 
with the titJ q of Tealanli TiljEn^s.’" 

In August 1948 lie wan nten given the Ministry of 
I he Interior Ho is the real poiu-r in Ethiopian 
pohtjfeK and diipa non hesilate to ufif* ruJblcBS meihoiia 
to si amp out any potential pfqtdisition Hth Influence 
in recent tfjnti np].ertre to have been directed more 
to internal matters t]utn to foreign nfTnirs, 

56. Colonel ^Vasan Haifu h.ibhada. VVagshum 

Born iu Hi lib Educated at the TnfTnri MaltOtmen 
fivhod iii Addis Ababa and nt the Hole!La .Mtlilary 
Acadcuu The hereditary niler of the district of 
Wag ua head of an of (heel* Wilt'd family. With his 
father the provimi* \\ ng$himi, ho hiugli! against tho 
iLidiaria until captured, and his father wab beheaded 
Iw-fiire his eyes. He was sent to the penn i soUkunent 
of Nocru ; oh Ins release fa? joined the patriots and 
was recognised by them as (heir chief not. only in 
Wag but nl-w in Hi men 

In 1941 the Emperor EvuifmiH-d his posit inn as 
(jMVeruor tif Wag. ih reiiinintVl fiowover, hirgefy :.u 
the capital, And in 1)M3 ft-ite u]qmEnt"d Viee-M ini Kiev 
of Finite. Telegraphs and r IV|ephiuirs. Hero h* 
tiioweii himpelf tNinscdr’iilions but lacking in 
•idiiiiutetraifve trn ning and ahflity. I le rc hnqnialied 
the jKMt in June 1947 and was rertjijcanted Governor 
of Wop, although it was nearly a year Inter that he 
eventunlly returned to hire province. He bad joined 
the parly of the Mintuter rd the Item, and lug return 
to Wag wiv- generally eonisidcred ns being for the 
purpose, 1 of keeping an aye oti 1 liot nctivitiMi of Ran 
Kevyum, who rottfimed to the Tigrni fit the some 
time 




In lfH7 he married a daughter of Fiteurtiri 
Tafcsun flribio Mikael, and ftu heir win born in imw. 

57, Llj Vilma Dertwva 

Harn iibnui 1906 of a, vdi^tuMjsiid -lioHii family 
from tiimbi and sun of Biatta Etere-sa, former 
I br- tor uf the Mini&try of Agriculture and owner 
of ,i gold nnd platinum conccwiLon and of Jorge 
estates in Wfdlaga Province. He was educated at 
the Menclik fichook Addte Ababa, nnd later at 
Victoria College, Alexandria, and the Lcdou School 
of Economics, Upon hii return from England In 
1904 be worked in the English Department of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affaire. In the ItalmEthtupiun 
W ar ho joined the forces of Bub fniiu and was 
eiiptured with Min in the autumn of t9U4l„ nnd sent 
with him to Italy. In 1949 he returned to Ethiopia 
acid worked with the other political otisont-ra in the 
Political Office. 

Eo Angu-u H4I he wav appointed Director-General 
of the Ministry of Finance and in November KM2 
reused, to Vice-Minister. As ctetiug head of tin* 
Ministry, lie has shown himself lo be a yood organiser 
and strict disciplimiriun. but with the departure of 
his British adviser early in HH4 hie inadequate 
technical knowledge of finance has became steadily 
more apparent. 

Went to flie United States in 1943. - ■utensibly «s 
Ethiopian representative m the Intentationdl E'’ood 
Conference, hut also conducted many negotiations 
with official and unofficial organisations with a view 
to securing iWBistance for Ethiopia, Lncludiug the 
admission of Ethiopia fn the Icoic lcnd prqgnumnsL, 

Friendly but not often frank, he liai, enriched 
himself out of public fund^ ter lest tiuuj most of 
his colleague He is physically fragile, n victim of 
tiibvreuJoeifs and mt inferiority complex, which makes 
him rather touchy in bin personal rpfntions. Lij 
\ 1 1raict is the iicknowlcdgcd h-ndcr of the vouug prii- 
gressive Ethiopians and is nnstout, to use foreign 
help lo Improve the welfare uf his country, hut be 
hcin stooli appreciation of the practical difficulties 
involved in oiirrying out idealistic fcbemew. For 
s-ai.e six luouths during KM8 he was Acting Vice* 
Mi nisi it fur Foreign Affairs, where fo- acquitted 
hi 1 r j s> J f rujttq Li j j tel y , 

59, Major Yohiinnes Ahdu 

Born in HFI0. the ttep-aon of Majid A bud, n fiyriaii 
awning considerable land in (be U‘eat. Bdticatffd 
at Swedish and American Mission schools From 
Ff$J i<) the end of 1982 he was interpreter to Major 
\\ lialley si Hie British A'otiaulnte at Majt |where 
rumour attributed to him Activities in filave tradliig). 
He fought against the Italian^ with TEas Imru, and 
spent the occupation in Cairo- He joined the 
Ethiopian forces in Khartum and tor.k pjirt, in Hie 
G.ijpirn campaign with the Emperor, Tu May 1941 
Ihp was Hent Lo fiidarno with Has Ahebn Aragiil and 
remained in that province when Has AdcfriHau was 
made fJovcmor-Gencml. In Augua! 1942 he was 
ap[ mi] nted Director^Hcnernl of Jimma sul>-pro\inee 
amt !(H>k an active purl in the return of the Kthio- 
pianii to the $nii(|ient part of the Ogaden ill August, 
and also in ncuotintfonB with the Kenya authorities 
over frontier di^putea. 

Highly intelligent uad efficient by local ^tnndardK. 
Xi.j In the le:isr hi be trusted ami exceedingly 
•niibeiims but wtHi n I !F>i.. i,‘i,i,u educated mfo i f,,i* 
it to be possible to reason ft'ith him, 

59. Ate Negus /.nude Ayellu 

Bcirn in 1902, in the district of Atnhnre Sn-int. 
Is a relative of the Emperor mid brother-in-law of 
Has Imru, Him received a purely Ethiopian t-duen- 
Ib-ili and spvakh no foreign boguages. At Llie time 
of t.b3' Italian invadon he held the rank of Fiteurari 
^ud lhe post of Governor of Maji. Fought against 
the Ttaliaua, but wan forced to ret refit into Kenya, 
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whin he remained until the Emperor's ret am to 
Ethiopia, when be accompanied him on hill advance 
from Jvbart-Ui.il, Froiiioted to Dejammich in Decgm- 
ber U+41, and uppamted Govoroor of Muji-Gimirra 
and K-iUei, In -1 ,j.|y l.94!| he beo&mo Ala Kegue, 
Hiri exile in Kema appears to have broadened Mb 
outlook, which wan formerly, owing to bis limited 
education, djuthu and oonservutive. An eatn-going, 
good-cultured j-H-treon of no groaL Intelligenco ur 
courage ns Chief Justice, Ouriug the last montlis 
qf IlAto ill-lieuiHi prevented hie carrying uul his 
duttL'B, 

GO- Btehu /nude Bchtinch 

Bom about 1902. eduraivd at the Alonfiiik School 
and later in France, whore he studied eng inhering. 
Speaks French well Was a Deputy Coinnueaionor 
on the Ethiopiim-Britieb Lfomiklitimd Bouudory 
CommieeioEi L902-34 Director of Public Wotka 
he-fore the Icnlifio occupaticm, after which he went 
into exile in France, Itetumed la Ethiopia in Sep¬ 
tember 1942, and wna appointed Director-General: uf 
tin* Addis Ababa Municipality. Iu June 11*43 became 
Vice-Minister of Public Worts and Commimioationi, 
and in .Tuly FH-j was appomtod Vice-,Minister of 
Agriculture, but did not Luki, up hi* duties. 
iipj_-i«iiri.jig to be under a eEoud i.f aomc kind. In 
July 194(1 he returned to the Ministry of Public 
Morkt nnd CoimnunicuUt'US He acted us Vice- 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in ISM7, He is a amaSI. 
energetic imm of gix>d education utid independent 
natiire, uninterosted in poUricaJ Intrigue, but with 
a bud reputation for extracting emiwderabL? personal 
profit from his jnh. 

6J* John Huiluiway Spencer (Antetkad) 

Vdvihorto tin Ministry for Fonrign Afotire. 

Born about IteB, Unmarried, A unlive of Iowa, 
appears to have private meanr-. 

Studied international tew m Purls ami Berlin. 

.\s>!-,iaiit to the Eiuijeror'fi linnnciol find gone mi 
adviser, Mr. K, A, Coluou, in lOdjMO Bubseiiuiinlly 
tens vrilh the Ethiopian delegation at Geneva mid 
hi ter worked in the State Dupartnteut- Volunteered 
aftvt 1 Fear! Harbour nnd obtained a staff appoint, 
inent in the United States navy. The Ethiopian 
Government asked the State Department in Wash¬ 
ington for him in 194®, and he Was withdrawn from 
the X<j j-ili African foretn and flew to Ethiopia, 
Bfriving no 2nd October. UM3 After His Majesty r « 
itovernment s ccmeuiTvooe hiul been nblamtd he 
was uppolntt'd adviser to tlio Miuidiry for Foreign 
Affairs on flth ember. 

Hiirtl-worfong and quiet, he has t- iauthing of tlie 
bigoted missionury and much of the Middle Western 
smalltown lawyer in his makeup. Probably 
brought up in ati anti-British t.rriditiou and iudapuhle 
uf iuctapgudeaL ihought. he inevitably tends to regard 
hw mawfott in life 'ml the protoi-tiori uf innocent 
Ethiopia from the British Imperialist menace He 
is uudnuhtcdly devoted lo his Efhfo|dan emplovers 
and is honest according to hisj light*, but m -I suffi- 
cienLly Intel ligeDt, to see things m they pro. H<- is 
disliked by hia rompatriota, not bccaune of his 
politico] pn-judioes. but bia-auno he is dry, petti» 
fogging and socially awkward. Rather a pathetic 
character, but nlftti rather a large tl> iii the Anglo- 
Etbinpian ointmenl 

h2. Major-General A* Dofhce 

-Ygod about 55, nod retired from th« Belgian artny, 
KirnL came to Ethiopia a* second-in -com cusnd of tiie 
Belgian Military Mission in 1012 and has. now 
reappeared «v periMuiul inilittiry tidviser to the 
Emperor. He lacks persomdlty and in of the -“toogo 
typa. It is Kuftpwrted that wturi he really came For 
was to p.is'l Belgian commercial mtenwt-,, more 
partimiJarly (he sale of anna; setuiia to do absolutely 
nothing. 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 
ETHIOPIAN VICE-MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

(1) Italian Colonies ; {2) AnglcoEthiopian Relations 


. 1 /! i . fit rin to Mr. Lascelltx (Addis A bubo) 


(No. 63. Confidential) Foreign Office, 
Sir, 22 W March , 1049. 

The Ethiopian Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Adairs called on me on 22nd 
March on his way through London to 
attend the meeting of the Genera! 
Assembly in Kmv York. Ato Aklilou 
brought me a personal message of greeting 
from His Majesty the Emperor for which 
1 thanked him and asked him to convey my 
own good wishes to the Emperor. 

2. On the question of Eritrea, I informed 
Ato Aklilou that 11 is Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment's policy had not changed from that 
agreed with the United States Government 
in Paris in Deceml>er last year, We were 
still of the opinion that Eritrea less the 
Western (and predominantly Moslem) 
Province should be ceded to Ethiopia, i 
warned him, however, that the question of 
safeguards to the Italian community iu 
Eritrea way one to which the General 
Assembly would attach great importance 
and that the Ethiopian Government would 
do well to meet the General Assembly's 
views on this subject. Ato Aklilou entirely 
agreed and said that M, Schurnun had also 
mentioned this point when he saw him in 
Paris. I added that the Ethiopian Govern- 
meut might in any case be glad to have the 
assistance of Italian labour and experience 
in developing their country, Ato Aklilou, 
however, showed some disposition to ques¬ 
tion this and said that though the 
Ethiopian Government was fully aware of 
the need of outside assistance, they pre¬ 
ferred that it should not be Italian. 


3. On the question of the other Italian 
colonies Ato Aklilou said that he had 
co-operated in the closest way with the 
Minister of State in Paris last December 
and that it was his intention to do so again 
in New York, In particular he fully appre¬ 
ciated the imjiortanoe of Cyrenaica to us 
and said that the Ethiopian Government 
would exercise such influence as they had 
with the Arab countries to ensure that we 
obtained what we needed. He explained, 
however, that for reasons which I would 
understand, the Ethiopian delegation 
would have to vote against the proposal to 
return Italian Somaliland to Italy, I said 
I quite understood their attitude in this 
question 

4. I then informed Ato Aklilou that The 
King had given his approval to the pro¬ 
posal which he had made to your Excellency 
that the British Legation in Addis Ababa 
and the Ethiopian Legation in London 
should be raised to the status of Embassies 

1 told him, however, that out of regard foi 
the position of the present French Minister 
at Addis Ababa 1 hoped that the Emperor 
would agree that no public announcement 
should be made until the beginning of May, 

5. In conclusion I told Ato Aklilou that 
I had always taken a great interest in the 
ii>untries of the Middle East and of \\E. 
Africa and that if my duties ever per¬ 
mitted, it would give me great pleasure to 
be able to visit them. 

fk I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Rome, Maris, Washington, and 
Mr, Mason, Asmara. 

I am, <Vf, 

ERNEST BEY IN 


D 


39507 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 
ETHIOPIAN MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

(1) Italian Colonies; (2) Owen Falla Scheme 

Mr. Berlin to Mr. Lascelles (Addis Ababa) 


(Ko, 105. Confidential) Foreign Office 
Sir, 10M June, 1949* 

The Ethiopian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs came to see me this morning in 
Paris. He said be was very grateful to me 
for agreeing to receive him when my time 
was so fully occupied with the Con terrace, 
and he wished to express his appreciation 
for all the help he had received from the 
United Kingdom Delegation at Lake 
Success The two delegations had worked 
very closely together and lie had really done 
nothing without prior consultation with 
them. I told him that I had heard that he 
had been most co-operative and that I fully 
understood his attitude. ! realised that he 
could not possibly have voted in favour of 
the return of Italy to Tripolitenia. 1 asked 
him to convey to the Emperor my appre¬ 
ciation of the way in which lie had 
collaborated with us no this whole matter. 

2. M, Ato Aklilou said that it was 
regrettable that, it had not been possible to 
reach a solution at Lake Success. 1 said 
that we would do our best to get agreement 
at the next meeting of the Assembly, We 
certainly had no new proposals to make 
with regard to Eritrea. The Minister said 
that lie was very glad to hear this as the 
Emperor had been somewhat worried by 
rumours that we had new proposals to put 
forward aiming at securing early inde¬ 
pendence for the former Italian colonies, 
t explained the action we were taking in 
(’vrenaica and the reasons why this had 
been necessary and told him how we viewed 
the problem of Tripolitania. 1 could defi¬ 
nitely confirm, however, that we had no new 
plans for Eritrea. The position as regards 
Italian Somaliland was somewhat uncer¬ 
tain as I doubted whether the United 
Nai ions would now agree to hand it over 
to ihe Italians. This problem would need 
further dhuussion. Emt 1 was inclined to 
believe that too right solution might be the 
constitution of a greater Somaliland, 

3. I then turned to the question of the 
Italian communities in Asmara and 
Massawa and said that T thought it would 


be useful if the Ethiopian Government 
would give consideration to the possibility 
of some special Statute to protect their 
position. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
said that lie was grateful for the advice I 
had given him to lie cautious on this ques¬ 
tion. Ills Government would be ready to 
give reasonable guarantees about the 
position of the Italian communities pro¬ 
vided that there was no question of an 
arrangement which gave them some special 
international status or affected the question 
of sovereignty, I sail! that you would be 
ready to discuss this question and to give 
the Ethiopian Government all possible help 
and advice, 

4 I then told the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that \vc had been able to make some 
progress with the French on the question of 
the Hand Zeilu exchange, and [ hoped that 
by the time he got hack it would be possible 
to conclude an agreement. 

5. I told the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
that you would in the near future be in a 
position to open discussions on the question 
of a Treaty, 

f>. 1 theta referred to the agreement 
which we had recently concluded about the 
Owen Falls and said that we were now 
awaiting the report of the experts who had 
been investigating the possibilities of the 
Lake I'ami scheme, which we were very 
anxious lo carry through. The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs reminded me that we 
had di svuaaed this question in 194fi and 
that the Ethiopian Government had ihen 
ijeen quite rent 1 v to tipen negotiations. We, 
however, had held hack because the 
Egyptian Gove rumen! had not yet tome 
into line. He said that the Emperor had 
been somewhat worried when the reports of 
the conclusion of the Owen Falls Agree¬ 
ment had first reached him, but that you 
had been able to dispel his anxieties. He 
would Ik? glad to discuss this problem 
with you, 

l am, <fte. 

ERNEST LEVIN, 


* 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE MINISTER OF STATE AND THE 
ETHIOPIAN VICE-MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Disposal of the Italian Colonies 

Mr, Bemn to Mr , LosmIUs {Addis Ababa) 


(No, lift, Confidential) Foreign Office > 
Sir. 21 »t June, IU49 

The Ethiopian Vice-Minister for Foreign 
Affairs called to see the Minister of State 
on 13th June 

2. Ato Aklilou began by expressing his 
gratitude for the help given him at Lake 
Success by Mr, McNeil and the United 
Kingdom Delegation. 11 was the Emperor’s 
wish that thi* happy collaboration should 
continue. 1 had told him iri Paris that I 
would like the question of appropriate 
municipal charters for the towns of Asmara, 
and Masaawa to I* studied bv yon and the 
Ethiopian Government, and he wished to 
say that this was precisely the sort of 
collaboration which His Imperial Majesty 
hud in mind. The Minister of Slate, in 
thanking the Minister, said that he hoped 
i hat the latter would convey to the Emperor 
tInc United Kingdom 1 ^legation's apprecia¬ 
tion of the wav in which the Ethiopian 
Delegation had worked with them. At the 
next meeting of the General Assembly His 
Majesty's Government might have new 
proposal* to put forward with regard to 
former Italian Somaliland and Tripoli^ 
tania. hut the Ethiopian Government might, 
however, rest assured that Tils Majesty’s 
Government would adhere to the proposals 
they had made at the last session for the 
disposal of Eritrea. Mr McNeil hoped that 
the Ethiopian Government would rend as 


strong a delegation to the next meeting of 
the Assembly as they had to the last. 

3. Ato Aklilou then said that he had 
seen press reports that Signor de Gas peri 
had proposed that the Governments of 
France. Italy* the United States and the 
United Kingdom should discuss together 
revised proposals for the disposal of the 
Italian colonies (set 1 my telegram No. 1121 
to Rome of 11th June). The Italian idea 
seemed to he that a solution should he 
proposed for all the territories# aiming at 
ea rl y self- gt we mm ent. }, 1 r. ,\ it N ei 1 said 
that, although he had seen such reports in 
the press. His Majesty's Government had 
received no communication from the Italian 
Government on the subject. Nor was he in 
a position to say whether his Government 
would view such a proposal with any great 
favour, at any rate at this stage. He could, 
however say that if His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment agreed to such a proposal they would 
make it dear beforehand that they could 
accept tlu other proposal for the disposal 
of Erit rea except that which they had advo¬ 
cated ar the last meeting of the General 
Assembly, and that in any event they 
would keep in touch with the Ethiopian 
Government. 

4, A copy of this despatch is being sent 
to Rome, Asmara, Washington and Paris. 

I am, ifce. 

ERNEST BEVIS. 


J 1902/1 No. Id 

ETHIOPIA: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


.1/r. La&celie* to Mr, lievin, 

(No. 70.) Addis Ababa, 

Sir, 23rtf Jun4 t 1949. 

With reference to my despatch No. H of 
26th .Tannery, I have the honour to irans- 
mit to you herewith a revised report on the 
heads of missions in Addis Ababa, 

I have, kfea 

D. W. LASCELLES. 


{Received “lad July) 

EiuInsure in No, Hi 

Report on Him.k i_*r Missjofts Afrabu 

(Passages murfccd vriih an asterisk arc reproduced 
from previous reports) 

Belgium 

M, Bvckcrs died of cancer in June |V49, and bis 
Legation is dosed, Belgian anicrests (which are 
slight here) being in the tart of the French Legation. 
I have no news of a successor. 
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Chechoslovakia 

M. Jaroslav Sejnoha (Minister). 

Presented his credentials on I5lh J u cse, 1944, 
Also accredited to Greece and Egypt, with hk 
headquarters in Cairo. Has not visited Ethiopia 
during the Iasi iwp years, j Written in 1946.* 
M, SejRoha has still not visited Ethiopia and I 
am uncertain whether he si ill functions in Cairo 
despite the absorption of his country into the Soviet 
orbit, 

Egypt 

M. Mikhail Fatag left on appointment to Moscow 
in June 1949 and the Egyptian Legation is in Charge 
of M. Abdul Rahman Humsa—a newcomer who on a 
sbghs ..equal ntancc sccnis unimpressively amiable. 
Hasson Mazhar Ell'cndi is still hesitating in Cairo. 

France 

M, Jacques de Biesson [Minister*. 

First arrived in Ethiopia in September 1944 as 
‘‘charge de mission” while the Provisional French 
Government was Mill not recognised by Ethiopia, 
Obtained recognition in April 1945, and presented 
his credentials eight months bier. He can claim 
credit for having been successful in negotiating an 
agreement with the Ethiopian Government over the 
difficult question of the Franco-Ethiopian Railway 
and in arranging discussions of the Jibuti frontier 
question. Remained in the service of the Vichy 
Government until Rome was captured In 1944. 
but seems to have been pro-A Hied in sentiment. Has 
a wife and four children here. Friendly and affable, 
and very willing to exchange information. He 
speaks perfect English* and is all out for the closest 
CO-OperuLioii with this Legation, We were r# post* 
together at Madrid some years ago, and he has been a 
great help to me since my arrival. (Written in 1946.) 
M. de Blcsson has for some time past been Dean of 
rhe Diplomatic Corps, and a very good one. M. tie 
Bless on went home on long leave in May 1949, 
and did not evpcct to return except to pack up, 
having spent four year-, at this post. Before he left 
it had been arranged in principle with the Ethiopian 
authorities to raise his Legation here, and the 
Ethiopian Legation iii Paris, to Embassy status: 
but the Mission of course remains a Legation for the 
present, El i.s in the charge of M. Armando GftBdon, 
who holds the rank of Consul and is a somewhat 
dim but not unfriendly colleague. His background 
of service tv mostly Chinese. It appears that although 
he has j Chinese wife, who lives in Alexandria, he 
ha* matrimonial ambitions here. 

Greece 

M. Spyrtdon Tetene* (Charge if Affaires od tnlerim). 

Arrived in November 1948, Before that the 
Legation bud for over a year been in the charge of 
M. Aristomenc Miliarevsis, who hud a Soviet Russian 
wife and was somewhat suspect on political grounds. 
M. Edenes is friendly and politically on the right 
lines. He has no easy task with u large Greek 
colony nuns of whom :ire of the extreme Left. 
Young and unmarried. Speak', good French ind 
fair English. 

Netherlands 

Count W. dc Rcchicren-Limpurg (Minister). 

Prevented hk Icticiv as Minister on Slh June, 
1948, but reddo in Cairo. Came here for a short 
visit in June 1949. Hu*, very few interests to look 
after here. 

Norway 

M. Francis Irgcns £ Minister). 

Presented his letters ax Minister on 6lh October, 
1948, reside^ in Cairo. Norway has not previously 


been represented here, and the relations between 
the two countries are negligible. On a short 
acquaintance, M, Irgcns appeared to be somewhat 
pompous and fussy. Married. 

Poland 

Dr. Z, W, Kuligowski (Minister). 

Dr. K.u!iftOwithi, who presented his letters on 
3rd October, 1947, apparently still resides in Cairo, 
and 1 have not met him. 

Sweden 

M. Nils Erie Ekbted (Charge d"Affaire?, ad interim) 

Arrived in October 1948. It was the intention of 
the Swedish Government that he should become 
Charge d"Alfaires eri litre and that M. Bagge, the 
Minister in Cairo, should sever his connexion with 
Ethiopia accordingly. The Ethiopian Government, 
however, though they dislike the idea of non-resident 
Ministers, disliked the idea of a mere permanent 
Charge d 1 .Affaires still more, and M. Ekblad was 
never received in audience by the Emperor. Con¬ 
sequently, M. Bagge remains titular Head of the 
Swedish Legation, and he came here in June for one 
of his short and seemingly pointless visits. 

Soviet Union 

M. Vas&ili Rybakov (Minister), 

Presented his letters as Minister on 23ih December. 
)94£, his Legation having been for a long lime 
previously in the charge of M. Grigori Shulutnba, A 
mild Links Abkhazian. Married, with two children. 
Came here from Reykjavik. Speaks tolerable 
EnglUlt and German. A plump, middle-aged man 
with the characteristic grey and '* suciy " look of 
the Soviet official. It is too early to attempt any 
assessment of his character, bul he has made un 
obvious effort to gel off to a friendly Mart. He 
brought with hi in a new First Secretary (M. 
Khart&rnov) in replacement of M. Shuluiuba, and 
it is rumoured that his staIT is about to undergo 
further changes amounting to something of u purge, 
possibly as a result of the recent escape of a nurse 
from the Soviet hospital in drama lie circumstances 
which have been reported elsewhere. (Written in 
January 1949), 

My relations with M, Rybakov have inevitably 
been cool. His con duel, at least superficially, is 
correct, bul he gives the impression of being a very 
stodgy person, and 1 doubt whether he has made any 
definite impression on the Ethiopians He has a wife 
(who speaks only Russian und a few' words of English) 
and two children. The predicted purge of his staff 
has so fur been only partially realised, but it seems 
to have removed jhe (Russian) chauffeur of the 
Minister, who was suspected of being a good deal 
more important in the scheme of things than his 
official position suggested. 

t anted Slates 

Mr. George R. Merrell (Minister). 

Presented his letters at Minister on 2! si December, 
1947. Unmarried. Slightly crippled from infantile 
paralysis. A friendly colleague, without any marked 
anti-British prejudices, bul rather a light-weight. 
With the help of an American-born Chinese “ major- 
domo/' who appears to rule ralher than serve* and 
a " Magnavox ri gramophone which lives up to its 
name, he entertains lavishly, indiscriminately and 
akoholteally. He served, for long in China, and 
carries with htm a vague aura of the famous Shanghai 
Club bar. He is. perhaps over-careful (101 to attempt 
to exert lik influence over the American advisers, 
some of whom are definitely anli-Britrih, bul l 
think he could be relied upon to co-operate and pull 
his weight in any serious crisis. 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN ETHIOPIA 

Mr. LtLivelier to Mr. Benin. [Received "Mh July) 


(No, 72. Confidential) Addis Ababa, 
Sir, 25 /h June, 1949. 

With reference to ray despatch No* 
of 13th February, I have the honour to 
t ran Limit a reviaevi record of the leading 
personalities in Ethiopia. 

I have, &c. 

D. W LASCELLES, 


Enclosure 

I?TDR3t 

Ethiopian PiTSoruditte* 

1. fl.I.M tho Emperor Haile gjlusia I. 

G.C.JI.G., G.C V.O., LL.lJ. 

2. Itu& Ababa AtiVgai. 

B A to Al.sf?b t' Rglta. 

4. Brigadier-General Abiyye Ababa, 

5 Baa AdufrisdiL 

ft A to Aknlit Worq Habte Wold. 

7 r A to Aklilou Hibto Wold. 

■B Dr. AmbiiXf* W olde Murium. 

9. DfjjjiKinueti Amdn Mikael liable SilrtBaie 
10 A to Atntlu Mikael. 

11. Lij Am tn Alunba. 

jo HUH. M aridn/reach Aafii Wasson Haile 
Silnusuo, G O.V.O., G.Jl.E 

13. Brigadier-General Aefrui Wcdde Giorgis. 

14. HejaKnuieb A k rate (Modhiui Kasaa. 

Ifi. Itjtwaded Andorgflohnw i Aiirtrurpni) Ma&ayi. 

IB. It Iik tin Ayalht Ombre, 

)7. Dcjazmach Bar-zabil 1 KilashL 

19. fifjhttn Ephmim Towoldc-Modh«|r, 

10. A to Einmanuel Abrnlinm, 

20. Dejnxmnrli Haile Suliunic Gugea 

21. Rnas Undo Hjilnii. 

2-2. IT.Tf. Has Hail11 TaWa HaimumV 


23. Tsabuti Tii/,s,K. Haile Wuldu Rufe. 

24. Abba iLiriiiii. 

25. lebega liubtru Qiargic (Abuna Basilic#), 

20. iiriH Imru 11 hi j] e Silusaie, C BE 

27. IJeju/.maeli Kabbudn Tiiss^nta 
3b. ll.il, lias Kiififla iliallu) Lintgc. G.C.V.O., 
G.B.E, 

20. Colonel Kirle Ergetu 

30. lUiLttn iCidane Mtvriam 

31. HtH.H, Frinoft Miikouni u Haile ^ilasaie. 

32. Calomel Mitknniu-n Dcmake. 

33. BejoiTiinch Mukonneu Deeta. 

34. A to Makoaneo Hnble Wold. 

35 BitwaHei) Mnkcam i n iDdnhtuehaw, O.B.E. 

3ii. Hit wad i'd M angnatm Jar.ib&rp 
37. Dr. Charles Weirqineh Martin. 

30 llejazmaeh MnsJin Rilaslu. 

30 Aio l.titiLiin. 

40 Lij. Menelik Yn#u 

41. Brigadier Mcred A$ing,'ishB 

42. Brigadier-General Muiugeta Bulli. 

43 Hit.waded Nagnsh \ Kiibbada) Hn^zebih. 

4 1. Colonel N#gmt Haile Selassie 
45 Ahuna Querillos 

46-. AUj ftert-qite Barium G fibre ERtiabbar 

47. II.If Hus Sf>yum Mangashn, K.B.E 

48. A to Tnfnre VVorq Kidanit Wold. M V O. 

49- Fitanrtiri Tftf^esn Habte Mikael. 

50 AUi Tttkh 1 ! Boro. 

ji| fii jimihndh Tiivu' Gubilnte. 

;5'2, AC Tesfoi Tagegn. 

A3. Abuna Tbeophilf p, 

54. Tutihnfi Tii /-iz Wald* Giorgin Wald* Yplmnnis. 
.15 Colonel Wnonn Tlrtilu Rabbada. 

J53 T.ij ’l'iltTin Dfinesftfi. 

.117 Mnjrir Volmnnes Aluln. 

Afa Negufl S^Aude Ayella 
Aft. Blatta Znude Be lain eh 

Foreign FersoimlitiFs 

tVli John Hathaway Spencer, 
iri Major-General Dothdr. 


Qfoitary 


Mnrida^.TtiEiich 

... 


Ancient title of the chief* of 
bnm>’ by the Crown Prinoe. 

Has 


ft* 

Marshal. 

Dejii/iu tieh 

^ . . 


General. 

Fittturari .. 

. r r 

ps* i m ass 

I.ieutetumt-Gtiiutrftl. 

Abllna 


lit 11“ m 

Areh bishop. 

Ic liege 


♦ l» ■■■ * ■ ■ 

Chief Prior, 

Ahba 

■ ff 

Sit#, 

Father. 

Afa Negus 


... 

Chief .Tiiftire, 

Bit waded 

j ■<■ 


Privy Councillor. 

T?uihafl 



Privy Seal. 

XeBrtdlrns 

,,, 

-•# ■■■ , H 

Superintendellt of Trade. 

Kantiba ... 

amt 


Mayor, 

IjI j 


+|| ,,, fcip 

Honourable. 

BlaHvngeta 

it , 

|,ft IT , „ t 

Civil title, superior to Blatta. 

Blntta 

■Pi*. 

•mm mrm mm x 

Hr. 

Ato 

... 

mm* ■ P-P IIt 

Mr 

Wni?pfv> ... 


... ... .|f 

T,ndv, 
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*, H.I.M. fhe tmptfor Haile SitaSuC L (foC,B„ 
G.C.M.G, C.C.V.O - LL.Dh 

Bom in 1S9L He is the soil of the late Kbi 
M akontieii, the enlightened Governor of Hamr, who 
was- t is-- sii. liuI-oei of Sii iil i.- SiltM*ie. lung of Shoa. 
and thus ji first cousin to the Emperor Mene lik. 
Iks Maik&rjliett elsfdfi'ii conKLdembit' influence lor 

good over the foster. Tin? Emperor's wife. Woiwtm 
Mnnen, is n gT>utddn,U|'htfir of King Mikael of Wollo, 
and \h thus ilm step-niece of the deposed Lij Yosu, 
After his father's (tenth in 1007 Ra& TAfTori b 
then wiiii weft Appointed! Governor of Bidamo. After 
the Eisijjeror Mcnelik's death he was given ihe 
governorship of iJurur, which post In- kept nn.lt! 
ISJlOr After tin- deposition of Lij Yhsu in that year, 
Le viik; se leu ted its heir to the throne and Regent. 
The choice U n little herd to iindoratajid, since Res 
Kj^s-il iljlc] OejmcHiach Tnye are descendants af King 
ShJiL- KiIjisxe.- tti tlir senior line, hut it in. thought 
that tliu selection. in which Fitaumri Haptn Girargis, 
t\>- lm< Minister of War, hud the biggest say, was 
prompted by the desire to find someone immediately 
at hand who would he pleasing to the foreign lega¬ 
tions Find not (cm powerful a personality in the 
eountrv, and who eon Id thus be kept under the 
control of the big diirk 

In September IfojK dissension he twos® the 
Empress and 'he Hegenl becatne serious enough for 
it to he thought at one moment (Juri Jjoilllltie* might- 
hn-ak out between their respective parties, but the 
denoUfmr«l was both peaceful mid rigniffoanl. On 
or ubiji.it 20th September the Empress bestowed 
upon Hits Tiifluri the tic I" of King (Negus) atid he 
was crow-ned King on 7th Qulobrr. 

tJri the Km press Zauditn's dentil fit the beginning 
of April U-tan, King TfilTuri vvns at mice pteemimed 
Emperor imd shortly Afterw ards aco-mued the title of 
Haile Wilnissie I 

After his uppoiritmutit jis Regent in 1010 he 
identified himself with lin- ciiinw of progreea, hut 
during tbe Empress ■■ lifetime always found himself 
faced with piworful opposition frmn herself and her 
comcnii'i^e adherents. Nevertheless, by gradually 
strengthening Iris position art opportunity occurred, 
he bin! already succeeded in making n beginning wilii 
n’fofms even before in Hie military s-phere, He was 
handicapped, of course,, by t he embargo placed upon 
the iiopart ntfoil of arum ty the British, French and 
Italian Govemim'iite Nevcrt lit'less, hr introduc'd 
a Belgian Militery Mission to start the training of 
the Ethiopian army, created the element* of an rur 
sj-rvice and took in hand the question of th-- 
foiJUln "e cummimical inns. 

In July KQ3 be pnoulailined a CtHtidilUtfon arid in 
November 1931 he inaugurated the float session of 
Parliament, 

The Emperor has several British decora lions. He 
was given the GJC.M.G. an his apporatmerifc af heir 
apparent in 1910. the G.C’.R, and the degree ol LL.P. 
during -i vi it paid h i n gluml in 1924 n«d the chain 
of the Boy a! Victorian. Order Oh (hi* occnH-enof Hiu 
Duka of t5loiu , '* j ?ter , 6 mytidon r., Abv&rinm in Novem¬ 
ber 1900. 

He directed bis armies and took n pi-roomd part 
in ill-- war with Italy from October 1005 until May 
At I lie beg in in rig of May, however. follow mg 
nn rlu? defeat of his forces on the northern front 
lie renounced the direction of affairs, and on 2nd 
May Wi Addis A halm for Jerusalem, when- he was 
dvrD nuntuary, From there he proceeded to 
England, wlan* he arrived on flrd June. Hr visited 
Geneva the huiuc month for the Assembly of the 
League of Nations bul afterwards remained, with 
the member* af hi^ family and certain faithful 
adherent - in the I'nitcd Kii g^t'iru 

On Italy's declaration of war ngninit«in at Brii rnn 
ate! Fronee in June ItA4J> the Empertir triivelled hy 
air to tie- Smlvn. tm -■-efl the border info Ethiopia 


at I mm Idla on 21st January, t£HI, and re-entered 
Addk Ababa m\ 5t|i May, the luiiiivernury of iJs— 
entry of the Itwliaos lulu :b« capital in lhlMi, 

His ' loveriurient I ins ... increasingly cuiiaer- 

vative, and his most favoured counsellors are 
r,^-i it: Si unary amt an ti-foreign, white *rii| R'lilising the 
lu-ed for outside assistaiieo. His relations with the 
British authorities; have in consequence dereriamted 
since 11*42, and lie hits flirted in turn with AiueritMl. 
Sivolf-J! and tiiOVL- rriilclly With ilie Soviets f,■ r tl’iihr 
mtereat am! itiipport, but there are signs that he is 
disappointed will rr'-aults ,=lu>| may iwr again 
towards Britain as the only Power renlly interested 
jn rbis part o) t he world. 

rjiitiijrly he Iioa shown signs of fatigue and failing 
hc'iilth He remains surrounded by ll reactlunary 
and aiiti-foniign cliqtiB wdio inifortmintely arc loo 
«iiOL-«tisful in hiding from hitu wltsit they do not 
want him to see. He is tejuliiif to live in iL dream 
world of his own and a- no longer -ki imn. h m touch 
villi rnilitim «r> fonnerly. He would ipiiie |H>ssihly 
Vt'iT Hi ore Inwarik Hivnt Britain if In- were til on? 
of ii free agent. 

2. Rus Ababa Anigsii 

Bora about 1H05, Sob. of Afnnegns A ruga j and 
grmukiia, on his mother's side, of Fins Guhuitik one 
of ,M«nr]i.k‘is ganumls. Before the fUillmt (jccu] ulion 
lie was? chief of the Addis Ababu police, lie never 
dtihtnittcd to tlir Itoiiniia and was the cbi,-f pntriot 
leader in Bliau. IK- wji* inuiii.' " lias " liy the 
people nud tliiii title was eotiiirmcd hy the Eihe- n r 
Upon Itia entry into Addis Ababa, M that tfmv iu- 
was afo) made 1.rovcrzior i>f ArLlis, Abula, In Oetohfft 1 
11*41 io' h M-, jifjfjnuiN'd Gtiranktir el Bidiuilo, uud in 
February if M2 wins lufidc Minister of War. 

When nebelliori broke out in Tigmi in lire autumn 
of I94N he was m snpreuie conmmud of tin military 
Opirratinns which suppressed TIn- revdlt. with the 
h>uid of lIn- Briliali Military Missiim to Kthiopln a* 
bis mi visor, IL showed iiimself t • • be n bniic tcoldier 
and fine h-nder, but lacking arty adTiiiiiistmtlvc 
cjlImHiti■ s„ in wdiiuh In- in not InUuvsied. Th« 
entupaign evpiiis^d great weakness in the irdinim^tra- 
tive nidi- "( ihr Kmperor \ temtorird nnuy. 

Tlinugh until rwently i.lheiolly Miuiater of War he 

bus, iluring the punt lun year*. lu'Cti fu'ling iiw 
GiiVi mur-tianaral ol Tisirrh Province and luift been 
teforlent there cxcu^pt for otwrtsinnal visits- to the 
capital. The Emp^ror'^ pniifidHsce In him and Kj«* 
Almhii 'a awn fdrnout legendary re put n I kin l Ii tough- 
out the cunnlry have inude him a |KWVcrful influence 
in Etlti<»pion politics. 

Consequent ot the rnippiininimt of It It, Has 
Scvutpi iu- (JoVi'Ejior Outicral of tiff- Ticrai. bo 
raturiu il to Addis Ababa and renRsuuigd Ins 
pout ji-, Minister for War Fonnerly associnted with 
the Opposition Party he turned informer- smnr say 
out nf n revulsion of loyally lo tlie Empemr-—mid 
ranged himself on the side of the Minister of tlLe 
Pen He profited by doing -u, uud has been raised 
in pr.'.'edeqee ovf-r all ot lu-r Mi n 1st era, ini'UuiiTiL the 
Prii Mr Minintcr In July IfMfl he excljungrd his 
portfo|jo r' i Minister nf W if f-U' t-llMl of MinisU-f 
■ if th iiitf 'ru, jirevjtiLif.! c In Id le. the Minister of 

the Pen 

3. ACu A be be RcH» 

Born in 1903 and educated m the Sw.-dish Mission 
Bcbool in Addis A habit. IjitiT lie wa* seni to Scot- 
land nnd studied at the Bible Training Institute in 
Glasgow He speaks fluent KnglEsh. In 1!t02 he 
w:is a Kthoobtonchcr at (ha Bwadiah Mission in 
Addis Ababa. In H«V” he jruued (he Enipemr's 
household at Bath, Lind in November 11+43 was 
npi '•'itited counsellor a( the Kthiopinn laigatior in 
Lnnd -011 Tie rotumed to ELhiopla in June 11145 line) 


in February 1010 was appuinfiuj Ii'iee-Minii-ter of 
IlcaJliu Bot'arjie mtite Eitid more deeply involved jei 
tic corruption ol that- Ministry, though the more 
ciiariiiihlc NUuntained that he was being hoodwinked 
Ly his I Jinvlor-General. In. ihc summer of 1VI4 m In- 
w'iif appointed us Ethiopian Minister in Ixituluu and 
he proceeded to Ins post in October. Accredited as 
Mirijatcr ti- Norway in May 1 S' It*. He has little 
adimruatnitive capacity and owes his 3«3sitjj.Ej and 
any ..ilie-r he tuny AIL iu ihc ftitiiri- hl> 

loyalty to the Emperor, He bus n plvrismit manner 
and ifj iio-t markedly anti-foreign mi anti-British. Hi- 
is unmumed. 

4. Brtgiadicr-Ctti&al Abiyye Ababa 

Hum about 1913, the --nil of Liluiilingua* Ababti, 
who mndt'ted grant services to tbc Etnperor ui tlse 
buttli' nf ttagnla, foughl ngniiat the deposed Lij Yusu 
urnl hiw father Negus Mikael of M’ollo. Ltkumuquss 
Ahnbn loiit Ida kif-*- in the battle uud Ahjyyc has 
[-hcrufcrc always la>en a protidg^ of the Em peter 
lie whb 4rained at the Officers' Training School. 
Ilohittn. Fli> accomf.iEtnicd tla- Kniperaf to England 
in HiOWt, Hit retnoitd lo the Sudan wiili the Crown 
Prince in i k-tobor 1940, uialMroc] the fl.T.S,, Khrirf imi. 
and entered Addis Ab ilm us A DC. m the- Emperor, 
(hi 2hili April, 11*42. ii- wjis married to Princet^ 
Tiaiwi yntmgcfic daughter of tbe Enipeeor, who died 
later in I5>t2. tppointt’il (jovemnr of tin* Province 
of Wnllpga, where his ndmimntmtkin waa popular 
and vthcii'Eit, Rclinqinslu.'d siiis appoint meat in 
September nm; <■ n.J wflh utkwher] to the Ministry 
of War, where he neted in cUHV-goiiig fosiunn flu 
Minister 'luring tlie aliucnce ui Tbm Aim ha A ruga i 
in Tigrrii. Promoter! brigqili«f-genern] lo cnuitiiATid 
tlie 1st Division in Addis Ababa in June 10 IR. In 
194(1 inurrietl the Europe an'educated dnughler of 
Elu* lain Lh*jflRjruU'li Naaibu, former flovemw- 
Geuernl nf Hjirnr nnd comm under «.f the Tuiuthern 
armies against tlu* T Lilia ns in 19SA. In July 1949, 
on the trunsfor ,,f Ha* Ahnbu to the Ministry of 
the FllEvri(R- r hp WUH ippnitltt'il AcHllg Mius-Uer of 
War V shy. quiet, easy-going man, -\w. t-.| rh" 
Emperor, spemkinq eocnI English, 

5. Rav A dalViva u 

Born alum? 1330. a rolutivc <J the Eiriperor. At 
one time Chief .if the Imperial Guard and later 

GuVi'FDlotel Itliimitfliltd Irulqar (JvimihaE.i), He WUM 

nhvayt in purncaael nttendaincc on the Emperor and 
rode ril ilih aide. Hr followed (he Emperor lo 
Balcstino in 11+B0. In -June 1940 he was siimmontxt 
by iljp Einpenpr to Khartum, emesed the border with 
him in January I CHI and accompanied him to Addis 
Ababa, Li \Jtry 1941 he was made Governor of 
K^mbata, and m April 1942 npi anted Govemor- 
GcEii*nil nf the PteGnce of Stdanio and promoted to 
(hr rank of " Rajj," 

He It. intolerant «f innovatlan r diatikos the presence 
of (he Emperor'a forties in Ida province and resects 
i he visits mi circuit of High Court judges. Th 
bwanuing senile and lifts luj-ocs of memory. 

6. Ato Akahi VVarq llahte VYoltl 

Ik.irti in lyiW ai 11 4 educated in Elhiopia Spuak- 
Freneh He ia a brpthev of A to MuLuinen liable 
M'old, Minister Of Couimcrec, and of Alu AkUlon 
Habtc \\ r nld, Vice-Minister for 1 '-nreign Atfmrh In 
19-42 he was apiwunti d Director of the Municipality 
of Addis Ah:di n miii in .lumiory TJ43 bec-muc 
Director-Geneml of the Mi nisi ry of iln* I'ajs. In 
duue lUi~ he was appointed Director General of 
EdinuMiun, mid in July ICMti promoted u> Vice 
Minister of Education As far ns can he RMn-rlJiinH, 
his only quali beat ion f- this p^wi is tliat lua two 
btfitl'i rs arc Ministe rs; and hie altitude towards the 
Bririflli Council hrifl fo'n'n gcntiratly hoBtile. 
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7. Alo Aktifou Ifabte Wold 

Born ji] 1903, Brother uF Mokonueu Habte W - -Id 
l,q,r. No. 82j, EiJueritod at the M»ndik School ill 
Add is Ababa, nod in France, where he had some 
be id traitung. Kj.u.'iik,- use>-1 lent Freni' h, Wurked 
for soi liu years at i3jc legation in Iktris.. whore Tn> 
was clmrgA d'affaires, at the Irani af the (iernotn 
oepupotfon in 1040. Heluminl l<i Ethiopia in April 
ISG’J Appointed Vicc.-Minuitcr in the Ministry at 
the J'eta iu Novemka r 1942, and wna mi ulu-.-.-t every 
comtiiissiou of enquiry instituted by the Ethiopian 
Government, which speak# well for Iilh ability 
Appointed Vice-Minister for Foreign AtTuirs hi 
O ctober tu-lh, Is intelligent, quick-witted and more 
a man of the world than mohl of his eolhiayiies, b 
given greater responsibility by the Emperor than 
«‘JIS Ihr. predecessor at the Ministry, and h«} and 
Mr. Spen^r (rj.r.) liuve iHitne^u theici in tide Foreign 
Affairs the most competent of the Ministries at 
present-. 

As ii member of the Ethiopian delegation 
appointed m negotiate ji new Anglo-Ethiopiau agree- 
rnent this year, he conducted with shrewdness and 
obstimicy mifll of the argiiments oti the F.thiop|un 
side. In tliia, as well m, in the work of his Ministry, 
Mr. Spencer b anti- British influeoee has been 
apparent. W#.i a mein her of l he Ethiopian delega¬ 
tion to the San Francisco (’onfctoiioe in 1945 and 
the General Assembly of U.N.0. In London in early 
194G. For the lust three years be |m- spent tlie 
major part of liie time ns Ethiopian delegate to the 
I nsleii Nations -YK&elnbly or in rejitenenTitlg the 
view's of his Government on the future of the ex¬ 
it alinn colon ifu. 

f I-- Ims somewhat gained in seal lire after anting as 
Minister-tit -Large. He one of tin? few Ministers 
who have any grasp of world affair* and with whom 
h is pbwtible to cond uct bun in ok* on Eumpetm lines 
Unfortunately, he Ims cnat in his lot politically with 
the Minister of the Pen and i* tending to become a 
mere stooge. 

In July HMt* he w-ne givgn the tuhs.tan.iiv-.' mnk .if 
Minister fur ibreijp Affairs. 

8. Dr. Anihaye IVoldc Mariam 

All Eritrean, burn .tbuUl lOOt- in' -rated at a 
Gat Italic Minion School in Eritrea mid Saier in 
France uud Italy Before the Itnla-Ethiopian War 
was advihur at Hamr and Eiiler worked in the Special 
T rib until at Addi^ Ababa, Was a refugee iu Cairo 
and performed, under the control of Gntjer&l Head- 
fpiarters, Middle Kuat. useful work in enlisting 
Ethiopiim n-tiisces for the war mid in translating 
He wan sent to Ifarnr eih legal ndrisor to Prince 
Makonnen in Vowntlier 1941. Later returoed to 
Addi- Abnbn. waa nppoiiUed Under-See ml ary of 
State (o the Minifttry of Justice in June 1942 and 
ist now Vii-K-Minister nf Juntfov Wits =» me-uiher of 
t he EGiiopian delegntioa to I lie Smi I 'riiticisuo 
Conference in 1945, and acted as Vu-<i-Min inter for 
Foreign Affairs in 19|fl, lit th a mcKirtt, hard¬ 
working, eoiiGeientiouft man who dii-liikes rvftpon«.L- 
hilUy, Since 19-lt'i he hnu mitTereil frem severe ill- 
health Owing to u w'eak heart, and has fonm nimble 
to function in the f^nt which h*- fit ill iioininnlly 
holds. He c+petit most ol 1943 in Europe and Egypt. 

9 . Dejaimach Anidsi Miku-.l Halite Silauiic 

Bom i J Mint IS, 7. A former Minisler of the 
Interior mid alon MiniSlerOf Agriciilturti. The great 
friend and adviser nf th- Em pen ir. In June hK90 
he wut mudu a [Injurmuch and after holding u™ 
minor appoVniments as Govenuor was transforred in 
1938 lo Aruftsi. He if reactionary and mtta-foreign 
in outlook Uomnnmded the army from Aruiuu on 
the (outhem fmnt in thi' li.nlij-Ethif']Uiin Wnr and 
left Ethiopia with the l\in|*-ror Ho re iu trued to 
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Khartum from Palatini 1 in .1 a unary 1941 tmd 
accompanied the Emperor into Ethiopia tie was 
first re-appointed to hiw old post of Governar of 
Amati, but in M a re;h 1945 was made Governor- 
General £>f that province In July 1949 be became 
a member of the Crown Council., sit tin- ‘■rum- feiirsi- 
relinquishing his (Jireernor-Gcn&rolship. 

101 Ato Amdj) Mikael 

Bom in 1912 and educated nt tlie Menelik School 
in Addis Ababa. Tie speakis fluent French and 
llalinu imd some EitgiEBti. B«4oru the oceupniion 
ho wjw it ten chi'r in the Imperial household. During 
the occupation he was employed by the Italians in 
their printing and propaganda meet ion. and wn.s 
ultinintety Riven the title of envoi here, m fact be is 
Ftill trying to live down, He eciitiQued in the auitie 
work (liter the liberation, ulld ill July 1W3 WO ft niude 
Censor of Public Entertainmente, In tl*4.* lie was 
uf in charge of tin 1 local IftKWftpapers iutl published 
y the Press and Information, Department}, nnd he 
KueCecded to the ji-nst of Ifireitor-Generid when 
At.i Serene Berbaii was sent tu Jerusalem in June 
194? Although rinee early in I94S, when the 
Department becunn- h Ministry, he lies bean under 
A t o Mahonnen Hrihte Wold, the in mimc-mblt: 
IVsin ULHlbi Ellies of the latter leave him i relatively 
free hrmd in the nd ministration of bits office. He 
is prelum itU in the Local sportfi association. Intelli¬ 
gent and agreeable compsny. ITii- wife also apeak* 
good French 

11. Lij Aram Ababa 

Born in tSWHi and cdutuited in Ethiopia. A 
dwtiinr relative of ihe Emperor- Speaka English 
Liuj French In 1 93S lie accompanied the let. 
Bhitteugctu H+ruI (then Minister fur Foreign 
AtTjiirsii to Japan, In 10@<t lip left Ethiopia and 
went to America, where lie remained up to the 
b- ginning of 1948. when lit returned to hi:, country 
uud wns appointed (invonior of ti small province to 
llu* north of H-mr. In June 1945 he was appointed 
Director-General of the Cusioms and in 1946 wbh 
■ cot to India as fiend of lIn* Ethiopian commi nciall 
delegation. In June 1946 in' wits appointed Vice- 
Minister in the Prime Mmister r p Office anti ih J title 
194? Viet-Minister of Posts, Td-omiphs and Tele¬ 
phones In July 14*49 be ntteiiu-d the subslantiw 
rank nf Minister Quiet and unsamiming^ without 
..my (MltStHniiiilR qtatlificftthuts, 

12, M.RM Mari (lit/much Wa. Wassail Unite 

SUmfe C.C,V*0^ 

fmwu Prince of Ethiopia, The eldest son of the 
Emperor, horn in lU40 r at the limv of the revolution 
which elided 3Hi tie- d-'thnaw-Hirnl uf Lij Yasw, An 
n bn by he vhn kept for bis mouths at the British 
fjfniiliin. 11 , | proven I liia fid Ling into tin I muds of Lij 
Vusii, Bpealttf English and French. Tie wjis given 
ihe mi itiD occasion of 11 1 >. Duke of 

iJloucmder niulon m Ktbiopio nt November IWl 

!n Fehriiary 1081 In- Wna forrimlty appointed heir 
app rent nnd given (Tif- ant-hod Shuntt title of 
Nlnridn^mnch, together with the E'rovince-, of She* 
and Wij-llo (with tin-except ion of Aukober) Lie took 
over charge of Iiih province with head quartern nt 
Iks-ie in Jactuary Ifll&S 

In Ivei'inbvr 1981 lie went, on an official visit to 
Ejiypk Fntneo, Iviglimd, Italy nnrl tiurmany to 
return thlink's for Ihe fiftk’mL inUainas senl 1>y 1 heme 
countries on the necaaicm of his, father's ocironation 
II-' WNiLft tibhent for til,, and n half months, fbi. his 
r, tirrfi lie was married to the widowed daughter of 
Ra* Seyoum, wfio hum two children by lier marrluge 
with tin late Dejosmanh tdabre- flilassie- He hhd 
Bepanilnfl from hie wife, imd attempts nt rntwnulUa- 
liou mndi> by flic Emperor were untuoces^fu]. In 


April 1945 he succeeded in ubtuirimg a divorce, end 
ii month Later ouirried tlies eLdcal daughter of 
DcpnEBtiach Abnba I Nun taw t'^-rj. 

During C h™■ I tula-Ethiopian War he w*a* in Addis 
Abltba as n?pn:welit»tivi* of the Emperor while- the 
latter wua on the northern front, and in May I9S6 
aciiorujianied the Emjh-ror to England, where lie 
continued Ilia education. He joined the Eraj/Wof ill 
Khartum and ueouinpimi-ed him over the border into 
Ethiopia in JanuAry 1941. He relumed lo Khartum 
and, litter qualifying at tin Ethiopian Officers' 
Training Selvool, be wna eonimisaioned in the 
Ethiopian army. In April 1941 he flew from Roaelrea 
to Dcbm .Markos to rejoin the Eiiiperor. In N’o-vem- 
be!- 1941 iiH repreweitntivo of the Emperor, ha 
entered Gondar on he capture from the Italians. 

He wiih rlien, while e-till rruuuning Governor- 

General id Wullo, LLppointcd Acting CioiiifOOr- 
GcncmL of Bugc-mdir, retimpii^luug tin:, latter po^i in 
Muy 31*44 to 1 1 urn t.^.r.l, wbo became Governor- 

Genera] with his. .-i^nE at I iontlwr 

He him a certain dignify of nmuni-r. ie not very 
clever hot is- serious-minded and Elusions to introduce 
elbcic'it Jidininistrnlion. Is dchiruiLH of jt" ri-ugllnniirtg 
the Britieb csonnesiou vvilh Ethiopia as mucii as 
pchwible. The favourite son of the Eurprras. 

Early in 194? the Eiaperor rogalted him (o Add la 
\li«h.i nnd he Is either being gnxu icd for the succes¬ 
sion or being kept tinder disgfcei supervision. His 
|Mxdtiuti is (liBiculL iifi ha fiat- bccoiiltf lln« rallying 
jHiiiiT. for the OpposUwn. Hi flmn-j their views but 
wisely refrains from taking up L.m oju-aly the ti idi- 
tUmal rile of the hoLr-apprironi Of hue lu- lias In-mi 
demoustrating hiri pro. British feelings soniewhut 
more ojKuily. In u counlry when rli, fiuwar of 
money exerts its Lnliuencn up to the st.-ps of the 
throne, he enjoys a oousiderimli! repo cation from the 
fact that he is knoivn not m he " coum crt-iully- 
mtudi. d." His influence, purticidarly witli his 
fdttlurr, appears (o Ik,- steudily (limjnisiiing, 

13. Itripjdicr-ttefleral A^,fau Hnlllc (.»inrgi-- 

liom in 1902. educated at the Memjhk School, 
AddtH AI aba, and he St. Gyr. Speak- fair Fretidh 
and Smut English. Wuk tin ollieer in flit* Emperin-'i 
liodyguard. Fmipht against (be Iltdinns in Bale 
under Dej&ftTmich Bay an- 1 Alerwl uml Ku - lh?st:L 
Took refuge in British Somaliliunrf. prv-eiirod Frolich 
wciiikuih and nrnuiuiiition from Jibuti, helped raise 
8tX> Etliicijdaiia iu Kenya und re'initorod Ethiopia 
from there in April 15*41 Apjaviut-od V ice i iovarnor 
of W olio under thu Crown Priiict*. Early in 1948 
way sent us Goeerrior to Bora mi. wlsiidi he 
ndDitnisicred until May 1946 wkh a certain eflflcicncy 
but no great integrity On occasion is mid be 
niiiicablc arid pliiaarmt to British officials, but was 
fn-ipsently nnni>yinp to the Kenya odininifitratiou 
AQrl the British Consul at Mi-gu over frontier unj 
tribal qui-alhiiui lie ^npprertsed lhe Guragi rev--It 
in 19-H during which tn- is lu lievedl tni have given 
orders, for the- killing in l-uM hluod id some of the 
priaoncre. Su June 1040 was pn»:nohKl brigadier- 
general and tippc«iulcd In norumiind the 2nd Mi virion, 
with In'jldqu.irteT- :it IN'--is---, In April wIlfTI 

the hrd Division whs Armed, with beadquurlerh til 
Hnnu*, hi* wn- trmihferrwi ihertfl ik its ooinmtmder. 

Him 1 -anser in the army lifts, been h rapid one. In 
T’ehrilftr.V 194 3 he Wna a platoon comuiulijer in the 
2tid Irregulfir Bartulirm under ilie ei.mtnand uf 
T,itulurmnlAV)lonel t'nrio (now Ilia Majesty's 
CoiisijU. who gr*i rid of him for incomfNiteiu'e ITe 
is II heavy drinker nnd bi-eome- soniewhat oili-iisire 
in Ills cupfl. Hi* lint lately adopted nn rtntl-Britiiih 
role and haft been generally ohstruclive towards the 
Bril iili Military Mission hi April he acted 
an president rif the Eihiopinn delegation appointed 
(o dincuBS modirtcations of the Kenya-Ethiopian 
boundary. 


14. Dcj.uzmHch Aerate (Madhink Kassa 

Born 1910 Fourth and only surviving son of Baft 
Kansu (rgrj. Before the ItnloGjlhiopiau War was 
educated ut an English missiuii scbool. Later 
accompanied his father and the Empemr to Ivngland, 
whuiv lie euntinuiHl fiis education. In November 
1940 he rejoined the Emperor in Khartum and was 
coieouisHinui-.l in tin-Ethiopian army after qualifying 
as ii irndi‘1 in the Ethiopian £>fRc#rfi r Training School 

-Uter the Emperor's rot urn lie wim made (ioverncir 
of Sal 11 L Brovinci*. tn October 1W2 lie whs 
appointed Governor of tiondar and given the title of 
Dejuxcouch. A year later he rm'in>d tin governor* 
ship -d J tegi'indir. In February 1944 ho married a 
grand-daughter of tin- Empress. Three m-nths Inlt-r 
was appointed (iovoinoratlenej-al of W-tJlegft, whew 
he fthtJW'cd himKcif n keen nhd i-fficiuhl mlmittiftl rat or. 
In Jtlne isf-hl was tranftfiTT-.-d to lie Governor-General 
of Anissi Province, mid was made Dcjn^tnirk 


15. Bitwudcd Andiirgiichaw (.And sir gait >9asa\i 

Born about 1902. Wat swut to Frauen by the 
Emperor .for odueulbn and Inter became brut *-■ ere- 
tury at the Eihiopinn Lcgntion in Burift. Upju his 
return in Ethiopia be waft rmide Ethiopinn Consul 
«t Jibuti, in which capacity ]u- rejuaiiind until 1S06. 
In July UNO he readied Kburlmn from Cairo ami 
was Iippumted by the Etriticinr as Iihiroti ofticer nt 
tin* Etlniopiau refugee training t-ump in Khartum, 
in ihi* I" tva> unaUcc&aafuJ und whs transferrad to 
the EmperorV pensonai eluti. Hu uccolupuniiri tin* 
Emperor nn liis joiiraoy through Gi-jjiuii AA T he:i 
Briiice Makuimci] (lew to TJarar u> uiidertukc his 
duties there us Governor, Lij Andurgiii ucct uipanied 
him and waft np}»oinlccl Vice-Governor, Early in 
15G2 he was nominated “ Afo Mic-srin " (Alouth of 
ill l* Frihce). 

31 is relalious with the British authorities in llarar, 
though unfriendly nt first, later improved. He was 
dismissed from bih post in S« i p(ctiLllft-r 10-12 at ihe 
iustiiiicc of bis iH-rsranil cueiuv Wolde Friorgis (r/.c.) 
for alleged cirruption, in July ES+4U hr; was 
appointed Minister of Justice, and in September 
1944 uicitried Brliicos^ Tenany* Wort], the Emperor's 
eldest daughter and widow of Hus Ik j stu Dr+uitaw, 
exacting thereby a sweet revenge on Wolds Gioip, 
who bad been a rival and confident suitor. In 
January ISFlfi uus np|K>inte<1 Governrjr-General of 
udir Province and itivt'n the title of Bitwnded. 

EnoiKetie and wolUiu^aning. but nervy nml 
excitable, nnd jiroiH- to rogtird Ida uflii-anI du*if-s an 
sctiuidarv to lie- biisiu- s« of am asking ■* fortune 
suitable to his rank. 


L6. BbtfN Ayellu Gabrc 

Born 1895. U'uft, cdnmted in the Proneh Minion 
si Hsirur and a|Hoikn French w.'-ell After hliving been 
BuceesftLveh' director of the Dim lhiwn (.'ust'.'iiiB and 
acting dirt-t-lfir of the Aijdiii Vl-.il-ii ciiiUicHH during 
the absence io Europe of Ate Gahm-rgiiahlicT 
Frany*Hh tn IS+29. he wue npjn:httf'd irj March 1029 
to be director of the Municipality of Addin Abnba, 
In llW’2 lie was made chief judge nf the Special 
Court, ul Addis Ababa 

RlftUa Ayella ib - pl™«nit i e ir| in ,i unirii-dEigcnf 
man and 1 r friendly to Europeans He ppeaks 
excel ten 1 Aral-i, nlUl was nl Ohi- liiui- sent <w n 
mission tii ihe InuiTn Ynhia of the Vcmen IK- 
submitted to tlm UiiiiiiJis ipimcdiatclv afn-r the 
occiipuriou c i Addis Ahabit and was put In charge of 
the native enurts. On lOtli May. 1941, be was 
appointed by iIl-- EmfH-ror Minister of Justice, In 
July 1942 wild appointed Ethiopian Minister to the 
Court of Kl Jiuiicftfl mid in March IFftffi Vice- 
OnveiTiur-Iiimcriil of Hnmr Province, 


17, Dcjaimach Barmbib SHashi 

Born hIhuiI 1EH.I2, ■ iha-atcd hically, Elder brother 
of lii'ja?uitich Miisiiu Siliishi (tpr,|. Was employed 
in 'lariir Proving- Ix'foJne the Ualiyu invasion 
Joined Hie guerrilla fighters during tin-- occupation 
iuiri never submitted to ib<* Italians., In April 1942 
miis npjv-j-inUfd fiovcrn-ir of Buko Province. Triuis- 
furred to Hgrai j..y l.hroctcr-iictiernl in 1 1 Uriiarv 
1944, and in January 1540 was iipfioiulcd Go-wnior 
eff Bale. Made u Vice-Minister in rhe .Minisiry of 
Interior in June I9 Hj. 

IS. Blafift Ephraim Tcwolde-Mcdhcn 

An Eritrean, born about Hkri, Educated m the 
Swedish Mission Sk'hool, Asmara, and the Aij.ericiin 
Univerflity of Beirut, Speaks English, l-’rviusb, 
13ijtimi and Arabic. Wns a itchooJ-teacher in Asinuia, 
Admlni«tratt)r of the Talari Makouncn Sl-Ih^jI froui 
its foundation, Appoiritinl to hi- IE I iojnau t.Vnsul 
in Paris, I iris, Luter sent io London, when:' he vvas 
charge d'affaires fur .son-nil yenre. Klhr-.pimi 
delegate to the Lcngua of Nations Several tufu.-s, 
W r.- in England during the Itulo-Etlikipbin War tmd 
rt’iniiim-d tlu-re after the Italian oocupntion of 
Ethiopia, nnd when the Emperor went to London. 
Ato Ephraim wras with the Emperor for si liuuf. 
Later he went to France and waft <hero when th, 
Vie-ciimli - look 1‘arih. Mariitg -d to- get #wia and 
returned v Ethiopia in September 1942. his find 
Visit -isic- I92* 1 Api«iati*d t-0 I.V Vicc-Mini^tvr for 
Foreign Affairs wiLii ihe title of Rlntla in November 
1942. 

Bunny his tenure- ns \nvv-MinLu-r he wit 
sUBpieifuts aonecitcd, ohslinnii- mu] in. Ilicicm A 
gothl linguist, wit ti a guod presence but wluw-a iitcd, 

In October 1943 appointed EthLupinn Minister at 
\\ ashing ton, and in Bcplenibi*r 1945 was irun i- rred 
to London, Hi* was raplnved by Ato Ababa It-im 
in ll'4K. nnd joined (ho Ethiopinn delegation t" thu 
United Nation* General Assembly held in Lvri- in 
the Hutumt) of that year, and in the spring of 1949 
3(1 N'f-W Varlt 111 July t r * tU he waft j-iwn ilk- flnrl- 
folsn cr Minister of Agriculture, 

]V> Vto Fumianticl Abraham 

Bom -ii I9TH at Lekfiuti. editented at the Ttfari 
.Makcinneii Nch--ii. Addis A halm. Speaks iflue-nt, 
Euglu!. anti Fur French Headniliftt«r -if a large 

Governinew 1 school as Asha Tafnri, directed by 
]>r Marlin In llt-'t.l lie m-v.xnjemii-J I <r. Marlin to 
Lr-mloi] and Wi-rltrd fts private he^retjiry in th> lega¬ 
tion ltd urn eel (u Ethiopia in August IIMJ atid was 
appointed BirectoMk*ueral of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in November tmd than in May 1914 
transferred !*■ Mini airy uf Education, of which he is 
I>ir"i-ti..r-«ieneraf and afiing (u-ad, Moml , - oS 
Etiiiupian de Sega ram to (hi Son F^nneuc^a Uou- 
feronce in l&45i 

A quiet, trail mbit ion* SI i ;iri ivbo ftUlTera fron ill. 
health and is handicapjartl in him um-k by shrinking 
from pr'ilitieftl intrigue, Ak ;m evau^Hieal Buntm 
Ins j iilicy is anti-L'niIndie 1 ., and he is anxious to use 
hirv ijiJltlllMirs of E'rolast.'UU missionurics :rs sel ooL 
throughout th« couutiy 

In I uni- 1047 He was removed from Sa- pu*t and 
m is ui up!,,’., , | until Mj.fi .,ni-J .. . M ni^l-r i . i-, 
Dnmitik u ef Imliu m M .k-K Il'llt 

20. IK iiknudi Halle 5cbv^ic 

Bom in T. J| i7 Son of I his iiug«a Amin and great.. 
grandR-m of the EtuptMXirJohfumcs Nfntried i?i 199! 
ti"' Emperor's saennd daughter. PrinceH-s Jlmeha 
Wortj, who dll'll seven months after her iiriUriage. 
Made Governor of Mmadh after his father s death 
in HULt. Beju rtfid to I lie TtaUnnn in I985 f Iuh sled 
thi- Italian iTae over Muddle and provided the onoiijjr 
w:t3i military --ecrete. Rewarded by the Italians 










with the rank uf mid Govorouraliip oi Tjgrm. 
Continued t" ■L’dlljilujrii^' with them during their 
occupation of lit 11;i..p mu. 

On the arrival o i British troops iti Tigrui in lbil, 
hi 1 .iovigiit rfei &ulv; > uf British protection hip) w-ua 
tuitniuted w itij the mi mi nisi ration of Eastern Tigrai, 
bill foiled lu be of any o&biituncv and W u.4 suspended 
fromliis fuuenuiH Jn May L£>4 j he sent n yoiigmtu- 
liitory telegram to the Einpriw "ii 1 1 1 >■ ooeaftion of 
.him restoration and I he liberation of Ethiopia. The 
Emperor then convoyed fji-w desire u> the British 
tliiiS Jj h i j i i ■ Haile tv-b.-Me ■'ln'llld )i« 
scut to Addis Ababa to sHuid triu!„ It tit ir was 

decided by Hi* Majesty's. GuvenmiCnt lliat, hi view 
of hi* unwillingness to return c ■ AddM Al aba rand 
certain minor poitiieal eotuudenitions sit the time he 
should &ot return but instead tdiould Ik 1 sent with a 
few pir>xtftnl rat omen* ro the K-eyeholies there to 
rpimun mfoirtuttrrudo until the end of t3u+ mar. 
Towards tlir end of 1015 the Emperor again pressed 
strongly for his boitig sent buck to Ethiopia for trial, 
and ills M!ij.‘.-itv'r, (jovcrnincni have nyraud after 
sonii ! di-iL’useiicin to hand him over in due course, 

he and his family were delivered to the Ethiopia 
(iiiviTument m SejJtemlHT 1SMB. Allor n irint before 

ten Ethiopian and two European Judges, wdiEtdi whs 

general Jy raiusTdcred to have been fuir, and in which 
he wrte given every op par. unity to defend hitn^lf, 
he ii-i- eundetiLiu'd to death He appealed to tin.! 
Emperor fur ti leniency; the Emperor hn* *o fur 
refused til pronounce a dwiaiuii. nnd manttwhite he 
is still :i prisoner. 

21. Kai HhiIu fijfeu 

Born illH>eil IflH”, the grandson of King Triklil 

Haiinuiiul uf Uojjiim mid nephew of Reln Hnilu inklit 
Emtmtnui Hein i lint'dilafy chief of tin* Anthuro 
Sum! district r-LiAl "I the Blue Kite. fusil the 
time of the Emperor's return from exile L5j HaLlu 
gained uu prom nine nee. living quietly on Li* I'Hinte*. 
He hover submitted to the Italian*. wud was for 
f.'iin- time living in H o«Vi- ill the Illsibiie Valley. 
\Vlu«n euiitueteil by the secret mkifiuti under 
Brigadier Siiritj fifd he agreed r.i CO-Of en<te mid 
nttackt'd the ItohiiGri nt Mol a and Kvru. driving buck 
Ran fiulu Tflkln Huimnncit tp Debra Markus, mid 
iiL M,mdi lH4J be was appointed Governor-General 
of the Province of Dojjmn and raised to the raid: of 
" JTu-j Retired jii 111 Pi ainl live- i|Uiel3;. ni Aildi- 
Ababn. 

A feudal chiaftom. owing hi* position to rile 
prestige of Li* descent 

I# n member of the* Crown Council Senile nfid 
a mere ifoi ire-head 

22. :U\. Ha, llAilo Tikis llaintaaof 

Born idmut tS"f' Only surviving but nntnrtd *on 
of Kmg Takln lUiummit. of tiojjutn and Ksitta who 
wa§ tribuiary to tbv Einpeh-r Monelik- < iranjboD 
of Bejiutmaeh Tns*aiiiii, uf tfojjrtin. Mairied a 
daughter bJiiceiihi-d[ of Eii,* Mangusha At ik>■ i,-. Tlrvh 
rmmy natuinl chifdtvn. As In-ri'dir ary tiovernorof 
tk«]ptlli llr held -l fiurtieiiloHy independonl fOlitios 
ra-n-rn tin- c'emnnl Government mid wn, fiehoved 
Eli have tllOUght of H'HOHnflTIg bin altegmntfti to the 
F! 11 fa 1 ror, whom h" ilijtltkes nod despises lod ho 
refrained from i*inp tb«i npp.»rlunity of Has WoHie's 
n*hellion ill ll'iHl to du w 

He yvii+ !4Ufilri'HJnr‘d to Addin Ababa after the 
Exiiproiei ZaudituV death in A |)ril Ituin mid there¬ 
after efjiiijwdled to Evinain nt the eapiial. to his 
unconcealed disgust, In April 1S8I thy betrothal 
it Lr- atiiioiuii'i'd of his son, hij Tolmnuo*, to Princess 
T^tihai, daughter of the Emperor. In April he 

w.l* pnhlicJy judg'-fl guilty of ii alprm'iic< a. fined 
300,000 dull a ry, and deprived of fhr»" provinces 
Hr then sot ila>ut 1-. vverk for the restoration of Iiij 


V;e- 1 i. ami was arreatad &h sooiiijis ii was known ibtit, 
the Jailer had escaped. Hr waa iraai and lientcnued 
tu iltsatb, but wais rujiriovrd, deprived of ull his 
pw-o^mona, end -rntruced to life imprisajiiuiisut, 
which Lu dtaxtrd by serv'ing uu an island on Luke 
ifendi. Mime An rnih'y we.it A i>lbi Abulia 
Jb'ii.:ii jinj a pjliiical priauisor in Addis Abu bn 
Ermni^hyui ihr wur, and wfli endured to liccoinpuny 
tlic Emperor on hi* departnr* 1 , H« ia naid c<> • bavc 
been pardoned m J.)iro Dawn, wlions he left the 
Imperial train. Ho returned to Addis Ababa and at 
urica submit uni lo the llaUuus. Ho was used by 
Mnrslial tiraxiani consid era lily in Eihlnpiuu a (Tairs 
during tli" ji-rn,*i uf the estwnaiou of the oceujiuiUm. 
the isUbtiiisStCHta of various chiefs wore effected 
tlijuagJi Idui. Eb- i urtieipiiteij ju the military o|riirti' 

lioue in iIlc Ambti and Pick distrinfe. In partidubir, 

he ctTnct'uJ the surrender of tie- two uf litis 

Kus*u in Ficlw in Deeombcr (Deja^ijitteh Aban i 
linsiui mid iJnja/jii.ii.'b .Isfii 'iVii^sflu Kabr-u] and will 
have to square his nouscicnec with the fact that they 
were shot out of hand by tbo Unbans, In whom ho 
handed Uioiu over. Was decorated by ilie liaUnua 
for lbs ^'Tvices. 

At the tinift when, owing la British infill ration and 
the approach of ihe Emperor, L.iojjaii'i appeared to 
be about t« break into open rtvnll, Ibis Mjiiiu was 
nominal"d *' King o; dojjiun " to to Debra 

Jlsrkos to tuliv bi^ Hupportu™. Hie attempt foiled, 
however, and Jib tvm furred to submit tu tliu 
Bmp.'j'tT at Debra Mnrkos in April llt-J I 

Moving cornu to an ugrcomimt with the Emperor 
nai lo take part iti any furl her in triples against the 
existing dynasty, he has Iwen allowed to remaia 
quietly- ifi Addis Ababa, uocupying the posiliult of i 
private Ethiopian Iiobfe and h ;1 mining the jnsreedh-nce 
to which his rank entitle* him. 

A rii'h and ilVftrick>Uw ] nrill, he Inis aged doii- 
sideRtlily of (sFr- and rm lunger si'emn to !>.■ much uf 
a potC3irial menuco. In 1 uly tiH.!- be was reb-osed 
frtuFi hiiiiHr" arrest under which he had been placed 
jiiiii.'v August HHi 

23. TV a hali Tii i*i Haile WMa Rule 

In iSHii wan chief private Sh'L'RHary to the present, 
Einpopor. Ap|Miii:tccl Miniiler uf l'o®ts, Telegraphs 
and Teh.'plumes in July 108ft Appointed Minister 
of i'oimnerce in Ki'pl^n I ■ r ItfU nm| Minister uf 
L’inative in January 3038. Appointed Tflahnfi Tiiziiz 
(IVivy Seal) in May 3ftd 1 Ju June IftJid he left 
Ethiopia wish tin- Emperor and settled in J'jilestirte, 
r. tnrnin ■ iron tEsert- r KEmrtiun in SepteroU r l04t.lL 
In N-mmiher he wn, sent into Ethiopia as the 
Emperor's represoiit&livu wiiEi 101 Mission. Norlhom 
S-'Ctiori. in the Northern Provincrv. mvl eo*operatod 
With jneEubers of tin 1 British -p. l l , f>. , 1 minsiun Hu 
remained in the north until the fall of t tondar, whtn 
he ro turned tu Addis A bn Em, In July lb4 L J hr was 
appointed tinvcmor uf Jhdirn Birhisti and diftrivt 

III t.h’b -fe'r HU A he WMS made Coun sel lor of tile 
Crown lT-> is a ftlmmch rnpinbrir of the Ethiopiiui 
Chiindi h rid, in enusequeinoci, pefclionary and an lb 
foreign, 

24, Abb* Hanna 

Morn ill Itffkff A prtejjt elf quiet bearing ami ibieetin 
appeurmice w-fj > lim- Jsj.ni; Ih's-h the trusled ennhrlnnt 
of the Ivmpr.'ror. AVa h often in ibr Hunir Proviuct^ 
wirli r I smppi '■ d mission of watching oor the 
itnpriRoncd Lij Vosu fimtil the Eattcr did at ilia end 
of I&S5) tAmsitb ri-ij by nonic to be tbs- eHirniftcr 
sjtj4i uf Ethhjpian political. roneind Khurtnim 

with The Crown iVitice in Ootobi r IfMft, acCuiiiguuried 
the I 1 ’I'U]H. j rur through GojyarO itisl reift witll him 
in Adib> Abnbn. 

Hr eXOTvi*Kit ennsidornhlr more infliiL-nes; rban iv 
appudtit and is the /»rn>i -»icr ’trite ot lbs* I'ulave. 


25, tchcge Cabni Ciiargiiii t A bun a IhiviLiosJ 

Bum abtmi jHiHri. Before bidug made Icliege in 
I'ePjjinnry 1885 Ahha tiubni tdiorps wos for two y- ura 
Jlottd of the Ethiopian moiiuatcry in Pole^vtino. He 
mjconiptinji'd the Emperor on his ddparluro fnuu 
Ethiopia En Jil30 nnd remmus'i'] with him for iconic 
time tn England later returning lu Palestine Jn 
Jmu BMt> he joined the Emperor in the tin dan nnd 
accompanied hint llirougfiout ihe journey from 
Khartum to Addis AbaEa, In the nlw-sjuee of a 
mu hi it uinmntJy nppotnied arehLibltoji, lehe^ lifll-ra 
•i iiorgift w for nioM thrm it year after J lie Emperor's 
return acting bead of the EthiojMioi Church. In the 
fliimriK-r s*f Hi-lS [igrRi'Tiirnl was reached between 
the Ethiopian Church and the Patriarchate spf 
Alesundrio oVi-t their uni*tadding di0erotic4*s. arid 
the iehege was one of the four Ethiopian 
vwleftiasrJ l-s who in -I uly went to Egypt nan] were 
fiouscLiratt’d bishopa. IB- was appointed to the ISr-u 
■ jf Shoa mid mo I. t Ju-- name of Abunn 

2*, Ras tmru Haite Nila^ie, C &M. 

Horn hJjoiu lftlU. Sun uf Dujazmaeh Haile Bdus-io 
Jitw! eonatu f.f the Emperor, of w hum he b u faithiuJ 
supporter As Deputy troverimr of ttarar Province, 
he proved a pojntJiir and efficient administrator and 
a rinocro eoilnbnratur W ith t he miE h' iritii- in BrilieJi 
Annals land. In Oe tuber lirgu b>> was appoitited 
Deputy t iovi'rnuf of Wollo with Eull powers In deal 
wiili the slave traffic puaaing through that province 
*:n rnnfp tu the const, In Jninmry ]BM| the hair 
upparonl Prince Aefa WosKen, waw made nvHnri 
of the Provmee of Wolfe, but fhvjiumrtcli Imru wns 
left ait i tiiverufir under the young prince and made 
rlic chief officer in the fetter's Jidusrholil. In the 
sunmier of Uk'f’i he nitule u l n j tfi Europe, and on 
bit return n.sok over the Proviitve of (.ihjjftlri, uf w inch 
Ilii" FPriiin 3 111 el been rIi*po«si?«s>Hl. At tkn aaitie rime 
lie wns made a Mai-, 

i'uranumib-ii the wv:-iern flank of the Ethiopian 
anuir'-H In Shire, bet ivuled with Dujiu.imii'h Ayelcu 
kftcor i Eie Imttk* of Seluclacn ia early March and 
reacherj Hi-bra Markus, capital ol bin Province "f 
liujjaiM at the end uf April Early in May moved 
toward* Addis Ababa, to help ns Ha defence, blit 
tnriLfj West W l han he be uni of the Italian uefiupjitjon, 
Bta-ched Coix* iti June and iijs»ktd in work of 
Phrt'isioniii (imemirient of the wen then?. J* said 
io have been nsadc Minisun of Wmr by the exiled 
Knuperot. At one time thought uf xvtirinp tn 
Dgond!!. bm eventually decided to fig hi 'Riar- 
ronderad m Kntfii in I fecendnw Wn* brought tu 
Addis A India ei irl y sir JiLmiiirv and wim writ tin Italy 

Ho relumed to Ethiopia in OcIuIkt Jfl43 after 
being roseued by the- Allies in tla-ir Invasion of 
-OS] r hern Paly In May 1 H . J 44 lie was up pointed 
Governor-General of Begemrlir, ansi in iouimry IIHft 
wn* i nude Ethiopian Min inter in Wnhlnngtcm 

Bus 3 rum is i (juict, wjurtenins and kiusily maa, 
“ luwlel of domestic virtue nnd perluipa the neun^t 
flnprcjoch fo mt lu nil-S Ethiopissn llml lilt I’OMitry 
He would Welcome VHL-opernlmu with t lie 
BritJith. l>ul tl'i- present regime uulik, Ey tu favour 
him or ni low hiru praei teul eypre^ioii of bin ii itUunl 
idea's 

2?, DiHjaxmnch K.ihbadn Tax^jmia 

Burr nbiHJt tflflfl jitssl brought up in the palace, lie 
wum at or*e (imv- Court Chairiberfeiu and Infer 
Ethiopian Consul ill deniauiem After Lise Ilatu- 
Etbinpiaii M.sr be fell lnwr-d If ■■ Emperor into csile 
In July r IlMn lie travelled tu Khartum from Palestine 
■ind joined llie seenit nn-iainn under Brigadier Snnd- 
ford. Acting as repri-wntFilive v.f the T\mjuror. He 
in sairl to have beeni an indefatigable worker rand u 
v,k ry luvid sswi luI of the Emperor, Ho avrontpaiiled 
Hie Emperor to Addis Ababa and was appointed 
rinvemornf 11"■ Province of Walhign, In April TH4J 


he was made Governor of Addis Ababa, in which 
p- u; he Menvt-il httu*vif ran*''imMy efficient and keen 
on iiiuduiu.<tMLi rafurniv. In Juilc MMli was 
appointed Governor-GtmemI uf Uojjam Province 
and wuK made Dcjmcmneli 

2H. ILLL Ksls Kawi t Hailur Durge> GXIV.U<, . 

B-.rn '(bunt l5bi. lilsti Kn.-wi is the great■grOiuisiUi 
of King ?-■!;!.• Hilar sit and lii" gnuidson of Bus 
D.irgv who was imprisoned by King TJteodoro and 
re leu rii'il by Lord Napier nt Magdiiia. lie was 
Governor »>/ the Provineqh of Balulin. Bonimti T blondnr 
Euul Bcgerndlir. and spent must of hi.s time at his 
provincial eaplul. Etc he, then two day*' journey 
from Addis Ababa. Hv hold Vnsti In custody ut 
PieJu initil he escaped m May Jttili 

A l’er llji dofejit iiud death of Mas GtigSR M\i|Sim in 
Marvh 1080 Rus Kiuuui was given tli- 1 latier’K domin- 
ions. in - ., tile Brovinvcs uf G^adur mid Bcgemdir 

3 3" rt|>iVH''iiU'(] Erliiopin ut the coroiuilfen of King 
Gisirge \ when he wji* made G,C V,0„ and Its* 
admiration for Knglund and the Englisli is genuine 

Du the occasion A King Tiifiaji - IPJ.n eoranatiou 
Ras Klissb received the title of " Higlmeas," a title 
to whicli he cin l proivriy lay claim in virtue uf Ju* 
Boyal dwseeiU. 

Conm'iiiJ'i'it'F-in-duef ,.,f tliu- Elbiupian anun-s jn 
the north under the Emperor Be treated with lia* 
Siyyuiri niter -eC* lnl bat lie of Tviuliic.n at iln i*dJ 
of February mirl joined the Emperor ni Vonuii ert 
mb .Murid) f'cHfk i urt in Battle of Mui Cliio 8Bt 
M irob Aeeon fiami'd itie Erniseror to \ddis AImIxl 
and ilienee lo Engbun]. He reiuuined with the 
Etniwrur tlirowyhout bis exile in England and luG r 
joined him in Khartum from hikmne in January 
JfHl and uceorjipnmod him across tho IhiHut into 
Ethiopia, through liojjnm. as far a* J uda . and 
euiniJLitndtsI Lhv Eal riut, fore - nl llie thuw-dwy 

Battle of Ajehar fJunc 15*41 1 

He has, coowderabJi- ehumi of manner, dcv<mt 
imd religious, and anxious to promote she spiritual 
WcJfnri' ..f ! i- fellow-wmitryiiii'ii Al i lu- mim- rime 
he hrt.H a raputarioiq lor imraEmeus Hi- in now living 
ipm-lly jfi Addis Aim bn rind i:^ lie- i j s' r meiober id 
the Crown Comical. 

2V. Coland Kille F.rgetu 

Born in UtKJif Efbiraft^l in Addis Ababa and nt 
St. Cyr. rija'iik- French mid liuhiot. Iti 1083 
rx’S Limed from France and war made coEunul in the 
Imperiitl Guard, Fougln on I he Hurt hem front 
Ugojusl the 1 1-nb iiu*, unci, mi the Itwljan occiipation 
of. t J it- rap dial, ubtaiiu'd summary in 1 he Japanese 
Legalluri. ivin rn- hi-stayed fur rive lepra. At ilia end 
of i:lG I wait to J iinrna uh head uf the police tuid in 
July PTJ Ihjcs-um' Ditfee lor Alt item 1 uf L J ubiir 
Si'i'iirity. From August MG3 held the appoint 
uf General Secreinry to the Alinislry of War. but 
roverted to Dirai'ii.r tb-ncral of Public See urn;, in 
January In 15Mb was appointed Efhicpiati 

Commissioner on Frant'o-Kihiopjan Buuuidnry i im- 

miE«iflii. 

A r ,, M.'fvvd and «s>n*tTvntiv«- tinin, be bm* tm liking 
fur jundgm-r* and bus shown bull co-operation witli 
tie British CotnmijwkuifT of Police. FI. wu* ,i 
riuujiher of tile Etliiupihn defegiil inn which hi 
tpril UMT dfernssi i mod iti cat ions of tli, tv nx •• 
Eihaip]ijH_ Ix'imdi.ri wiili Kenya -‘ffiriak nnd was 
(he prineipnl wurkinc la-inber nf the Etiuujdjui 
tetuu in LllO llcgutiritioilK of July 1^46 for the 
over of the ( IgFulen. In these last lie Wrt* imiutidli- 
gently rough. 

Tu duly 1! 1 Jf> Ii was appointed. Vfeq^MSnllUer uf 
the Inb rior. 

5 ( 1 , ft Fan a kidanc Mariam 

Bum ip Aduwa in and edutaled a I the 

Sayrlhli Mission in Asmara A *j. cratui'y in rha 












Ministry fur Atli«r> from 1027 ■ i.'iy. 

Sent h* Acting Ethiopian l msiii t,j Asmara itj 10*'K 
Directur-General in Uie Minis try oi Educe l■>ti Iruna 
H*$2 10 19(30. During the uecijputuiii he wju 

Liti|inusopicd Italy ucid uidy rciVEksed in 1030. He 

relumed to Ethiopia und joiiun! Hn> S. yymu ■* 
forces in tin- Tigroi. After tin- tibvpiL],m h* vwvit- 
pit'il hu clficud position Until 1010. lit* d<-*- rela¬ 
tions with Rub Seyyuiu made him ior Some lima 
«usr N 'tt in tin? oyo> of tin- authorities Fie occupied 
himself with eumumrou., und notably with the 
Imperial Motor Tram-p- rt L'snipm in which the 
Emperor i» undc-relra*! to June sumo Interest!. In 
J Line I04fj Ih> w ,-,-i nplKtinted uniroller- ge aural nf 

i'roueo-Ethiopian lhiinny In September 1948 
ho sriw inode Acting Vice-Mi niBttir of Public Health, 
hut HL-IilM-d rn accept WlbUMntivC appointment. 

having ttio QUOIV ulh'T iri.iis in I la lire, tiini resigtlfid 
in July 19411, 

An edueuttfii Lind intelligent man. but with t 
re>jiLitnlion Iirt difiln ni'-r,'. in, cQinMlcrcml SmUTer*. 

3f. il.ht.tl. Prince Makonncn Haile Sibi*de 

3 -■ < rai !!• 1921. the second -jli ol t i i ■ ■ Jilllfu'IDijr, He 
accompanied the Empress on her visit to Egypt and 
Palestine in 1093 and ora bis return Wjls mi'd-* !" ■•• 
of hlarar. During tin.* Icn.lii-Etkiapiuu War In* 
aeeornpnrued hit father to the nor!hern front alid 
wont with him when ho left iur Eng hind i\,n- 

tinuing 3us education in England be went tu ?4| 
Climiuphvr's, Bath, and Wellington College. In 
June litiu lie accompanied the Emperor io Khartum. 
He Vi an rs>nn:iLHsii .i]i‘d rn tl^ Ethiopian tirruV after 
quuUfrittg .is a endet in tin* Ethiopian Q the ere 
Training School at Sebn Camp Khnrluci Tn 
January 39 1 1 grossed tb* header with tin Emperor 
into Ethiopia. Ho then, however, returned io 
Khartum In complete rh* military I raining. I ft 
April 14141 li travelled by :dr from IU««sr<?3 to 
Di-bru Markus, tliera rejoining the Etiiptfror. and 
biter returned to ilumr ji> 11- *veraor*t.ietierid of that 
ptT.ivine#. la February lit* whn married by bis 
parents to Woijteivi team Siirao. graiifhdfiughter of 
the bite Dejftzmiveh A berm. nn^tiinc duverw >*f 
Rmyii. oi ai. old Tigremi funiilv. In Angi.-t 1047 
it son was born providing the Emperor with his 
tint grandHou in the iftnh* line, 

-Despite hh, age he still iniprvs.ves n> a friendly 
find fairly int>-lligcn? schonlhciy whoie interests lh- 
rather In iFlIhls mnohaoimJ and cuinmercjai rhan in 
the :irimitiLsinnuai nf I s- pn>vifiea + which i*t largely 
enttu'd 'Hit by the Vii.'e.tim-errtor. Si*‘ is -upfiOH- d 
tci hr the favourilf nf bis fallwr nnd is liyUitw] t i 

lti-s p jij.f i n. .I h< v An- f 'i nm Prinoe (»ji.r *• Of a w>-;tk 
M>d it inn tu lift* chjir-uli ! In- ti nd- (a lean on hi* 
friend? of T-in- mau-eTit wi 1 h inwveri reMilt-s HLn 
conunertiial activities frequently nf n t»oia* t-oo 
r-.-i utjdde tuitur.’ tirni inorr- oft> i n (Sum noi: ending 
in failure have don- much to lower his pn ilign. 

J2. LkoldiHit-ColMcl Mukaonun Dmoeke 

Born in 1911 Eduented svr the Taffori Mnkunnen 
iSi’ho-i nnd i mi■■‘ iiv.l [jiditaf;. fraihing in Efelgilllii 
tejHijikri French, Tt•«Eimn uni ■ litth English. TT** 
foo. T lit iiguimit tbi- Ttidinns, but remained in Addis 
Ahnbn during the oceupntioii aftd w«- employed ,iL 
police headquarters Iti |!M1 he joined the Imperial 
triinfil. utid beenme second in comm-ind In June 
391.1 In. 1 was n •■.■I" E j.■ pj-vut> i.'ommixaioner »d Police 
i m (I showed eoflsiderabta non race in 1< udiliy lib men 
etgmiMt united hands in the city. In Dwicmbiw 3047 
he wait npfK'dnted uiib -dt^eurnp to the Emp^mr. V 
Inrqt'. Friendly and vS^ rful imin, uhn pbiyi* |n.lu on 
n iiii-jiint tike ft crirldiuTHe Otic of the Mim-o-r of 
the Pen A follower-. Lie is able I m assisl A. to T«ITuru 
Wort) in ** protecting the Empen'T from " uri- 
dteirrabJe "* ililluotiCvA. 


33. Dcjn/EUdL-h Make-iinr ei Dc^E,i 

Bom in 1010. Ho \vus oducHted first in she 
Tabari 7t [ ukon lie n Sclmo-I. Adda & Abuba, ihuu ut i" 
tin Mn-Tiiem I'tiiv rs!t\ it Bejl it ! mii'y. - f. r 
by eJl'J Emperor to Mudy mettifiue ut ilsinanli. 
After Mitiis four yenra isi Atncriai hr itiined n;i 
on11 1 roi«jlogit-u| ndiwaorj. iroiu Harvard without hi* 
tjoteriimcjlt'a pr-mus-sian und umne li Ethiopia 
The misj.iiuii und. d in billure mid he never relurued 
to Aiuerien. Alter the ItltliuTI uvt‘lt|Jtltioii ho nought 
u-iyUnn with IS si -i lluilu. tPtie ■•! whose (xnuilr^'iLien 
he is?, blit I Liter cSl'Ji fjed horn Ethioplu, irti veiliny 

throng!: (JiijjiLin tu ! In' Soduii. tie proceeded to 
Cairo und wuy for some time n teacher of 
ttiaiheuiEiticit ut ih*.- English Mission i.'ollege. 
Koublneh. He netitnied through Uie Sutbui n 
Ethiopia in 14141. mnl iljHtti arrival ill Addis Abuba 
Waj. mndc Mltiistcr of JiiduOiltioTl 

He fniled to make a nmyras of bis appoint incut, 
having no Cimeuptioti ut the fltlMUcial or other 
requireinenta of any cdocatiunsl sebetno atid puying 
no bend tu. Jd-i iintiili udviscr in May LiJ-l-l wir§ 
(ippoiutc<l Minister of Telegraphs mid Tde- 

h'-Ttea, ii I'ulil ic-nliv re-| susilde i HMinuii. which 
e ftUtd with indifferent officiouey und doubtful 
iiitrgr-.iy until June 194ft. w-h«n he w«« roleg&tod t ■ 
lb« pesL id President uf the Chamber of Deputies. 
In July UHJ4 w ;■«-i LippOflited t■ Vl l _M 1 uf-1 j eU l- faj *>f 
Wollegu Provinev tiuji the rank u! fh&jnamnch. A 
weak character, conceited and lu/.y. hut ut the. same 
time ansiuLf:-. tv* Seem u au&LWSS, 


34. Alu Mukicnnert liable iVold 

Burn lWXi. After Is ing n secret :iry in the CllhUHn- 
hmpsa :U Addis Al'iiiul. be w«s marie liriit secretary 
of the \lirdssrv oi thu Iittenor. Enter he was for 
over three years 3'Jirector of cli-- Ministry of 
Agrie 11 ]Ei ■ re In June 10MO lie wft.% appointed 
Director *A the Miuiutry uf Fimuice, Tronelornd ua 
Director tu tin* Ministry of ('ummeree in September 
1081, and made at the amne time u Director uf the 
State Batik. 

He was hard-working, uJ though tlien, os now, hie 
Mini-st ry wjls huth eomipt und ineliicieu! 

Apcompanicd the Emperor t" Jibuti, where he 
renmined for some- timi', later going to 1-V.it»ee ar:*i 
staying at the Ethiopian ConHiilnte there. As the 
(j ore nuns occu pii-d 3 'jin-, MiikuiutL-i] cscopisd and 
Drive El ing via Poring a! reached Efhiopiu in March 
1M1 Si»n after hi'* arrival lie TV ns upwoinUd 
Minister of AgricnlLitre, and in -hily 194A lie was 
made Minister of Agriculture, Commerce and 
Lnduatry. Early in H J 48, when thu Department of 
Pr-'M und hifi irimi; ii>n or^iaed to bi J a sect inn oi the 
Miniwlrv of the i.Vn ami tvjjs rsuied Lu li"- sluttin 
i f u Minisin’. Makniiflcu LEilstr- Wrjd wn- niofl*- 
Minisier. as the -mine time retaining the portfolios 
of Agriculture imd uf Commorcc and Industry. Ho 
w, in addition. n-aponuih!e Em* E. I unite ulTitirf and in 
churge of the department d* a ithug with religion- 
affairs, Ho is u ppaldgd nf ilu* Etnptmir and has 
spent mast of his Jj/e in the Pftluec. Ifis grf.ucsqiii* 
facial appearnncir i*? in keeping with the popular 
belief that, bn' is, a norcerer vetsad in the Black Art, 
Shrewd but ignorant und int^iEeriml of advice, lb- 
mmiiiged bv imuitiierubi'' lintge- und smaE]-&ttal"i 
H! rackets " tu line the pockets uf bis Imperial 
putrons while renervinig a gcrn'mii- commits Ion and 
AAsiirim; . ‘kvu.ri.' fwmiiiui for himiMilf- PerHoiuiily 
rpeau and miivcnwdly impopulnr. flis policy, if 
persii-ted in, i^. likely tu produce a ehnolic ocotiouiie 
situatiuti in EHiiopin when present favourable post¬ 
war enuditiojls disappear. 

In July 10-10 lv" resigned from the Minitiriffb nf 
Commerce anil Industry and of Agriculture i-at his 
jpputntmeut mu Mini.-Ui'r oi FinnUfle- 


35. Bit waded Makoiuicn lBd^Uk 4 ichaw' t O.B.F. 

Bofri Itsbih A tail, haudsoine mail, he is rclmlod 
to the lute Rub Tusaimna, guardian and tutor of 
Lrj Yasu, and in married to the Rrinoi^s Yaabafibe- 
worq. niece of ih« Emperor. He Luis been 
successively Minister uf Coinmereu tin* tirsl. 
Ethiopian .Minister tu the Court of St. James's, 
Governor uf Addis Ababa, Minister of the Interior, 
und in HXH 4 iuvr-rnor of Gore. 

In 1924 he was a member of Run Tufuri’s -uii- on 
the 1 utter's visit to Loudon, and was ut that limn 
awarded tin- O.B.E 

During th<- ItnlrnEthiopian War In- eomcntuiJi-d 
tli" liore umiifra n the Ogaejius Front under 
Deja/.m nrh Nin-ibu tind then ngcompanied flu* 
Emperer inta - silcl lie tu-il witli big wife ut 
Jericho until M un"tuber ]94f>. -.vIumi he revini-d 
tu the Sudan and travelled with tin- Emperor 
through tiojj&xu to Addis Abuba. In Muy 1041 B-n- 
wa.fi appointed Minister of tin IiiUTior. 

teinee his murriage he has ijc-m chwe-dy eoniiecti*-i 
with the l'nlji i'. 33" b rjoi uti adiiiimsDator or 

statesman, and opinion is divided us to bin intelli* 
gcin-e, hut h" has pleasant umnnens, is courteous und 
friet idl y. 

In Jmiintry hM-i 3>eeame preadident of Ifie t ouucil 
of Minister^ and w«- given the title of Bit waded. 
In August 1948 WTas itppciintcti Prime ALinistcr. Was 
chief Ethiopian detegmte iur negotiating the Anglo- 
Elhiopiftii agreement of 104-l t hut was confined 1o 
playing ■ tnrgely eertirrurjial purt. und in April 194J 
headed the Ethiopian dulegmiion to thp- ^un 
Francisco Confers nee. 

36. Bitwuded IVTaagunba Jam hare 

Bom about IttiW. Ait lifredilarv chief of the 
Moelwi district of Liiijjnm, hv marrivil Woir.erfj Sub I a 
Wunge], dcLiighit-r of Boa Hnilu Takla Hain anol and 
at oin- tip* wife of Lij Yusu, but owing r., h*r 
participutron with l In- ftaliiiiis be renounced her 
and they hftve been divorced. Tie submitb.'d 1o ibe 
Italians when they iir*t enmr- into the country, but 
noun after the Grastiimi xna-wm-n-- he roT-ulin] uiid 
took ii large part in the liujjinu Rebellion in the dry 
:■ ison of 113!.S7-fVt. After -b:-. 3n> ui-t- r ^iihmilted, 
conning the lluliimH endieBB trouble and ihioy-iTig 
them any degree of security in Gojjam, Contacted 
by tire British in 1040 (as Di'jjcjruudj Mungnshai lie 
sent it caravan uf i*>0 men to tin* Smhm to rrocive 
armB und ttinmucitioB. and then sheltered tho Iltuiib 
qtiorterT of ilie Britisli mission under Brigadier 
Sajidford nsiril ibu arrival «.f tin* Kmperor in March 
1041, 

In Ms mb l'd'2 he was appointed V'ice-iiovernor- 
Cp emir id [if the Ftavinoe of ftounni and Chief of the 
Artnivji of t hat provtnei.-. At the Mine time he wng 
given the (Lila of “ Bitwath'd." He did nui g <; t on 
with Rus Hu In and in March 1045 was given lira 
innocuous post of PresiiUnt *4 the Senate in Addis 
Ababa Was math' Governor-General of Wallvga 
Province in May |1>K3. 

37. Dr. (kurki. ttorqjneh \htntn 

Known in Etliiupin n4 Axuj Worqiaeh was 
nbundoTied jih a linhv at Mftgdnls In 1868 and taken 
by n. British missionary n. India, where ho wits 
Adopted, educated find, given the nniu.- oF Martin.. 
He practised merlii-ism in Burmn v, I -re he also 1. -ill 
a position, and is now a pensioner of the Burma 
Governim-nt meria'til t,.-rvirv. arid m tarried an English 
wife On !ier dwitii li« i.ianhal WoIkcri Kssola 
M ortj. an Abyssinian lady of high run It a princess in 
hur own right through her rnotln-r, and u rear r.d«o 
tii ut cf the Empress hlanen. About Use time he «•« 
appointed lu be Governor of Cherviltir lu* w-a* 
divorced from b» wife, who Btibft*qiiont.ly married 
* Dvj(Oilnuch Tiiyye (uilulati- rtj.r.). 
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Hnd OOiiRidcmble ind ue pee with the Et-gtfiU, who 
uiikI him .i- ]jvrnuTial adviser, pariiuuhiriy un (|i^* 
tioiLs Tibeetinp England!. In 1927 he ua.s seal Lu 
America ti> hold von vernations with the J. U. M'lutt- 
Corfornticuv ciMiwriitng the Tsana dam Ad min is* 
irai ur of t]u- Special Court m IVriA i i-overnur of 
CJu-reher 1031. Etluopiatl .Minis! or in Jaem-lori 
19B6-38. 

He h us four wati*; and four diiughtcrs briny (two 
other sons wuro shut by the ItilIlililb and two 
da ugh torn jsre dutcaacri), all of whom ^|«-nk good 
English und hove been educamd on Bunopefui lines. 
UbBtinate and a fearless advocate of his own views, 
Dr, Martin bus often di*agreed wilts the Emperor, 
nud as a result Ivm temporarily fallen out of favour, 
only to be reinstated at a Inter date. His familli. -i 
are now fast failing him from age, lie holds no public 
odkie and it is; doubtftil if be now lirifi mtieh influence 
w Li b t he E i - ipere r. Hi * fa n iiJ y a nd t heir conm sioo.-i 
form ii jhjwi rful Muc whieb is tin- Hiaiustuy uf the 
young pnigressive clique headed by Lij Vilam 
Deressn ig.r.i. who aa married to Dr. Mio-tin's 
daughter Elizabeth. 

38. Dvja/maL’h Mashn SEUuhi 

Horn ahuisT IDi2 end brought up with lib h-mtlser. 
Dojuxtiuu'h Bexsnhili SiUshi, iri iha* Ibirntuw house¬ 
hold. Th v is Said to be n liulf-hrolher id the late lm* 
lb-ri! I IkhUrt nud til DejnamAch \bilhil Danilina 
)Ko. 3). Ill* iv ub a Reutennnt-rolcmi*| iu tha* 
Imperial Bodyguard before the Italo-Ethioptnu \\'nr 
and never nebhiittis) to the italinns lie inaMnimi 
redstaiiM to churn at Si ret in Shao und Snlnic* later 
joining I kijumittih M ungual iu (i|.r ; jo liie i i.Vsuiru 
He mceompOTiicd the Emperor through Go|jam and 
\\u< then ^oiil Ln flgut the Italians remaining in tba 
w,Triton I proviucwr-. After the capture of tk.re he wns 
son! there as Emperor"■ repre*ieiiiativa and Inter 
confirmed UJ, Governor t>l llm* ]iR>vine&. Fat tine 
month in 1042 he acted as " fzuardinn " of A Mill ^ 
Abilbn after r.hft aTrest of Blalta "I'akknln, the 
Governor In *lnly UlAi lie was up;iointc-d Governor- 
General of the Fnivinee of iLlubfibor, and in May 
I0IB tvi.i s irnutv tinvermir*Gciiflral uf the importiLiu 
Proviiiee of Katin. 

He is uetivu, sjjrewd. prompt ikt decision^ nnd b&t- 
ternjiered, U nquosticmiiigly loyal to the Emperor. 

30. Ato Mtniisiit Lemma 

Bom LUO jimL educated in Cairo, Speaks good 
English, French : md Arabic. He returned to 
Ethiopia in 1985 to fight the Isniialis. but wept 
back to Cairo during the occupation In 1940 he 
was niisist^nt to Biattengetu Lonm^o Tbiw. in the 
Emperor'n Secret, irint fit Klmrturn. After the 
liberation he was secretary to ihp Duke of Hnror. 
IF* leh fur i.'ftiru in Sepieanber 1040 for family 
reckons, und on hi* return in Mu-amber »*twi made 
Direi'tnr-Gaftpral in ihe Mints!n- of Finance. A 
mtil] i>Mtr of the Kt hit i pi an rli’lf‘pri4'ion to rl. • San 
Fmnuisvo i'-onferetiM in 1045, He ! n? frequently 
nanumed ohorpe of the Ministry during the nl^anei'S 
of Ljj Yiliiui Dert-ssa and in July 1040 was appointr*d 
Vice-Minister of Fi mince An able, hard-wnrkia},' 
and lioiLt-st offichib whose rtlicieney ia seriously 
impnirtft by the* exeesiiivr nmount of Work he has 
to -lo. 

40. Lij Mendik A siiu 

liorn nhoul 1915, tb** win of the Fortner Enijn'ror, 
Lij Vnrui by a sifter of (ho Sultan of Au--. l in the 
D.in nit 1 1 ecu in. try Mem-lik i« the only son uf Lij 
V asri rtMognis»-d by the Ethiopian GovMnmmt. He 
Was kept for many years by the French at Tnjtira 
and Ohoek in French Sotludilorid and is entirely 
Unr-rlilviili'il He ri' 1 iirned tn Fthiupin via in 

October 39-11 mid wna sent dow^n to Addis Aiuihu 
from Diinun by 1 lie I’roWn Brilicc. Tire Kmperor 
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unke* greaT interest in him mid he is fit preisent 
living quiet l v in the Palace, 

Hi- 3 1 Ufa now been still to Jiiiirni, where h* kept 
ooder *n|>ervitiiati Ho is odourless juid without 
ambition. 

4L Brigadier Mered Maogmha 

fitijm ij] 1012 and fdilVHtod. at the Tttffflri 
Miiiitirifit'ii Heliool 111 Addis Ababa, Spu-ak* English 
unci I-renoh. llffurt 1 tin' iiudmti occupation Jsi* was 
trained as u wireless operator. Ho fought agiiinat 
till! J Lniiana mid retired with Bln tin Tab ole Wold# 
ll.iwuritil. mid Depmuiloli Met-fin Sila&hie into the 
Sudrti'i jn 1088. Ho joined Brigadier yandford a 
Mission 101 as a wirolwra operator, In Mjiv !04l 
be was appointed Covenant of fftre Dawn, in April 
L!.4'J he was rntide aide-de-cnmp in tile Emperor 
'*sa even ninth released from this nnd amis lank 
in Ihteemlier !£#47. In March 1048 he was given 
command of the 2nd Dmgkm, in De&sie, and pro- 
tnoled to Isngiidior-gfiieruj (having previously held 
the nuik of majorl Reserved, but pEcasunt Keeps 
aloof from polities 

42. lirij-iHlitr-UiKrul Mu lug* to Hu Hi 

Burn in 1017. A Slmiui Hullo of humble 
parentage Ldututod at Use Tnlfuri Mitkoiineft 

in Addis A balm. When the 1 Uliana invaded 
Hu- country be wa« ut tJn> Hnietia Military Academy 
under lEie Swedish Major Tnlulti (sue lVrsfinnliliiW 
Kt'jKU : for ! 11 Jrl No, ,‘i 11 Htid went to tiu- fen>ni wifli 
ike other Ifciletlu cadet k. He wms n refugee in the 
Siiflun for five years and returned to EHifcipttt 
Liirtni’-li Oojjmn with l ht> Emperor in 1041. In May 
E-HI lie WLiS iruitlc Officer Coirniuiuding the Imperial 
Giutrd with the nmk of colonel. In May 1046 he 
commanded thu contingent which io<k port in Hi,. 
ViL'Cary Marrh in Umdon, and Hubftequvntly visited 
Sweden, l l rutuotod to nmk of lirsgaditingeneral m 
Jtdy HUu Speaks French and n little English, He 
k unmarried. hut in IlMtl im* n suitor for Hie hand 
uf Ainnreeb Xnsitui, who was* however, married in 
April nm to Rrigadier-tAbiyye Ababa, This 
in,-n .,<• .J the rifi Mre’iriv esisting betwi'vii the two 
tm-u mt itiiniiwndern of the Imperial Guard arid the 
ImjN'rial Army respectively, II L* house is a 
meet tog-place for a number of the younger 
Ethiopiaas Of Aft independent rsatori', he him no 

love fur l he ruling diqut’-. Although pleasant, enough 
in 0 dmvenwilion. Ire bn* the reputation of being 
xenophobic and, in particular. anti-British. Ha 
mrtiunly behaved rudely to l.lencml Toltam in 
connexion with the arrangafucittH for the dnaputch 
of 1 be Ethiopian contingent to the Victory March, 
but this in,-iv have been n passing pha*- 

43- Hitwadcd Vnguvh fhubbada) Barm bib 

Horn about HHti, th>‘ greut'gnindBon of King 
Tnkln Hfljnmnof txf Hojjam. His fuiber. hltaumri 
Sftbbadn, wsli n minor chief of Gujj&an and his 
motiier van thcr daughter of Rn ft Bazzabih. tun <>f 
Ki n i; To Ida Hidmaiiol. Bduoated at the Swedish 
Miie-inji School, Addis Ababa, Ho fought undo? Has 
hunj in : In li nlo-F.r fnopiuu War rind w:ik left a< 
Afttinn iiiivernx-r in tin Huh'h nluM-iu-e He never 
MiliiLiiilid tit the ItaluiUi hut, with rh-jar.itiach 
Maugnjihu look 14 ei active part; in tin- Ciitjjam 

ffekdliiSM in Eitt, -IW Al tin 1 hugiiming nf the war, 
h • ^'1^" I’HO, XUgnsli. as Ik'jiiKinaoli X'agnsii, war 
coin leterl by ib Brit nth from the Sudan, received 

arms umj unuimuition from ... and gmemllv 

«o-qpeniti'd with them in attacking Italian columns 
m the neiglilKUirliishl of Burie At the fall of Burin 
in riHi he w™ pul in charge of the town. Afier 
the Ein |H*n>r's depart uru for Addis Aha bn soma 
i rouble was caused hat wean Mangaslia and NagaMi 
ov»-r [heir neve ml spheres of inAticnce, hut, in Mnrcb 
)Pli' Nngrtsb has apjKiintod President o( the S'-imfo 
wtih the title £if " Bitfndd." In Julv IfHft 


appi.uoteil Ikiverui.ir-E knivrul ol Aruesi, and iu May 
IMC made- Vit-^-Mini?tcr in the L-.gul Executive 
Bureau the Prime Minku-r'a office, 

44, Cokmel Negga Haile Selassie 

Burn iu 1012 of Jminblu pareniagn. Eduoaled ut 
the E isi'ori Muknimeu schocl and at Hbluttii miliLury 
Uliining college. Waa a j'l-iugeu in the Sudan 
throughout Ibe Italian occupation In October 1£ J 4I 
he w.vs ftpj.w>Liit( ?1 SiATi-lary-Oenmil of ilie Ministry 
of War. and two yours Infer wus promoted iu Li 
Hireclur ul i?u»CLiriTy with the rimk of eolouul 
Resigned this m ]!44. In March 11140 waa 

appointed Eihiopiun Liaiaon Officer to ike Jirirish 
Military Admiuktration in iiriirc.t t?> IemL; jifior 
Ethiopian interests the«L 

Kpuultv I'Wnoh and Arsibte, mid k reported iu bo 
intetHgent and a g£.icd pntriot. 

He has failed, to win Hjc l oafidcnct? of the Brirkii 
Military Administration and hes uudmibtodly 
abused his fniasi-dipkjnmlu: posttion Iu Ids efforts to 
further ilu> EHiiopiati claim to Erltr --1 

45, Abuiut QprilloK 

Born a by ui 1S77, Fonuerlv a CopUe Dionk by the 
lEium,' of Siflaruus Antoni. His consecration ut. Cairo, 
in June 1020, as Abunn t.f Ethiopia with the on me 
of ijuriHos, filled ilia vnunney left eighteen months 
before by the death 0 ) tiio Abuua Multheot. ami 
uuvritod the sueeossfiil c«m-luHitmi of the nigoljutions 
candUcLwl ul Cniru during tbi;.«i[iring ?d I 020 be” ween 
the Coptic Churob and Hi*? Ethiopian Goveruiiionl, 
Cepre^nted by Ato Bnldc Sadalou the D:r. !nr of 

Education. SimultaiieoHslv ivitli the iww Abunn 
were consecrated, for the finii time in the hUtory of 
the Ethiopian Churclj. four Ethiopian bishop#; their 
ccosecmtion was a sulccs^ fnr the King llugantk 
policy of increased ecu'li'd.ihlieLiF independence, at 
which His Majesty did not conceal hiss ?naisffltmoii. 

'I'he Abunn Qcrilioa, who appeared ul Addk Aliaba 
on u .lime, 1020, is n, non: of (xmcvulotit apj;. L ur- 
ktiiU' and «.f reputedly high moral character, 
Aiicorrhiig to the llu-n Egyptian Consul, be set him- 
^eEf iwo- principal tnalm: the i^tabliEhmont, of the 
religioiiH marriage ei-remony as the only valid form 
of marriage in Ethiopia, and the coTiibntinp of the 
drink evil, which Iihh degraded Hu- clergy no less 
than the uieis^os iif the people 

Pooh refuge in Hit Majesty's Legal km during th« 
riots- on 2rid-. r ith >fuy, and tinhinUlt'd to Hie lihLisitis 
iuunediaiely aft.?r their entry into Addis Ababa. 

In i1W7. shortly ..ftr.r the til tack on, Gn^ienf ftit 
which time the A buna a | sti wns wounded by the 
bumbK lbrown at Uu- nmndial), he was sent to Boihc 
to tEiltv pnrt in the dWuKsions us to the future of tlm 
Ethiopian Cburnb but. not proving nmeimhli? to the 
Itnliuii wishes, w‘nfi returned to Egypt. T« June 
ho eame to Ethiopin ilk :l no'iJiher of tha 
Egyptiim dofegiition to discnsu Church nffaini, sttd 
rem»incd iu Addin Ababa when the delegation 
rd limed to Egypi. living in the ALimn’s hnune and 
taking u [iTOrnioent part in public religious oere- 
motiii-hi. His health h poor and from duly 1044 be 
wjib abfjent iu Egypt (where the elimnti is mure 
ecmgttutnl liimi uiitil May ItolA, when he returned 
lo KHiiupia at the Emperor's n qucaL Hi? again 
h'fc f-.r In HHth nnd it is not arperted that 

he will nniim to this country. 

46, A to Smqne Bcrhan Crsbre Eg/iahhcr 

Hutu in 10J2 and edfteufcfl nt the ,r .MlUmce 
Fnm^rii»e Seliool in Addis Ababa. The iin.uk 
Archbifibup of Axtnn then sent him ta tireccc to 
pa\ f.>r bin (‘dutfitiun rh.-n-^ Jb- jy u ftit..>n£ linguist 
ami fi|a*akfl excellent Greek, French, lull an nnd 
Enplidi He returned from lireiw in September 
ItoH sad pjined up with the Emperor in Khartum. 
After holding one or two minor positinrn ha wus, in 
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July 1045, made LhrectoMictiyral of Press urid 
Propaganda nnd in May 1047 waa appointed coiiBul- 
geti.-ml it Jenisalem. In January (04(1 lie was 
transferred to Beirut, pruj in February wsh also 
apprdntud cogent-general at IbiniHucua 

Impulsive and uuhitJanced and proftc it> embroil 
himself in Iuu lI politico, 

47. H.H„ Ra.v Seyum Alanga^ha. K.Bd . 

I* the milmrsi] gmnd»r?Tl of tbu Empctor John IV 
and --an of His- MangUJ-hu uf TigJui Owing tu his 
helving Irikori ilidai With l-ij Vasu in 1016 he was fur 
some time kepi ru Addis Ababa us a prisoner uri 
parole, Jft tminripfl Liji Vusu's hitter and is father- 
in-law of Lha [an- Dejaxmnch Omhrs Silbisie- Early 
in HrJfl be was, cum pelted by Hie Ooverimtont to 
marry the wife of Has Kubbjida Afujigiinlui. after that 
lady bud been forcibly taken away from her hus¬ 
band. who had. fallen oul of favour. l£u« Soyiini 
accompanied Itas Tnfari to England in 1024. when 
h& was made a K.It.F-., and sit the hegiardng of 192H 
ho waa iiHuwcd to return to the north, where be was 
given back most of bin touniry (Tigrei) plus si part of 
that uf 1 be hue Dt-juftiidch iiubriL Billasi?', who luui 
in t]iv mi'an rime been disgraced, He wue kept in 
Addia Ababa from the ■ca.rmmtiun of the Emperor in 
HW0 lijlIi] the auUiatn of IHU2, when in 1 was allowed 
to return to bis province. 

Cnmnuuftbvl under Jins Kassu in the Trmbicn and 
«’A* defeated witij him in tin- sei'ond bsiiile of 
T’ctubien 27th-2Sth February, 1W36, lie 1 reared and 
jolsietl the Euqjuror at giis>niiii. Tsiok part in ballh- 
of Mai Ciisil Mul March Aft.-e tile halite hn 
remained in bih, landu nnir Sjipun', in 24ulon. 
Surrendered to the Italian-, there in July JtKbl, 
having come tu the »-ud of hie resources, 

He was token to Italy and paraded round the 
country tor propugando ptir pomes In ItW lie 
returned To Elhiupin and Van used as n jiuppA 
Governor and then when ivnr broke unit between 
Britain and Italy be wn* promiied the title of 
J " Erinco of Sima and Kiuc? of Tigriii " suni -ent up 
to Adwn to make patriotic ayiecchcs lor the ItalinuBu 
In 1041 he submitted to the British General Officer 
l mnmandmg L 11 Eritrea and made bin peace with 
the Emperor, fins Reynm, with bin “ Eulriats," 
oo-openiri'-H with 1 toncmJ EM nil's forcefl in tfu? 
capture nf A 1 obit Alngi in May 1441, mid in Novom- 
biT^of that year was appointed Governor-General 
of Ttgmi under !hc new Administration. Hi& 
daughter, Wniznni Wabit.-i toruwl. married tin.: i town 
Priui-e Anfit Wassail, nud nnotlivr dnughfer, Woixero 
Kabhrarlach, is the widow of 1 iejaziiineh Abarrn. oin 1 
of (In- sod# oE Has Knssn, sb f u by tin- I tali tins. f>[ 3 
aceuiiut of his lineage Ru* Seymo's rdnMixna will, 
the Emperor are ut times apt to be strained, imd 
tnjcninn especiftlly at ruined during the revolt in 
Tigrai in 104-4. After the middle of 1042 lie was kept 
in Addis Ababa, enjoying the hotiotir due to Ins nmk. 
Id ?Tuuc 104? be wus o-rippoiulcd liuvi'mnr-t fennraf 
of Tigrai mul bp returned to his province jin jnmmrv 
litis At the end of lf48 |us only mirvircag goii, 
Mangaalili Seyurn was bclrothwl in Prinwws Aids, 
duugbrer of the late Has Destai and of Princess 
Teimguc WoHi, jmd thus a gratid-daiighci'r of the 
Empinw. 

In -lunc 104 1 Hr*, w-fth rcappoitited Governor- 
General of Tigrai. 

48, Atn Taiant Worq Kidaoc W old, M.Y.O. 

m Bflru 1004 Ltfcd educated at the Su i-dlth Mis-fun 
ui Addi^ Ababa, be was for some 
y*an i u torpre t er to the Brit is It to 1 cat ion, On the 
departure, of (he British Minialer. Sir Sidnev 
Barton, eil ihe time of the Itahmi oeenpation, 

Tnfara Wotq wnit arrnated and condenJawd to denlli, 
At the Iasi moment, however, lie wua reprieved nnd 
sent tci Holy. Later, after a personal appeal by 
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Mr. Anthony Eden to Mussolini, be was rcieLined and 
sunt to England. In October 1040 bo travelled to 
Kliiirtism to join the- Emperor, nceompanied Ifiru in 
his journey through liojjAm, and upon His Majesty's 
arrival in Addis Ababa wins ajipointial private ccere- 
tary. Went tw icf tu Lmdon in 1(V|0 with Ar,. 
AkJeIihj ns the EmpC'ina-r e emimniry in connexion with 
Ethiopian claim* ut lb- furthcoming lV-urf Cuofer- 
eu OC- 

FTi* love of money nnd ovusi\>- nianner, combined 
w’ilh 1 hi evaggemlcrl idea of his own importance do 
not make Ins an uiCrAcrive charnelcr r but he eh com¬ 
petent, hard-working and not wit limit a acuse of 
huindlir, 

Hls journcya to London and Puri* us the 
Emperor a ciuiBtmry ac«ni lo have gone to his head, 
and be now ba-s, an altogether esaggeiated idea of 
bis own iinporfeaiee. He has thrown in Ins lot with 
thu Minister of the Ben. and is heciaEiiug more 
difficult to work with. Holding a key position, and 
having til! Hie iinscrupiituiiMi'ie&H of ihe sneechslui 
climber, Iih ia jicrhnps more to blame than anyone 
else fur the fact HuU' the Emperors power fnr guod 
is declining. Almost the only really competent 
interpreter in English and Amhoric. hut col to be 
trusted in- that or bny other capacity Reptilian in 
appearance, 

49. Rian run Tafessa Hubte Mikael 

Bom in 1000. edtrcaled locallv, Wus (Jovcrnor of 
Jigjiyri^ Ki^V-20 nnd Mini.-ter of J' lbbc- Works 
I3S0-S5, and after [be I tab no imu^lun bi*came 
a refugee in P^b-htlne nnd later Fmocw. Relinked 
*° Lrinupii In h-bruary 1045 and wa- ,up. - I, ! r ,[ 
Miusstfr of ConrjmiumcaGtKLs and Public Works In 
July 104fi lie waa appuiutud ,\J]iiij;(,-f of Justice, 
where he constantly obstructed t!w efforts of the 
British President of the High Court. 

!c 134® was chief member of the Government 
di-b'galbii Sent to Cairo 10 diseusit the future 
relatiomahip of Hie EUiioplan Churob with the Coptic 
Patriarchate, and ftj>]K’nrs to have been charged with 
other political dLcmeucm* with the Egyptian (Joveni- 
mf'nt also. In August £047 he won appai tiled 
Ethiopian Minister in Cairo, and proceed to ixi& 
post in February 104d. In May 104-0. he was-abn 
accredited a* Miniater 10 H-nudf Arabia. 

5®, A to Tukk Roro 

I him in 10OR. Educated at the Swedish Mesiop 
School; and the Abwlik School in Addis Ababa, and 
ol Victoria t'uli.'L'e, Ak-xiredrin, Speaks English mid 
Arabic, l(e wiw iirat t-mployod in the Hunk of 
L.tibopin, in AddM Ababa, and nib^gumtlv in 
Goiidar. Ituring the occupation he workcai in a liank 
in the Sudan On the libeniiimi be W’-aji made 
secret ary-ganera I to the Governor of Addie Ababa. 
Eii June 1042 lie bec.nmn AssktADl Custodian nf 
Enemy Property. Tn August HH2 lie went with 
BlftttiL Ay vela (Jubr*' to London, with the rank of 
first secretary He was transferred to Mowow, 
tiki-wtHe in- firpt 's.sim-I ary. in November ItMJt and 
retiinjnd to Etbiupin in Angnat of the following yejir. 
In November 1044 he was made Direct or ait-nernl nf 
Civil Aviation, rind lias remaiin'd in Ibis |hn*[ since. 
Quiet nnd intelligent, and speaking good English, lie 
hn* managed ro keep on euod with (he 

American* from T.AV V v. Ini run the Ethiopian 
Airline* and also with hi* Canadian adi iser, j>o*- 
suifinhly by the um- of discretion. Is trail ally reeBon- 
oble and helpful. 

51. Geja/mach Tayye 4. j ululate 

Born about IfW. Of Royal bsrtli; great gramj- 
xi>u itf King Snhle Killn^;if of Shaft in thu male line. 
He has, like Ram Ka*a&, a belter lisle to ibe throna 
f bun thn Ein jivrer, 












Remained quietly in Ids Provinces of Gurnfarda 
nnci (imiirr.ii ijLiriug the war, though hi 1 waa in receipt 
of Juilijin uvurtures hut!] during it and irttotWi 
^hunti dried strmc correspondence with tlve I Vo vi - 
uionni GuVc-rumeut of Wratum Ethiopia during tllO 
tusmmr of lttflri, !u Iseptemljer ho moved east, with 
n mn.ilJ force jmd tun^iiiiend in Knffn a few day* 
before Hus linru hi l the course of the Italian opem- 
lioau, rigiullst til" latter iirill his s»>awiute ; - UtoUghl 
lip to Addin Abubn in -Ijtmmr y 1037, ■■■, ilh IE us Jmha, 
he was sent with him to confinement in Italy. In 
3. ! J iiJ til;- want allowed to return to Ethiopia. 

He is n friendly miui of distinguished appeamuco 
who due* not inspire to any political ambitions and 
who eumiiiu+'s to Live quietly in AddL& Abiihi. Hu 
bins one sh>d-, who is unlikely to show greater 
ambition. 

53, Ato Tesfs i TiiKegn 

Bom in 1902, Educated m the French Culholie 
Mintni.'ii, (Ju leaving; he was engaged by the French 
legation n* Iran sin tor. Entered the sendee of ttur 
£t Uiopi&u Gore raiment mid wm made secretary to 
the Courir"Uer of the FraJueo-EthiojiiiLii Bdiviiiy. In 
11134 lu- accompanied Has. Tallin on his visit to 
Euroix: us official jntf'rprett'r. On his fctuni hr was, 
iltudid to the Ministry fur Foreign Affairs as 
departmental snsrctliry Mini was in charge of llul 
French Section. In May 11*81 he was appointed 
Ethic] inn Charge cl'Affuires in Paris, from where 
he was recalled and promoted to the rank nf Director 
■I l in - Ministry fur Foreign Affairs. in August 1934 

ltd named in Addis Abftbn and submitted formally 
to the Italians in June 11*36, but was unrated after 
tin ftti (opt on the life of c inirinui and si'at to Italy. 
Citon his re torn to Ethiopia in IS>!0 he was employed 
by !h tk IL: 1 1 i;isir- in the Wclfuir Stsition of llu* Addis 
Aha bn t'ouimhuarialo, After the entry of the 
Emperor in .May 1W4I he was posted! to the Propa¬ 
ganda Department mid remained there uuitll April 
19'S‘J He was then sent by the Ethiopian Cjovem- 
TM'tit oo a mission to Egypt, und In April 1943 was 
made Etlilopinh CiinrgA d'Affaires in ('niro. In 
November 1045 irnt appointed Ethiopian Minister 
in Paris where In- in reported to have developed 
fitfuug :mli-British feelings, £‘onrteons to d^al with, 
but larking in pemonality and fearful nf resjioiipi- 
hi lift, 

53. A buna I hrophiluti 

Er irn in 1907 nod giviiO A good C bund i eduGutioD 

ill Gnjjam, Ite was for ninny yean, u teacher of 
viitiiut* eccLesiasticid subjects, and in ItMd was given 
;|t. title of Liqa Silt,mat illfvc -diT-iinaEX which huh 
invented for him by the Emperor, whose favour be 
Hiwtiys enjoyed, and appointed head of the Trinity 
Church in Addis Ababa. In lOdtHie viftihd England 
as Ethiopian delegate to the World Sunday Snbool 
Conference ut Keswick He ivtis Miosecrated bishop 
by tin- P btri.irdi nf Alexandria hi Juh IP 18 and given 
the See of Tturnr hi August 11451 In attended t|n> 
Constituent Assembly of ihe World t^mndE of 
Churches Arnalerdam w=( Et-hiopiim delegate He 
[a of broader outlook thin most Ethiopian eedegi- 
fiRtiv* und n little English* 

54, I'vihnfi Tif/ar tS aldn Giorgis Walds \ ohanni^ 

II- ni itlxmt ltKX2 Of humhUf origin. He 
eilucnied .ni tin Mi ndik School. Addin Almlm. and 
slatted his carwT as olark mul intetpn.let tn chiefs 
on I'hmijii'sn ten™ In i}ds rapacity he aoncvni- 
p:.mied Hus Girtdl'hsW on a inri&sinn te tieneVa On 
his fetiirn from I k-nevtt he hretmm Becnajiry-tJeCemi 
in tlu Ministry fer Foreign Affaire and held tlii* 
post until lPM, when Su- was triatitferred to the 
Ministry of the Pen ss Directer Oeneml An intelli¬ 
gent end, when lie liken, agreeable personality, but 
a bipetrd Nationalist, hoi-headed, lunucrtipulmj* and 
seaophobe. Entirely loyal to ihe Emperor, he ia. 


however, willing io advance his pferftttna] fortune by 
NiH-anh which commit always stand the lit;lit ,,f 
day. In virtue of his position, In is n power in the 
councils of the Emperor, over whom he is thought 
by Koine well-informed KthiupiuiiB to esereisc if'.jf 
some unknown reason) a perKOniil influence ^reuier 
thun Mint of Abba Hanna. He refnained J*t the 
Emperor s side tliroughom Hjl* v. .ir and left Ikliiopia 
with him tn duly ]f4fl lie ruaeJlrd Ivhartiiui with 
the Emperor and tonmiued with him Ibruitghoul lii.- 
journey to Addis Abnbu. (>n arrivtil nt the rapitai 
in May lEi-tS he was. appointed Minister of the Pen, 
with the tiile of "TssUfi TiistsK." 

Ill August Ib4h In' Was also given lh> Ministry of 
the Irstermr He Ja the real [Kiwer in Ethiopian 
jMtjlitiee and dcae not besitale to use mthluss methods 
to stamp out any potential opposition, influence 
in recent limen apjienrH lo hnve Loeu directed more 
to internal tnatlefS than to foreign, iilliijr**.. 

In duty U4it He reiiliquidud the pi.rtfolii. of 
Minister of the interior ill I i:l aaauined Hint ,f 
Minister of Just it-’. 

55. Coluncl VVasan Hailn Kabbnda. ^Ji^huiu 

Born in 11*10. Educated m the I'sffnri Makomti'U, 
School in AddiV Ahaba and ui tin- Hnlultn. Military 
Academy llic hcreditcirv ruJur of the rlintricf of 
Wng as head of an old-entabliahcd fiiiiuiy. Will hi*. 
father, tlie previous WugKlmm. he fought uc^niH tin* 
Italians Until raptured, and hi* father wae lnrheaii | 
before bis uyos. He was.sent to Ihe perm! imtileu . nt 
•of Nocra; on his release he joined the patriots mu! 
Wits recognised by them as tln-ir chief not only in 
W*g but also in iiimen. 

In 1 s* 11 the Emperor eon firmed hi- jtonili'iU iu* 
iloveniorof Wag. He remained, Uawevor, Surv ••! in 
the eupknl, and in 11145 whk a pi min ted Vice-Minis ter 
of |Wk. Ti a h>gmp]is and TeJ.-pJioin**, Haro jir 
showed himself caiisdentkritg but ldckilig in 
iidmini^tralive training anil nbihty. lie relinquished 
the post in June 1147 and was reappointed linveruot 
of Wug, although it was nearly u year hit or that lie 
eventually returned to hia province. He bed joined 
the party of the Minister of the Pm, and his return 
to Wag wns generally uonsidereti us being for the 
purpose of keeping nil eye mh the nctivitira >4 Ibii 
Scyyum. who relumed to the Tigr.ii at the bqhu? 
time. 

In 11)47 lie married a daughter of iMiaumm 
Tafeesa Ifribtc Mi kind, md an hei r wn horn in W48 

56. Lij Yilui.t Llefe-vu 

Horn nlxint HfUfj-.f a ueil^atabliehcd tialici family 
from IliciibK and eon of Blntla Octosma, termer 
Director of the Ministry of Agriculture and owner 
of a gold situl plntimiiu conces-simi anti of large 
estates in Wnfllngu Province. He w a educated nt 
the MimeEik Sunoul. Addis Abalui, nud later ut 
Vietoriii Folk'go. AleNttudrin. Unii the Tendon School 
of CeoDQfiiiics. t’piin his reltiru froni Eagliuid in, 
IftSd he worked in the Eng] [eh Departtnunt of Hid 
M inistry for Foreign Affair*, In the finiteEliijopinn 
A\ j« r he joined ihe fi/reeH ul IkiH fruni and was 
captured with him in tht* utilumti of and seat 
with him to ttjily, in HMd he relumed to Ethiopia 
imrF worked with the Other political prin.-nere in the 
FoliUeaE Offlce, 

In August (Ml lie wnw upfhjiril i'll I ho-ckT-t icitefii] 
of ihe Midinln *A Kinance und m November I'tHU 
miiwl i.a Vice-Minii.ter. As acting h-uul of the 
Miniatry, he has shown himself tn bu n good orgstniaer 
ami strict diwrijdinarin,n, bul with lLit" departilrc of 
his British adviser early iit H)44 his inndequnte 
(•clinical knowledge of fbunce han, bcwimF steadily 
morn apparent. 

Went to the Fluted fcitntes in ItHb, ostensibly is** 
Ethiopian representative at Hu- Internatiomd Fund 
Fonfcrence. but fllflo noudueled many negotijiijorm 
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with ofliciu and unothcial organ nations with a view 
ICJ freotlriug assistHTU 'v fur Elliiopia. including the 
admission nf Ethiopia eh the lease-lend programme. 

Friend I y falul not often frank, ha has enriched 
himself out of public funds fur less than Tnost of 
hid coliragui- He is physically fragile, u victim of 
tuberculosis und mcl inferiority complex, which makes 
him nathur touchy in his personftl ralalions. Lij 
Yiiina is Hit neknowledgcd lender of the young pro 
grusai ve Ktluopiaos itod 5u= anxious to Lihif foreign 
help to imjreve the welfare of his fount*}, but li& 
him small approciistion, of the prueticial diflGeultiea 
involved in carrying out ideal eh Lie stihemi#.^ For 
same sis months during 1(48 he was Acting Vice- 
MiaUler f'.r Foreign Affairs, where he acquitted 
bimSeJf adequately, 

In July EfHtl he was relieved nf his portfolio of 
Vice-Minister "f Finance and ffns given ixiHternl thaT, 
of t'orniinw mid Industry. 

57- Major Yuhanncs Abilu 

Jtoni ill 1000, ihe rEOp-HOli of Majid Ahud, a F;* rihfl 
owning oousiderable land in the West. Educated 
ui Swedish und American Mission schools. Fnmi 
11)31 to the end of ESHPJ he wa« interpreter to M;ij< *r 
Wballey «t ihe Brirish ConSuLate at Mjjji (where 
rumour attribute* to him activities in slave trading) 
He fought against the ItaUnnB with Ras linru. jitul 
spent the (sceiijuiiion in Cairo! He joined tlie 
Ethiopian force* in Kir art mu and 1 -< h >k part in the 
Gojjsm campaign with the- Empemr Tn May 1941 
he was, sent to SidaiQo w r ith Rrs Abebit Aragai and 
remained in that previncu when Tins Adefrisnu win* 
Tunde tiOvernor-tTcneral. In Atigusl ti4'2 l>- w-hf 
npfinntcd I)irk‘i:t>>r-1ienetwl uf Jiunnn uub'p.ruvince 
and took nu active pjut in the return of ihe Ethio¬ 
pians te the floutbem part of I he £Jgadcft in August, 
and ul so in ncqa tint ion* with the Kenya authorities 
over frontier dilutes 

Highly inleUigent and efficient by local standard*, 
Not in "the least to be trusted and mo'i?cdingly 
ambitious* hut with n stifliciently educated mind for 
it to hr possible to rtflion with him. 

5S. Afn Ne^ixs Zandc AycLla 

Born in 1902, in lb«- district i.f Vndmrn Sk int 
Is a relative of ihe Emperor and brother-in-law of 
JU* linru. I la* received u purely Ethiopian educa¬ 
tion mid speaks m foreign Languages. At the time 
of the Italian invasion ho held the rank of Fibiururi 
and the jvtmi nf Onvcmor of M»ji. Fought against 
the Itnlinns, luii was form’d to retrum into Kenya, 
where Its remained until the Emperor's return tn 
Ethkapia, when lie aoeompanied him on hia advance 
from Khartum. Promoted to Ucjaamnch in Decern- 
her I1M1, and appointed Governor nf Maji-Uimirt* 
and IviilJn, Iei Ju! . IP-jrS lie hucHine Afa NngU*. 
His exile in Kenya appears to have broadened hie 
outlook, which war* formerly, owing to his limited 
edncntiuTii, narrow and n .nhon ativ*'. An ea By-going, 
good-natured j - i r^ui of no great inlclliguncc i<r 
courage ns Chief Justice, During 'he [jlhe immthw 
of IWfl i n-luu.lt h firevctiti?d lu-. carry mg out his 
duties 

5b, lllii irn /au tie Rchitnch 

31om *l>nut IflttJ. etlncat-'cl nt the Meue)ik School 
and Inter in I r nice, where ho studied ottginf - ring 
Speaks Freneli well. Whs. n Deputy Commissioner 


On she EthiopiJinfliritisJr Sorunliland Boundary 
Commission J1132-3-1. Director of Public Work* 
before* the- Italian occrfltmttoii, after which he went 
into exile iu France. He turned to Kiiiiopii jn Sop- 
tejulier 1942, “nil waa appointed Dire dor* General of 
the Addis Ababa Municipality. In June 1U43 hccmine 
Vice-Minister of Public Works and Communicalkma, 
and jn July HMfi appointed Va.:y-Mmister nf 
Agriculture, but did not take up Jua duties, 
appearing to l>o under a cJoud of aome kind. In 
July 19-Jtj he returned to the Ministry of Public 
Works and t.'otnu nun cat ions. Hu acted os Vice- 
Minister for Foreign AiTflira in U47, He i& a nnall, 
tjnergetic man of good education and independent 
in it urc, uninterested m politics.) intrigue, bul utlli 
a bmi reputation for extracting considt-reblti pcnsounl 
j^rotii Ituiu his jcdi In July 11)431 he took tlio 
additional portfolio of Minister of Public Health. 

69, John Hal haway Spcacer (American J 

Adviserm the Ministry fur Foreign AlTuirv. 

Bora about I9W. Unmarried, A native nf Iowa, 
appears to have private moans. 

Studied inbumational law in Pans mid Berlin 

Assistant 1i> the I'linpererV financial nmi ceneml 
i.uiviifur Mr E. A, CulaonJ:i liLGA-Sfi. Siibsccjiieiilly 
wiu, with iht- Ethiopian delegation at Geneva muj 
Inter worked in the Hint-- Department Volunte reJ 
after Pearl Harlamr nnd obtained a staff appoint- 
inctsl in the United Statea navy. Tile Ethiopian 
iiovuruincnt naked the Stine Department in Wnsb- 
ingtijii fur hmt si 114455. und he wa* withdrawn from 
the North African tore.;- .M»d Hew to Ethiopia, 
arriving 1 on 2nd 0ctober T IH4-1 After His Majesty's 
4 iovrntmiicit'p roncumujce had been ublained, lit? 
w'kh appointed utlviser to the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs on ffih November. 

Hurd ^working und quiet, he has something of tho 
bigoted missionary und much of ihe Middh- VVcslcrn 
nu in 11-town lawyer in his iunie-up iW-.tibly 
brought up in an unn-British tradition and incapable 
of indE^ptTsdfjnl i bought, he ineviiuhly tends to regard 
lus mi vision in life us the protection of imict'iil 
Ethiopia from tb< % British Imperialist menace Ur 
ii- undoubtedly devoted to his Ethiopian employers, 
find is hull erst i LLieyrd i ng to Ins lights, but Hot suffi¬ 
ciently intelligent to see tilings us they arc, I!* 1 is 
dialiked by jus compatriots, not bee a. use of his 
pdirical projudieua, Ian btianuje lie i* dry, fielri- 
foggirig Iiml sot'ially qwkw'lird. HiiUht a jnilli^lic 
ch&roetr-r, bul also rather i, large Hy in the Anglo- 
Ethiupiun ointment, 

6f. M«jnr-(jencr,il A, Dothce 

Aged shout Jj,Y and retired from the Belginn army. 
First came to Ethiopia ns Kocond-m-cfinmuind of the 
Belgian .Military Mission in B332 and haa n.oi 
nr appeared as peraoii.iJ luilimry adviser to the 
Kmpror. He lacks person a lity ruid is of th« ttuogo 
type. Ii i* suspected that whut he really efliufl for 
wit» to push BelgLiui commercial interests, more 
parturuEarly the sale of anus: 'u'cti- io 3'* absolutely 

not lung- 

Obituary 

l'b jiunuicii AIi.l: u IJuej !,u\ 
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J 5747/1015/l No. 12 

ETHIOPIAN MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS 
Reorganisation of the Government 

Jfr, Lasceliea to Mr. Bettin. (Received loth July) 


(No. 77. Confidential) Addin Ababa t 
Sir, 8*A July, 1949, 

1 have tlie honour to refer to my telegram 
No. 227 of 5tii July, in which I reported 
that a number of new ministerial and other 
appointments were made on 2nd July A 
complete list of the appointments is trans¬ 
mitted herewith, 

2, As will tie observed, one of the main 
features of the appointments is to raise the 
status of certain Vice-Ministers to full 
ministerial rank, coupled with the promo¬ 
tion of a number of Directors-General to 
the canit of Vice-Miniater. Hitherto only 
the Ministers of the Pen, War; the Interior, 
Commerce and Industry, at id Agriculture 
have enjoyed full ministerial status, indr 
eating, in she rase of the other Ministries, 
a considerable degree of dependence on she 
Emperor himself The fact that Ato 
Aklilou has now become substantive 
Minister for Foreign Affairs shows that he 
has. bo to speak, “come of age in She 
Emperor s estimation and that his ability, 
as demonstrated at rite recent session of the 
United Nations at Lake Success, has not 
gone without reward, even though he 
was unsuccessful in obtaining a decision 
favourable to Ethiopia as regards the 
future of Eritrea, A further consideration 
which may well have influenced His 
Imperial Majesty in raiding Ato Aklilou s 
status is that foreign affairs have for the 
last three or four years been looming in¬ 
creasingly large in the eyes of the 
Ethiopian Government, and il lias probably 
been felt that the lime has come to give 
Ato Aklilou a rank commensurate with the 
importance of his post. 

3, The other Vice-Ministers raised to 
full ministerial status are those of Finance, 
Justice, Public Health and Posts and 
Telegraphs In all these eases, however, 
the raising of status has lieen accompanied 
by a change of incumbent, The former 
Vice-Minister of Finance, LIj Yilma 
Herein. has been appointed Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, a post previously 
occupied by Ato Makonnen Hants Wold 
(a hrother of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs), who now becomes Minister of 
Finance in his place. The reasons for this 

39507 


change are not entirely clear. It is said, 
however, that the Emperor and his closest 
advisers have been for some time dissatis¬ 
fied with Lij Yilma Deressa on account of 
his excessive leniency in exacting taxation 
amt in enforcing currency control. This 
may well la* (rue. Ate Makonnen, for his 
part, is credited with being in favour of a 
more severe polity and with tieing deter¬ 
mined to restore the financial stability of 
the country by the application of more 
stringent controls and by the adoption of 
energetic measures against tax evasion. 
How far he will be successful is impossible 
to say. He is, however, known to !*■ hostile 
towards foreign advisers and. although 
more hardworking than most members of 
the Ethiopian Government, the energy 
which lit* will undoubtedly pul forth 
towards the rehabilitation of Ethiopian 
finances is likely to prove misdirected. His 
ignorance and pigheadedness will probably 
bring him into conflict with the newly 
appointed American Governor of the Si ate 
Bank, and the chances of the reappoint¬ 
ment of Mr, Stafford as financial adviser 
to the Ethiopian Government (see my letter 
of 20th October, 1948> to Mr. Glutton) are 
considerably reduced. Ato Makonnen s 
dislike of foreign advisers wall probably 
militate in no small degree against any very 
marked improvement in the financial situa¬ 
tion in Ethiopia, 

4. It will be observed from the enclosure 
to th is despatch that Ato Makonnen has 
relinquished the post of Minister of Agri¬ 
culture, which he has held concurrently 
with that of Minister of Commerce and 
Industry. While some satisfaction can be 
derived from the appoint meat of Lij Yilma 
Deressa to the latter post, in that be is 
likely to prove more co-operative than his 
predecessor as far as British trailing 
interests are concerned, it is less satisfac¬ 
tory that the Ministry of Agriculture has 
now* been allotted to Blatta Ephraim 
Tewolde Med hen, who was until last year 
Ethiopian Minister in London, Ato 
Makonnen, in this? particular capacity, 
earned the dislike of such international 
bodies as the F,A.O, by his determined 
refusal to accept such advice ns they offered 
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to him. BlattJi Ephraim may be a slight 
improvement on his predecessor in this 
respect, hut his complete lark of experience 
in the field of agriculture, coupled with his 
general obtuseness and lack of initiative, is 
not likely to redound to the hen HU of 
Ethiopian agriculture. 

3. One of the most noteworthy changes h 
that which has occurred in the Ministry 
of the Interior. This post, which has 
hitherto been held by the Minister of the 
Pen, has now been given to Ras Ababa 
Aragaj. formerly Minister of War. The 
immediate cause of this change is attribu¬ 
ted to the desire of the Minister of the Pent, 
the one hand, to relinquish a post which 
he I ms found increasingly embarrassing 
and, on the other, to bring about the even¬ 
tual discredit of Has Ababa, The latter, 
as a distinguished patriot, is a popular 
figure and may serve for the moment, m his 
new appointment, to allay some of the 
unrest which is latent in certain parts of 
i he country and of which the recent dis¬ 
turb am •es between Debra Sin a and Dearie, 
reported in my telegram So 33 of 17th 
May to Asmara (repeated to the Foreign 
Gffiee as my telegram So. 180) are sympto¬ 
matic, He is also believed to have the 
confidence rtf the more wealthy landowners, 
and bis appointment as Minister of the 
Interior may in part be designed to lull 
them into u sense erf security and to offset 
tlierr probable alarm at the appointment of 
A to Makonnen to the Ministry of Finance 
and their fears of the latter's more ener¬ 
getic' policy with regard to taxaiion. On 
the other hand, lias Ababa has amply 
demonstrated, during his tenure of office as 
Minister of \\ ar, his very inferior admini¬ 
strative abilities. Moreover, even though 
he betrayed the Opposition party to the 
Emperor in I £147 and has since then 
remained loyal to the Minister of the Pen. 
the latter is still believed to regard him 
with suspicion. The rumour is therefore 
current that the ultimate objective of the 
Minister of the Pen is to undermine Ras 
Ababa's present popularity—which is such 
that the Emperor could scarcely jettison 
him now by giving him a laak beyond Ins 
capacity to fulfil, ami to bring about his 
eventual dismissal from the Ethiopian 
t iovertimed! W hether or noi these are the 
intentions of the Minister of the Pen, the 
fad remains that the responsibility for 
the interna! security of Ethiopia has now 
been shouldered by one who, on past form, 
is unlikely to carry the burden adequately. 


At the best he will become a mere figure¬ 
head, the burden in practice falling on 
Colonel Kifle, formerly Director-General 
of Public Security, who now becomes Vice- 
Minister of the Interior, At the worst, he 
will endeavour to lake a hand himself in 
the internal administration of the count ry, 
with results disastrous both to the country 
ami himself. 

6, i'n the other hand, the transfer of 
Ras Ababa to the Ministry of the Interior 
hits left General Ahiyye Ababa in full 
possession of the field at the Ministry' of 
War. This has been warmly welcomed bv 
the head of the British Military Mission, 
who has interpreted it as an indication 
that the Emperor does not wish at the 
present juncture to dispense with the 
mission’s services. General Ahiyye is a 
strong supporter of the mission'and his 
appointment ms Minister of War, even if 
only in an acting capacity, may possibly 
increase the chance* that the reco mm enda- 
tions for the reform of the Ethiopian army 
recently put toward by General Turnbull 
and reported in my despatch No. 06 of 
20th June will be accepted by His Imperial 
Majesty. This is. of course, no more than 
n possibility, since the factors militating 
against its acceptance, particularly the 
financial factor, still operate; but at least 
General Turnbull can counl on more whole- 
hearted support than hitherto in the 
Ministry of War itself. 

7 The assumption by the Minister of the 
Pen of the functions of Minister of Justice 
has not caused much surprise. The 
Ministry of Jusiitc has, in fact, for some 
years been without a ministerial head and 
has been run ostensibly by its Director- 
General, Lieut,-Colonel Tami rat Yigezu 
The latter, who now becomes Vice-Minister 
nf Posts and Telegraphs, is a man of weak 
and rather negative character who has been 
either incapable or unwilling to take any 
slops to improve the present unsatisfactory 
slate of the administration of justice in 
Ethiopia. In practice, the Minister of the 
Pen has for some time taken ihe Ministry 
of Justice under his wing and has 
interested himself to a huge extent in the 
affairs of the courts, notably with regard to 
the establishment of provincial branches of 
the High Court as reported in paragraph 3 
of my despatch No. 30 of loth March, 
Mr, Abbott has in the past met with 
the difficulty that, while Lieut,-Colonel 
rami rat has Iseen unable, for lack of even 
vice-ministerial status, to take any 
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important decision for himself, there ha.s 
been no Minister or Vice-Minister whom 
Mr Abbott could officially approach, and 
his only recourse has been to the Emperor. 
This situation was far from satisfactory, 
and the present appointment does at 
least regularise the position, providing 
Mr Abbott with a Minister he can expect 
to have access to The appointment of 
Blatte Ntersic Hazen as Vice-Minister of 
Justice can be accepted with moderate 
satisfaction. Although of a rather nega¬ 
tive and timid disposition, he is strongly 
pro-British (his son is now being educated 
in Edinburgh} ami the task of persuading 
the Ethiopian Government to employ 
British judges may he somewhat, easier 
than it has been in the past. 

8. Bintta Zautle Belaineh has taken over 
the Ministry of Public Health from Blatta 
Kid&ue Mariam Aberra, whose resignation 
is said to be due solely to his own wish to 
give up a job in which he has little or no 
interest. It is not known whether Blatta 
Zaude has relinquished his former position 
as Ykc-Mimwter of Communications and 
Public Works, to which no new appoint¬ 
ment has so far been made. The 
strengthening of the Ministry of Posts and 


Telegraphs by the promotion of Lij Ami a 
Ababa to full ministerial rank and the 
appointment of Lieut,-Colonel Tamirat a^ 
Vice-Minister is generally ascribed to the 
desire of the Ethiopian Government to 
implement their membership of the Inter¬ 
national Postal Convention and generally 
to improve the postal and telegraphic ser¬ 
vices in the country. 

9. The remaining nan-mi material 
appointments are of no great, importance. 
It will be observed, however, that Dejaz- 
maeh Man gash a Seyum, whose marriage to 
Her Imperial Highness Princess Aida 
Desta formed the subject of my despatch 
So. 13 of 1st February, has been entrusted 
with his first administrative post as 
Governor of Ambo. Arnbu has no doubt 
been chosen on account of Ms proximity to 
Addis Ababa, whence the Emperor will be 
able closely to supervise the young man's 
activities, 

1U. i am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cairo, to 
the head of the British Middle East Office 
and to their Excellencies the Governors of 
Kenya and Aden. 

I have, &c, 

D, W LASCKLLF-S. 


Enclosure 

Ethiopian (worrmnu tti l ppouUments of 2rwf July, ]M9 


Name 

Ato AkJilou liable Wold ... 

Tsahafi Tiizaz Walda Giorgis Walda 
Yofaannib 

Blatta Ephraim Te»oldoMedhen 

Rkitta 7juJf Bduinch ... 

Ras Ababa Aragfti . 

Lij Yilma Dtmsa 
Aw Makonnen liabta Wold 

General Abiyyc Ababa 
Lij Araia Ababa 

Ato Menasjja Lem mo 

Colonel Tamirat Yige/u ... 

Ato Alcala Worq liable Wold ... 

Balambaras Mahtcmc Sdias-sie ... 

Colonel Kifle Ergctu . 

Ato Gctahun fassama 


Former Position 

Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Minister of the Pen and Minister 
of the interior 

Former Ethiopian Minister ill 
London 

V 'ce-M i n h te r of C omm un ica lion $ 
and Public Works 

Minister of War ... 

Vice-Minister of Finance 

Minister of Commerce. End Lisin.' 
and Agriculture 

Vice-Minister of War 

Vice-Minister of Posts, Telegraphs 
urn! Telephones 

Director-General of Ministry of 
Finance 

Director-General of Ministry of 
Justice 

Director-General of Ministry of 
Education 

Director-General of Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Director-General of Public Security 

First Secretary of the Ethiopian 
legation in Washington 


Present Appifinimeni 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Minister of the Pen and Minister 
of Justice 

Minister of Agriculture 

Minister of Public Health 

Minister of the Interior 
M inister of Commence 
Minister of Finance 

Acting Minister of War 

Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and 
Telephones 

Vice-Minister of Finance 

Vice-Minister of Posts. Telegraphs 
and Telephones 

Vice-Minister of Education 
Vice-Minister of AgiculturC 

Vice-Minister of the Interior 

Vice-Minister or Commerce and 
1 ndu?.tn. 
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Same 

BSatm Mersi£ 

Am Makonncni f>esL.i 

Colonel Muiepia Bulk ... 
Dcjazmach Vfdngasha Scyurn 


Former Position 

Director-General c4 Historical and 
Government Chronicles Publi¬ 
cation [department in the 

Ministry of the Pen 

President of the Chamber of 
Deputies 

Commanding Officer of the 

Imperial Guard 


Present Appointment 
Vice-Minister of justice 


CJovemor-Oeneral of Wallep 
Province (with rank of Dcjaz- 

mtch) 

Now promoted Brigadier-General 
Governor of Am bo 
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LAKE TANA PROJECT 

Mr. Atti > '■ so Mr. Loses He a (Arf&i# A Iwhu) 


(No. 130. Confidential) Foreign Office, 
Sir, YMk September, 1049. 

It seems possible that the negotiations for 
the conclusion of an agreement about the 
Lake Tanit project may well liegin in Addis 
Alisha towards the end of this year. Von 
will be tailed upon to take part in these 
negotiations. and it will therefore be use¬ 
ful for you in know in some detail the 
objects of the project and the form in which 
it is proposed to tarry it out, I therefore 
enclose coptos(') of the agreement of 20th 
May, 1930, between Egypt and the Sudan, 
the supplement^) to that agreement of 
24th November. I94fl, and a large-scale map 
of the outlet of Lake Tana. The two agree- 
merits between Egypt and the Sudan were 
summarised in the second enclosure to my 
despatch to Cairo No. 885 of 8th December! 
194S, 

2. Lake Tana is situated at a height of 
fdwut L8IK) metres above sea level, and 
more than 1,300 niches above the Sudan 
plains, Its area is about 3.100 square 
kilom. Throughout the year, the rainfall 
ami the evaporation are more or less equal. 
The natural outflow from Lake Tana pro¬ 
vides ulmm 8 per rent, of the total flow of 
the Blue Nile at Rose ires. The greater 
part of this outflow coincides with the flood 
season on the Blue Nile, and thus in its 
present unregulated condition it is of rela 
lively insignificant value to agriculture in 
the Nile valley, .So far as is known, there 
is no land in the valley of the Bine Nile or 
its tributaries in Ethiopia which is suitable 
fur irrigation projects, and the utilisation 
of Lake Tana as a reservoir will therefore 
not affect Ethiopian agriculture either 
favourably or unfavourably, except in so 


far as regulation of the levels of the lake 
will affect agriculture on its shores. 

3, During the low season, the amount of 
water flowing naturaliy in the Bide Nile 
ami the Wlute Nile falls far short of the 

i.Is for irrigation of both Egypt ami the 

Sudan It has already been supplemented 
by annual storage of water in the high sea¬ 
son for use during the low season of each 
year in the reservoirs of Aswan, Sennar 
and Jebel Aulia. Blit even with the sup¬ 
plies from all these sources, the total 
amounts available are barely enough for 
present needs, and the further expansion of 
systematic; irrigation in both Egypt and the 
Sudan calls for increased supplies in the 
low season of the year. The objects of 3 he 
Lake Tana project are :- 

(*t) To increase the volume of water 
available for Egypt and the Sudan 
in the low season, by a contribution 
which is assured even in the lowest 
year. This can be done by what is 
known its ,+ century " storage; 

(fr) To give such measure of pruTcdion 
to the Sudan and Egypt against ex¬ 
cessively high floods as may be 
possible by Control of the lake; 

(r-) To store a supplementary reserve of 
water which can he drawn upon in 
case of shortages in the supplies 
from other parts of the Nile basin. 

These three functions art set out in the 
order of their importance and priority. 

4 ” Century” or “ over year ” storage 
means that in some way the amount of 
water flawing out of the lake every year 
over a long period will not fall Mow h fixed 
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mini mum. This is done by providi ng suffi¬ 
cient capacity in a reservoir to ensure that 
the excesses of the high years cun be re¬ 
tained until they can be used to make good 
the shortages of the low years. This prin¬ 
ciple was applied thousands of years ago in 
the times of Joseph to save Egypt from 
famine. The object is the game now, Tt 
can be achieved by providing the amount of 
the mean flow, or as near it as circum¬ 
stances permit, every year. Since water 
has to be stored for long periods, large 
reservoirs are necessary, and the method is 
usually economical only in lakes, such as 
Lake 3‘ana, where evaporation is balanced 
by rainfall, and where a raising of the level 
of the lake doe* not greatly increase the 
area of the water surface, Cycles of good 
and bid years cannot be fore told t and irri¬ 
gation experts therefore base their esti- 
males on past records, on the reasonable 
assumption that future variations will be 
similar The records of data for Lake 
Tana only extend over twelve years, and 
this period by itself is too short to enable 
the technician* to estimate satisfactorily 
the amount of the mean discharge and the 
variations in it which are to lx- expected. 
They have, however, examined the effect of 
the rain bearing winds in Ethiopia which 
precipitate rain on, firstly, the main catch¬ 
ment of the Blue Nile, secondly. Lake Tana, 
and. thirdly, the catchment of the Atbara, 
The variations on Lake Tana may In* ex¬ 
pected to be somewhere bet ween the varia¬ 
tions of the Blue Nile and of the Atbara, 
which have been recorded over a longer 
period, In this way the- mean annual dis¬ 
charge of Lake Tana has been estimated 
as about 4,000 million cubic metres. To 
assure a discharge of this amount every 
year would require a very large reservoir, 
and the present proposal is to provide 
storage sufficient to assure an annual dis¬ 
charge of at least 3,500 million cubic 
metres. The storage capacity required for 
this purpose is estimated to be about 7 t Q00 
million cubic metres, 

5. Such fl< mxI protection as Lake Tana 
tan provide will l«? given if sufficient 
capacity is always available in the lake 
before the rainy season to retain all (be 
water which may accumulate even in the 
highest years, at least to the date when the 
flood danger in the Sudan and Egypt has 
passed. On present estimates the capacity 
required for this purpose is about 9,000 
million cubic metres. It is expected that, 
a.s a result* the peak levels of high floods 
would be alight)v lowered* The retention 
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of water in the lake at this season to the 
utmost possible extent is also necessary to 
replenish the “ century " storage reserve*. 

0. A supplementary reserve of water can, 
as mentioned above, be drawn upon in case 
of shortages in the flow of the river else¬ 
where in the Nile basin, further down 
the Blue Nile, on the Sobat, Av. Xo accu¬ 
rate estimate of the amount of water 
required for ibis purpose can yet tie made, 
but ii is believed that it would he desirable 
to store from 5,000 to 10,000 cubic metres, 
or even more, if the necessary capacity 
could be made available, 

7. On tiie figures which have been given 
above, the total capacity desired would be 
from 2LOO0 l" 20,OMi million cubic metres. 
The difference between the natural maxi¬ 
mum and minimum levels of the lake is 
about J 2 metres, from about 81 o metres 
to about 79*2 metres on the gauge near the 
outlet, Tt’ by control works the ran-re of 
levels of the lake could be extended, to 
7 metres, the total capacity would be about 
21.000 million cubic metres. If the maxi¬ 
mum level of the lake could be raised to <1 
metres and the minimum level reduced to 
70 metres, this would sulhre for ‘‘ century " 
storage, for flood protection, and for a sup¬ 
plementary reserve of moderate but sub¬ 
stantial sue. If the maximum level had to 
lie limited to its natural figure of 8J-5 
metres, a minimum level almost down to 
74 metres would be necessary to provide the 
same capacity. The difference in the sur¬ 
face area of the lake when at its maximum 
level and whan at its minimum level 
accounts for the difference between these 
two figures. The raising of the maximum 
level to 83 metres was recommended by the 
J. G. White Engineering Corporation of 
New York in their report to the Emperor 
dated 1035, Such a raising is expected to 
involve the rebuilding on other sites of a 
limited number of churches round the 
shores of the lake, protective walla or other 
works at a good number of other places, 
including parts of !tek and Dega islands 
and the exposure to liability to occasional 
flooding of some agricultural and grazing 
lauds and native huts. It isnot yet known 
how far it is practicable and economical to 
lower the minimum level of the lake Near 
the outlet, the bed slopes gently and may 
comist largely of rock. As you will see 
from the enclosed map, to lower the lake 
level to say 76 metres would necessitate the 
excavation of a long approach channel. 
Since the channel would have to f«? about 
2 metres deep, excavation would have to 
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begin about the 74-metrr contour line. In 
addition, an outlet channel tjf the requisite 
capacity at the minimum level would have 
to be provided, either by deepening the Ded 
of the river for al&oui 10 kiloni., or by 
making a new channel on another align¬ 
ment from the lake to the river. In either 
case the excavation involved would be heavy 
and expensive* The technical experts of 
Egypt and the Sudan wish to find out how 
far it is practicable ami economical to cany 
out such works and lower the minimum 
level of the lake, before the formal negotia¬ 
tions with Ethiopia begin. The informa¬ 
tion can only be provided by the White 
Corporation. I Util it is available it is 
uncertain to what extent the three objects 
of the project can be achieved, 

8. it has on various occasions !>een sug¬ 
gested in connexion with the Lake Tana 
project that the flow from the lake should 
be used for the generation of electric power 
as well as for irrigation. The sk>|>e of the 
Blue Nile in its course through Ethiopia is 
steep, and it is probable that power might 
be developed at various points by Suitable 
works, if these proved practicable. At 
Tisesat Falls, fomp BO kilom. downstream 
from the outlet of the take, the river has a 
clear drop of 34 metres, into a narrow 
gorge. If "century" storage were pro¬ 
vided in the lake, and if the control works 
were operated in the interests of power only 
(in which case the water would in? released 
at a steady rate throughout the year), some 
30,000 kw, might lie developed from this 
fall. Bui, if the works are operated for 
irrigation purposes only, the outlet will he 
closed from June to about November. 
If any water were released 'hiring 
this period for the generation of 
elect He* power, the hcnofU for irrigation 
would correspondingly diminished, If 
it should proposed to develop piwver at 
this site, the two interests will lie to a con¬ 
siderable extent In direct competition. 
The J 11. White Corporation considered 
and advised against the development of 
power at Th&S&i for the temporary purpose 
only of constructing the outlet works. No 
complete survey and investigation has yet 
been made in the Held to ascertain the possi¬ 
bilities of ]lower development on the Upper 
Blue Nile, In such an investigation it 
would be necessary to consider the prospec¬ 
tive utilisation of power, and its. trims 
mission from the power station to the 
points of use, at* welt jis its actual produc¬ 
tion, At present, there is no demand for 


electric power in the area of the Upper 
Blue Nile. 

H, In the 19413 supplement to the agree¬ 
ment nt 193.7 between Egypt and the Sudan 
it is proposed that in return for the conces¬ 
sion to construct and operate control works 
at Lake* Tana, and to make and maintain 
a road from the Sudan, Egypt and tIn- 
Sudan should pay for the completion and 
maintenance of an all-weather road from 
Addis Ababa to the lake. Work on this 
road is already being carried on by Ethio¬ 
pian enterprise, and Egypt and the Sudan 
may therefore offer a cash f jay men t to 
Ethiopia for the completion of this road, 
instead of proposing that the work should 
be carried out by the same agency as will be 
constructing the outlet works*—prestimably 
the J. G. White Corporation. The road 
from the Sudan to the lake was originally 
proposed to run from Bose ires to Bohrdar 
Georgia at the outlet. Most of its length 
could only l>e a dr) -weather track, ami its 
value would tints be limited. Other possi¬ 
bilities are that the access road to the lake 
should run from Gallabat Lo near Chilga on 
the route to liondar, and thence a round the 
west side of the lake n- Babrdar Georgia, 
Alternatively, it might be continued to 
Gondar. and theme round the east side of 
the lake to Bnhrdnr Georgia. Such a road 
might be all weather. From the Sudan 
Railway at Gedaref there is at- present a 
dry weather road to Gallabat. 

IP. Yon will see from the foregoing that 
the draft instructions to delegates prepared 
in 1IM8 will have to be reviewed, in some 
rases in the light of information to be ob¬ 
tained from the J. 6, White Corporation, 
before the negotiations between the Govern¬ 
ments concerned can begin, i hope that 
the consultation with the White Corpora¬ 
tion will soon be initiated, and that it may 
prove possible for the formal negotiations 
with the Ethiopian Government, in which 
one of the principal questions is likely to he 
that of the amount to be paid by Egypt and 
the Sudan for the concession, to begin on 
[he return to Addis Ababa of the Ethiopian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

II . T am sending copies of this despatch 
to 11 is Majesty's representatives at Alex¬ 
andria. Brussels and Washington, to the 
bead of the British Middle East Office, and 
to the Acting (love rnor-Genera I of the 
Sudan. 


I am, A r c, 

C. R. ATTLEE 
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J 6637 1111/I 

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF ETHIOPIA 

.1 fr. Bell to Mr. Beam, (Received V}tfi August) 


(iNa HE Set ret) I ddi# A J>afru, 

Sir, 

In hU ties patch A'o. 77 of 8th July, Mr, 
Eased les reported a number of ministerial 
changes in the Ethiopian Government, 
including the exchange of portfolios 
between Lij Vilma lAnressu. former Vice- 
Minister of Finance, and Ato Makonnen 
Habte Wold, former Minister of Commerce 
and Industry. A to Makonnen, as the new 
Minister of Fj nance, was. describedas taing 
jcler mined to restore the financial stability 
by the application of more stringent con- 
t fuls. and although no measures designed to 
strengthen the Ethiopian Government's 
grip on the finances of the country have 
actually yet been introduced, ii is the cur¬ 
rent belief of the commercial community in 
Addis Ababa that their introduction is 
imminent. The principal measure which 
A to Makonnen is said to be contemplating 
is an effective measure of exchange control. 

'l r Meanwhile certain specific financial 
transactions undertaken cither by the Stale 
Bank of Ethiopia, or more clandestinely hy 
the Ethiopian Government itself during the 
last two or three months, are now beginning 
to come to light; and these transactions are 
an indication in themselves of the present 
financial straits in which Ethiopia finds 
itself, and of the desperate measures to 
which the Elltiopian Government are 
resorting in the hope of restoring the situa¬ 
tion. The recent Cabinet reshuffle, of which 
the appointment of A to Makonnen as 
Minister of Finance is now generally recog¬ 
nised as one of the salient features, took 
place against a background of economic 
decline. This embossys ecunomie report for 
May and June (Addis Ababa telegram 
No 6 Sa % i D&, of 20th July) conducted with 
a progieducation that Ethiopia is ap¬ 
proaching a trad* slump which will 
i inevitably crush all btn those merchants 
who have sufficient resources to ride out the 
storm, An annual adverse trade balance of 
£2 million is a luxury which Ethiopia 
cannot afford indefinitely, but il is difficult, 
to say the least, to see how this gap r an 
be bridged at the present time by tiny 
normal methods, or continue to be bridged 
by the more abnormal methods described in 
paragraph 5 below. Owing to the decline 
in world prices, exports from Ethiopia have 


been falling both in value and volume for 
some time. Ethiopian produce, consisting 
in the main of cereals, hides, colfee and bees¬ 
wax, is, with the possible exception of Iws- 
Wftx, of inferior quality, and high freight 
charges due to bad comm unications with 
the outside world militate against the sale 
of this pm luce at a competitive price. In 
a buyer's market, therefore, stimulation of 
the export trade would not appear to be 
a practical possibility and, as will he shown 
below, the measures contemplated hy Ato 
MAkuimen are likely to hasten rather than 
delay the downward tendency which is 
already in evidence. Measures designed to 
curtail imports are also said to lx- contem¬ 
plated and there, while probably successful 
in their immediate aims, are, as will be 
seen, likely to enure very considerable hard¬ 
ship and it is doubtful whether, if intro¬ 
duced, they will he maintained in the face 
of inevitable opposition] for long enough to 
provide in themselves an adequate remedy. 

& The decline of external trade is, nf 
course, reflected in the internal financial 
Munition. The Ethiopian Government de¬ 
rives its revenue from two main services, 
itu-nriuMax and custom* receipts. The 
yield of income-tax inevitably falls short 
uf expectations because of the toll levied 
by administrative corruption, Customs 
receipts are maintained at .j. for Ethiopia, 
unusually high level hy the competence of 
the British customs adviser to the Ethio¬ 
pian Government, but the fall in exports 
and imports can only produce a fall in the 
revenue available from this source unless 
the rates imposed are materially increased. 
A projwfial for the abolition of income-tax 
and its replacement, by tax of 15 per cent, 
on sill imported goods, in addition to exist¬ 
ing customs duties, is said to he taking 
shaj>c and its merits are discussed in para¬ 
graph II lielovv, it i* doubtful, however, 
whether nny such measure would materially 
increase the revenue accruing to the Ethio¬ 
pian Government. Meanwhile, it is bemm- 
ing increasingly clear that the Ethiopian 
Government itself is seriously short of 
funds, which has resulted in a correspond¬ 
ing increase in demands for cash advances 
against the value of Ethiopian Government 
stock held hv the State Bank of Ethiopia. 
Th is is likely, if it continues, to result in 




jj weakening of the tank"s position, and 
these practices arc largely responsible foi¬ 
lin' resignation last May of its American 
manager. The local business community is 
becoming more and more apprehensive, and 
are showing their lack of confidence in the 
Government's ability to control the situa¬ 
tion by buying heavily in gold. 

4. A further factor in the situation is 
the Ethiopian Government’s external in¬ 
debted ness T and the fact that within the 
next two years their balnm-c uf payments 
will lie weighted against them by the 
redemption of the Juan* obtained in J946 
from the United States find Sweden, There 
are twn rutted States loans outstanding. 
One is the interest-free lend-lease loan of 
5,425,(KMl fine oz. of silver by the United 
States Government made in 1945 for the 
purpose of Iniotieg currency and repayable 
either in kind or in the equivalent in 
Eiuted Stales dollars nf the value at the 
time of repayment. The other consists of a 
loan of U.S-33 million made by the Export- 
Import Rank in 1946 for i lie purchase of 
United States capital goods. The Ethiopian 
Government have in fact drawn sit far only 
U.s. sfifiEM ii hi ot this hum, partly A^asisc 
the Ethiopian Government have been 
reluctant to buy capital goods at the high 
price level now prevailing, and partly 
because of their inability to finance the 
development of profitable industries with 
any new capital good* purchased under the 
loan: but iL is understood that further 
drawings on ii may be made in the near 
future for the purchase nf new aircraft for 
Ethiopian Air Lines. Repiyment of this 
loan, on which interest at the rate of 3 per 
cent, has hern paid regularly, whs doe to 
start by loth June. 194s. but an extension 
until 31st December, 1950, was granted by 
the Export Import Bank, By the cud of 
I95lk also, repayment of die main Swedish 
loan of 5 million kronor is due to commence, 
to k 1 followed a year later by repayment of 
a supplementary loan of 2,500,000 kronor. 
The prospects of the Ethiopian Government 
being able to repay any of these loans with¬ 
out raiding the currency reserve of the State 
Rank, and thus weakening the Ethiopian 
dollar, are remote. 

5. The sale of gold has for some time been 
an important, though undisclosed, item in 
the Ethiopian balance of payments. Since 
.l ime HH8 a tola! of 38.300 oz, of gold have 
been sold, of which 8,000 oz. were sold hv 
the State Bank at the official rate fixed hy 
the International Monetary Fund. The 
remainder has been disposed of more 
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clandestinely at rate? far in excess of the 
official rate. That it has been possible lor 
the Ethiopian Government to sell gold in 
this way without actually contravening the 
letter of the International Monetary Fund 
Agreement, is due to the absence, peculiar. 1 
think, to Ethiopia, of any dear distinction 
between line Emperor s own position eis the 
supreme governmental authority and as a. 
private individual. The Emperor, for 
instance, has a personal stake of one-third 
in the gold produced at Lhe Adda workings 
in southern Ethiopia {which accounts for 
about two-thirds of the total gold produc¬ 
tion of the country), the renmiumg two- 
thirds accruing to the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment, As a private individual he has a 
perfect right, on purely technical grounds, 
to sell any gold in his possession at the 
highest price obtainable in the free market: 
and some 20,1100 oz. of the gold sold in the 
free market since Tune 1948 are believed 
to have come from the private Imperial 
hoard. The prices obtained for this gob3 
have varied from t ,S.$4(S-25 u>l .$.$118*0 
per oz,; and one small consignment is 
alleged to have fetched as much a* 

1. r.$.$ 150+0 pel.nee. Fall details of these 

transactions are not. of course available 
but it is believed that much of this gold 
has been marketed in Bombay through t lie 
intermediary of Indian merchants al Addis 
Ababa. 

6. It would in 1 absurd, of course, to sup¬ 
pose that the l nited States dollars accruing 
to the Emperor from these sales have been 
to a large extent for his own personal 
account. When tackled on the epical ion of 
the balance of payments, Li j Vilma Deressa, 
while Vice-Minister of Finance, would 
refer in vague terms to certain invisible 
items which trade figures did mot take into 
account. There is no doubt that n very 
large invisible item has been the sale of 
the Emperor's gold. Even if, as may have 
been the case, this lias been nn a large 
enough scale to offset the deficit on the 
visible ha lance of payments i n the past, there 
an? palpable signs that, with the widen¬ 
ing of the gap between exports and imports, 
it is nn longer so. Evidence of ibis is forth 
naming in the sale last dune in Amsterdam 
of a further 10,000 az r ni the rate of 
I\S,j47*0 per ounce This gold was not, 
in fad. the Emperor's personal property, 
hut was borrowed h>’ the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment from the currency reserve of (he State 
REink On completion of the sale, the 
equivalent of its value at the official rate 
was to Ik- redeposited with the State Ba nk« 








the profit of U«S.£120.U0D accruing to the 
Ethiopian Government, who arc subse- 
ijuent iy understood to have disposed of this 
sum in the open market for Ethiopian 
dollars, Lhus making a further profit. This 
particular deal was deferred until after the 
departure from Addis Ababa of the Ameri¬ 
can manager of the State Bank, who had 
resigned cm account of his disapproval of 
the Kthiopian fJoveroraenUs financial 
methods, and was hurriedly put through 
before the arrival of the new American 
governor. Mr. Bennett„ a former official of 
the l. nited S t a tea ' I' reas u ry , who wou l il no 
doubl have disapproved equally strongly. 
It was negotiated during this brief inter¬ 
regnum a* the State Bank by Ato Menassa 
Lemma, recently promoted from director- 
general to Vice-Minister of Finance, who 
is said to have earned a substantial per¬ 
sonal profit on the deal. (For what il is 
worth, the London firm of bullion brokers, 
Messrs, Samuel Montague and Company, 
has been men turned in this connexion as 
being anxious to participate in any further 
deals of this nature,) The fact that the 
Ethiopian Government are prepared to 
resort to transactions of this kind and 
to risk international criticism consequent 
rnt their probable exposure so shortly before 
the next meeting of the International 
Monetary Fund (and, in the wider sense, 
so shortly before the next session of the 
United Nations, where the Ethiopian claim 
to Eritrea will lie one of the items on the 
agenda) is in itself an indication of the very 
serious financial straits in which Ethiopia 
now finds itself, 

7. An integral factor in the present 
situation is T of course, an acute shortage of 
hard currenc ies An indication of this is 
the recent sale hy Hie State Bank Lhrou gh 
Tangier of .£23 t S5S fori .S.£7J,84fi-SB, 
which formed the subject of your telegram 
No. 2, TAMER, of 10th July. This sale, 
the existence of which has become fairly 
generally known in Addis Ababa business 
circles, has been construed as symptomatic 
<if the Ethiopian Government's alleged in- 
tout inn to .sell out their sterling holdings 
as advantageously and quickly as possible. 
The State Bank, as reported in my telegram 
No. 1* REMAC. of 10th August, have now 
furnished the desired assurance that this 
transaction will nut lie related, Imi there 
ggaitis to be little doubt that the Ethiopian 
Government, whether by regular or ir¬ 
regular means, will dispose of as much 
sterling ns they can within the near future. 
Ato Makonnen recently addressed a gather¬ 


ing of Addis Ababa merchants assembled 
in his private house and informed them of 
the Ethiopian Government s intention to 
sell out all their sterling securities, includ¬ 
ing those new held by the State Batik as 
part uf the backing for their note issue, 
and with the proceeds in Ethiopian dollars 
to purchase United States dollars. He 
advised the merchants to take similar action 
and dispose of their sterling holdings as 
quickly as possible by purchasing goods in 
the United Kingdom. 

8. The reason given by Ato Makonnen 
was the Ethiopian Government's firm belief 
that the pound sterling was shortly to he 
devalued, That this belief is apparently 
also held by the Stale Bank is borne out b> 
the fact chat until recently the amount of 
Ethiopian dollars which the State Bank 
were prepared to advance on sterling 
securities was calculated at the official rate 
of Eth.gll0 = £l and that si few (lavs ago 
an Addis Ababa merchant who applied for 
such an advance was offered one at the rate 
of no more than Eih.S? = El. ft is dilfieuli. 
however, to assess the sincerity of this 
belief. It is by no means Iteyond the bounds 
of possibility that the recent statements by 
the Thniitelfor of the Exchequer on the sub¬ 
ject of our own balance of payments have, 
in spite of his clear denial of any intention 
on the part of His Majesty’s Government 
to devalue the pound, ton seized upon by 
the Ethiopian Government as an oppor¬ 
tunity to cast on us the blame for the 
present financial situation in thia country. 
Ato Makonnen has apparently expressed 
his intention of “saving the Ethiopian 
dollar. Whether by breaking the link 
with sterling he will achieve his purpose is 
open to question, but he may hope by means 
of this red herring to confuse the issue 
sufficiently to perplex the commercial com¬ 
munity ill Ethiopia and SO render less 
effective and immediate their opposition to 
ihe measures which he is believed to be on 
the point of introducing. 

9. As stated in paragraph 1 above, the 
principal measure which Ato Makonnen is 
said to be contemplating is an effective 
measure of exchange control. Control of 
foreign currency was in facL imposed by 
the currency Proclamation of 1942, which 
restricted dealings in foreign currency to 

author i aed dealers' and prohibited the 
transfer of funds abroad without the per 
mission of the Ministry of Finance. An 
amendment to the proclamation dated 28th 
June, 1(M8 {hat which, owing u> the delay 
in publication of the Neff&rij Gozrui, only 


appeared last February—see paragraph 22 
Of Addis Abu ha Economic Report An. 2, 
for January and February), provided that 
the only authorised dealer was the State 
Bank of Ethiopia, This amendment has 
never yet been enforced, and she free 
market in foreign currencies, notably in 
United States dollars and Swiss francs, has 
continued unabated. H b not dear what 
measures Ato Makonnen proposes to take 
to ensure the enforcement of currency con¬ 
trol but l understand that new regulations 
are now being drafted which are designed 
to abolish the free market altogether, and 
oblige ihe exporter to surrender his foreign 
currency earnings in exchange for the 
equivalent in Ethiopian currency at the 
official rate of exchange. It b noi difficult 
to foresee what the consequences of this 
measure will he. The decline in the world 
price level has, as already stated in para¬ 
graph 2 above, left the Ethiopian exporter 
with an exceedingly narrow margin of 
profit. In fact, Ethiopian exporters to hard 
currency areas have for some time ton 
relying for their profits, not on the price 
paid for the goods themselves. but on the 
sale in the free market of the United States 
dollars or other hard currency earned by 
these goods. The free-market rate for 
United States dollars m Addis Ababa 
stands at present in the neighbourhood of 
U .S. $2 - 80 = .£ L If ex po rte rs a re obi i ged 
in future to convert their dollar earnings 
at thfe official rate, ii can only be anticipated 
that the downward trend of Ethiopian 
export* will be accelerated. In order to 
earn a profit at all the exporter will be 
faced with the alternative of raising his 
own prices in the world market, which 
would obviously lx* disastrous at the present 
time, or of forcing down the price paid to 
tlie primary producer. One need only con¬ 
sider the fate of last season's wheat crop 
to realise whal the results would he of any 
attempt to lower the price paid to the 
farmers, the latter in ihis instance having 
in many cases refused to sell their wheal, 
at the price offered, and ploughed it back 
into the ground li can bo expected, there 
fore, that, if exporters are unable to find 
a means of evading the full rigour of 
exchange control, there will be a conse¬ 
quential Serious decline in production in the 
case of agricultural produce; and, in ihe 
ease of hides and skins, stocks will probably 
he withheld in the hope of a return to high 
prices. 

10. It has been assumed, it* the preceding 
paragraph, that ihe enforcement of ex¬ 
change control will be effective, and the 


prospect has been described in somewhat 
bleaker terms than in practice may be the 
case. It is doubtful whether the Ethiopian 
Government, with their Jack of adequate 
machinery for enforcing complex regula¬ 
tions. with their long and largely unc-nn- 
t rolled frontiers and with the general 
corruptibility of the administration, will 
lie able to prevent very considerable evasion 
of the regulations. It is understood that 
Ato Makonnen does not contemplate the 
introduction of any system of export 
licensing and, without such a system, it is 
difficult to see how the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment cun prevent an exporter to a dollar 
country consigning his goods to a soft 
currency destination in the first instance. 
It is anticipated, for instance. that once the 
new exchange control regulations come into 
force exports from Ethiopia will be con¬ 
signed ostensibly to such places as Aden, 
Jibuti amt Genoa and that such foreign 
exchange as eventually finds its way to 
Addis Ababa will he in soft currencies only. 
Even if, therefore, the adverse effect of 
currency control in Ethiopia's export trade 
m in fact mitigated by this expected large- 
scale evasion, the results of currency con¬ 
trol, designed to increase ihe Ethiopian 
Government’s holdings of hard currencies, 
are likely in the main in be nugatory, 

11. The measures which the Ethiopian 
Government are said to he t on templet ing 
with the object of reducing imports are 
even more open to question. In the first 
place it is said that Ato Makonnen pro- 
panes to abolish income-tax altogether and 
instead to impose a tax of 15 per rent,, 
in addition to the existing customs duties, 
on all imported g<s>ds. This proposal is 
stated to have originated from certain 
Indian merchants who have large stocks on 
their hands at present mid who see in it a 
chance to reap a handsome profit: it is on 
these merchants, moreover, with the rough- 
and-ready method* of assessment used by 
the Inland Revenue Department, amount¬ 
ing in many cases a 1 most to blackmail, that 
thr incidence of income-tax weighs most 
heavily, Ato Makonnen lias supposedly 
welcomed the proposal as a means of 
securing the support and co-operation of, 
at any rate, a fairly substantial section of 
the commercial community for his own pro- 
jjosa h for ci i r rency con t rol. A 1 ‘ peli tit m " 
has been drawn up asking for ihe abolition 
of income-tax and once the signatures of all 
the leading merchants have been obtained 
—and a considerable pressure (o this end is 
being exercised by Ato Makonnen himself 
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—it will be presented to the Emperor, who, 
it is believed, will grant it. If this repm - ! 
is true—and it has been confirmed on so 
many side.'? that it is hard to disbelieve it— 
it can supposed that A to Makonnen will 
do Ids best to obtain Mis Majesty's 
approval of the proposal before Lij Yilrna 
Deres&c who is known to l>e Opposed to A to 
Makonnen and all his works* returns to 
Addis Ababa from Eritrea, where he is at 
present staving. 

12 While the abolition of income-tax 
will no doubt bring joy to the hearts of 
many businessmen in Ethiopia* the imposi¬ 
tion of a t;ix of 15 per cent, on all im¬ 
ported goods is regarded hy the more far¬ 
sighted merchants with apprehension. This 
additional tax will almost certainly be 
passed on to the consumer, and, as 80 per 
cent, of Ethiopia's imports are in the shape 
of cheap cotton textiles used mainly by the 
poorer classes, the tatter will have to 
shoulder the heaviest burden, white de¬ 
riving no benefit whatever from the abo¬ 
lition of income-tax. It is estimated that 
the proposal, if at comes to fruition, will of 
itself mean an increase of some 211 per 
cent, ini the cost of living, which will of 
course rise still more once the shortage of 
consumer goods begins to be fell. The effect 
will he to depress still further the already 
abysmally low standard of living of most 
Ethiopians and create serious discontent in 
a country where the authority of the 
Government except perhaps at the centre, 
is rarely unchallenged. 

13, Apart from the introduction of these 
specific measures, it is rumoured that the 
Ethiopian Government intend in the near 
future to hunch a large-scale mmiomy 
drive which will mean a drastic reduction 
of expenditure on educational and medical 
services. It will also roost probable mean 
that no action will be taken on the recom¬ 
mendations recently submitted to the 
Emperor by the head of the British Mili¬ 
tary Mission for the re-organisation of the 
Ethiopian Army (see Mr. Ensue lies' des¬ 
patch No. +>8 of 29th June). The first to 
fall under tin- axe, however, are likely 
to lie the more highly-paid foreign 
advisers. While ii must be conceded 
11 1 ,i t the Kthi o pi ms G ove mine n t i.-oli Id 
dispense with the services of many of 
them without loss. it can only be 
expected that the winnowing process 
will lie a haphazard one and that some 
valuable grain will disappear with the 
chaff (Indeed, the natural inclination of 


the Ethiopian Government would be to re¬ 
tain the stodges and get rid of those 
advisers who are not afraid to express 
criticism when occasion demands.) The 
present corps of foreign advisers, for all its 
shorUemings. does provide a slight curb 
on the more gross forms of administrative 
corruption and inefficiency; and any sub¬ 
stantial thinning of its ranks would under¬ 
mine the concrete facade of modern state¬ 
hood, with which Ethiopia endeavours to 
confront the world, if not also of the mud 
and wattle structure behind it. 

14- The economic outlook for this 
country b, therefore, far from encouraging, 
A financial crisis is confidently expected 
within a matter of months, and it is 
generally believed that only one of two 
possible eventualities can avert it. The 
first i> that the Ethiopian Government 
should throw the country open to large- 
scale foreign investment on terms generous 
enough to attract external capital. It 
is unlikely that the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment, with their traditional distrust 
of foreigners generally, would submit 
to the interference in their affairs 
which this would entail or that indi¬ 
vidual members of the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment (including the Emperor himself) 
would relinquish their very considerable 
personal stake in the mineral and other re¬ 
sources of the country for the benefit of the 
foreign interest. In this connexion, the 
Middle East representative of the United 
States Treasury, who is at present visiting 
Addis Almba, has told me that Ethiopia 
might wall qualify for “ fourth point 
aristaiice were it not for the fact that the 
United States Government would have to 
insist on certain guarantees against inter¬ 
ference by the Ethiopian Government 
with freedom of operation of American in¬ 
vestors. and that such guarantees the Ethio¬ 
pian Government would lie most reluctant 
to give. ('ircumstances may well compel 
the Ethiopian Government to ask for such 
assistance in the end, and to accept the 
terms on which it is granted, but before 
they do so they can be expected to resort to 
every possible alternative issue out of their 
present financial afflictions, 

15. The second possibility, if it 
materialised, would be in the nature of a 
dr its ej nifickhm. The Ethiopian Govern- 
ruent have for some time been pinning their 
hopes on the discovery of oil in the Qgadeu 
by the Sinclair Oil Company, A report, so 
far unconfirmed, has now reached me that 


about ten days ago the drilling operations 
in the neighbourhood of Wardere resulted 
in lava rock being struck at a depth of about 
2,800 feet. I am not sufficiently versed 
in geology to pronounce upon tile signifi¬ 
cance of this, but I am informed that, in 
the whole history of oil exploration, no oil 
has ever Ijeen found to exist in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of lava rock and that there is no 
reason why the Ogadeu should prove an 
exception to this rule. 


I am sending copies of this despatch Lo 
Mis Majesty s Ambassadors at Cairo and 
Washington, his Excellency the Goveruor- 
General of the Sudan, their Excellencies 
the Governors of Aden. Kenya and British 
Somaliland, the head of the British Middle 
East Office and the Chief Administrators 
of Eritrea and Italian Somaliland 
I have, &c, 

I, W, BELL. 
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ETHIOPIA; CURRENCY AMENDMENT REGULATIONS, 1949 
Measures for Control of Foreign Exchange 

Mr, LasceUes to Mr. Attlee. (Rrc* ived 1 \th October) 


(No. 96 E. (onfidential) Add is .-I ba bo f 
Sir, Qth October, 1949, 

As foreshadowed in Mr. Bell's despatch 
No 88 of I nth August, I have the honour 
to repoii that on 20th September the 
Ethiopian Government introduced under 
the title of Currency Amendment Regula¬ 
tions 1949, measures for the control of 
foreign exchange. 1 enclose three tuples 
of these initiations. It will he observed 
that they take the form of a legal notice 
under the Uurrency Amendment Proclama¬ 
tion 1947, which, jih stated in paragraph 9 
df Mr Bel E s d espa Lch cun ie r ft fere n cc. 
appeared in the \egnrit Gmeta of 28th 
June, 1948, The 1947 Proclamation was 
intended to he an instrument to effect 
exchange control and provided that the 
State Bank of Ethiopia should tie the only 
authorised dealer in foreign exchange. Ii 
was, however, never enforced and the pre¬ 
sent regulations constitute an attempt to 
adapt the earlier Proclamation to current 
trade cot actions. 

2. The introduction of these regulations 
follows very closely on the decision of the 
Ethiopian Government jiol to devalue the 
Ethiopia!] dollar as a result of the change 
in the rate of exchange between the pound 
sterling and United Stales dollar, and 
i am indeed reliably informed that the two 
events are closely interconnected. The 
introtluclion of currency control had been 
contemplated by the Ethiopian Government 
for some time and would have been intro¬ 
duced stoner or later irrespective of any 
change in the sterling-dollar rates. It is 
believed, however, that the Ethiopian 


Government would have deferred intro¬ 
ducing this measure until the return from 
the United States of the Governor of the 
State Bank, Mr. Bennett, who has been 
attending the meeting of the International 
Monetary Fund, The change in the 
sterling dollar rate of exchange brought 
alxiut a sharp increase in the demand for 
sterling and other, currencies which had 
been devalued in relation to the l idled 
States dollar and decided the Ethiopian 
Government to introduce currency control 
without delay. That they did so in some 
haste is shown by the careless manner in 
which the regulations themselves have been 
drafted. Examples of this carelessness 
arc shown by the fact that in article 8 cer¬ 
tain customs ports of exit are mentioned 
including one, Egfibafir, which dues not 
exist, and which should read " Eli-da h/' 
and another, GuH&bat, which is not in 
Ethiopia ul all but in the Sudan,, the 
Ethiopian customs post in this area being 
at Mcit nnna. Ii will also be observed that 
the regulations contain no provision for 
penalties for their infringement, and in de¬ 
fault of such H provision, it is presumed 
that ihe courts will have to hase their deci¬ 
sions, in cases of persons found guilty of a 
contravention of the regulations, on article 
5 of the Currency Proclamation 1942, l ids 
provides for penalties not exceeding two 
years' imprisonment and/or a fine of M T. 
(t.r„ Eth. 815d>00). 

3 II will la* seen from article 3 pi) of the 
Legal Notice chut merchants exporting 
goods to Imrd currency countries arc re¬ 
quired to surrender to the State Bank only 
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25 pei- tent of their foreign earnings dur¬ 
ing the first ninety days of the operation of 
the exchange control regulations, The 
reason for granting the 4i hard currency 
merchants 1 a measure of grace during i.his 
ninety-day period is to enable them to make 
whatever adjustments may seem necessary 
before they are obliged to remit their 
foreign exchange at the full rate. But no 
such leniency is shown to merchants export¬ 
ing to soft currency areas. They are 
obliged, under article 3 (c), to remit all 
their foreign exchange earnings as from 
the date of the publication of the exchange 
control order. This will, as I shall attempt 
to explain below, have an immediate and 
damaging effect on all merchants trading 
with the rupee and sterling areas, who, 
indeed* form the vast majority of the 
commercial community here* 

4. T am afraid I am not sufficiently 
familiar with the operation of exchange 
control in general to comment on the 
principle enunciated in article 4. It is 
ahiihdnntlv clear, however, as events have 
already proved* that this article provides 
the State Bank with legal justification for 
refusing to give merchants any foreign 
exchange whatsoever In view of the fact 
that the State Bank has practically no 
foreign exchange in offer* such an escape 
clause as article 4 provides may well lie 
expedient, hut no merc hant can he expected 
Ui trade if he ri tumble to acquire foreign 
currency, 

5. A list »s given in article 7 of the 
various reasons why the Stale Bank may 
refuse to approve a customs declaration, 
which is in effect an export permit I 
would draw your attention in particular to 
sub-paragraph (v)* which states that 
approval will be withhold if the final des¬ 
tination of the export is not as stated in 
the declaration. This is an attempt to 
prevent merchants from resorting to the 
practice of consigning their exports osten¬ 
sibly to a soft currency area and later 
foi warding them to a hard currency area 
for sale, I cannot for the moment see how 
the authorities will be able effectively to 
prevent this and one merchant has already 
admitted his intention of so doing. The 
provisions of article 8 apply primarily to 
the tourist trade and to personal journeys 
to and from) Ethiopia find seem unexcep¬ 
tionable* 

6 Before the introduction of exchange 
control the Government were obliged in 
order to acquire foreign exchange, to huy 
the required currency in the "free’ 1 


market, fhis practice was inconvenient, to 
say the least, arid had the added disadvan¬ 
tage of keeping the Government in ignor- 
■ of the amount of foreign exchange 
leaving the country. The imposition of 
exchange control was therefore indispen¬ 
sable to an efficient financial policy. But 
the manner and the timing of the introduc¬ 
tion of the present regulations arc open to 
question. This hits in fact been admitted 
to a member of my staff by the vice-governor 
of the State Bank, who said it was unlikely 
that the regulation* would be strictly en- 
forced for some time. He added iliu( the 
machinery for enforcement was nut vet 
available -which is obvious from the in¬ 
efficiency of the customs pouts on the 
frontier—and that the authorities were 
unwilling, by the sudden imposition of 
exchange control, to restrict trade unduly. 
Undoubtedly some of the regulations will 
at present be overlooked by the authorities, 
m, for example, those in article a, which 
will depend on the vigilance and intelli¬ 
gence of trained customs officials. But 
unfortunately the bank has already 
announced its Intention of rigorously 
enforcing article 8 (r\ and is also making 
full use of the escape clause in article 4 
{see paragraphs 3 and 4 above). This 
means that merchants are refused letters 
of credit in sterling or rupees and at the 
same time are forced to surrender all ster¬ 
ling and rupees earned since the imposition 
of the regulations* This alone would be 
a sufficient reason for reducing considerably 
the volume of trade, us merchants are un 
able and unwilling to submit to these 
conditions. 

7. The adverse effect of exchange control 
un trade, however, has been aggravated to 
a great extent by e1)e j Governmental decision 
Ed maintain the existing Ethiopian United 
States dollar rate and to increase the value 
of the Ethiopian dollar in terms of the 
pound by 3b per cent* Isee my telegram 
No. 2 Remae of 27th September). The im¬ 
mediate result of this alteration of the 
exchange rale was to increase the already 
high priiCfi of the raw material exports in 
terms of the rupee and the pound to such 
an extent that merchants refused to buy. 
In consequence practically no exports have 
left the country during the past fortnight* 
Owing t it this major interruption in the 
exfsort trade* it has not vet been possible 
to estimate the effect of exchange control 
as a method of earning foreign currency 
fur the Government Furthermore* the 
State Bank, in addition to losing exchange 


through the present stoppage of exports, 
lias very few reserves with which to finance 
trade in the meanwhile; since merchants 
are unwilling to purchase sterling at the 
old exchange rate of Eth* $10 to the £ (see 
paragraph 4 of my telegram under refer- 
no sterling remittances arc at present 
being made to the United Kingdom. This 
may soon cause firms in the United King¬ 
dom to default on letters of credit granted 
by the Bank of England. 

8. This unwillingness of the Slate 
Bank to part with foreign exchange in not 
only due to poverty; there is also a fear of 
speculation Sterling is much in demand 
at the rate of Eth* £7 to the £, and uicr 
chants fully expect the Ethiopian dollar 
eventually to lie devalued, As soon as ibis 
happens* thb&e who have acquired sterling 
at the present rate will reap a large profit 
It is mainly to prevent this that the hank 
either refutes to grant sic) ling or attempts 
to sell it at the old exchange rate, i need 
hardly point out that this policy fails to 
make n distinction between honest and dis¬ 
honest firms and has been one of the prin 
eipal factors in bringing trade to a stand¬ 
still. thereby defeating the object which 
exchange control was designed to achieve. 
What is more serious, the authorities have 
antagonised the foreign community on 
which the export trade of (he country 
depends. The stormy meetings of the local 
Chamber of Commerce are indicative 
of the hostility of the merchants* who will 
surely prove unscrupulous in their efforts 
to evade the regulai ions, 

!i St is clear that as long sis the Govern¬ 
ment continues its present financial policy, 
it will gain no benefit from the exchange 
control regulations and that sootier nr later 
British and Indian firms will lie forced to 
trade at a loss or to go out of business 
altogether. The Government will continue, 
however, to avail themselves of the trans¬ 
ferable account facilities provided by His 
Majesty s Govern men t r and you may care 
to consider threatening to withdraw ihesc 
facilities, if the present discrimination 
against British and Indian traders 
continues, 

10* 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to II is Majesty s Ambassador at Coiio, 
His Excellency* the Governor-General of 
tine Sudan, Their Excellencies the Gover- 
inn’s of Aden* British Somaliland and 
Kenya, the U.K.H.C. at New Delhi, the 


Head of the U.M.K.O, and the Chief 
Administrators at Asmara and Mogadishu. 
! have* <£t. 

D W. LASCELLES. 


Enclosure in Mo. 15 
Legal Notice No. 127 of 194© 

Currency A mendmf /tt pTodumufiop vf 

1947 

{No* m of 1943) 

Regulations 

!.l rider Section 3 (b) of the Proclamation) 

1. rbese regulation# may be cited as the 
Currency Amendment Regulations. 1949, 

2, —(fj*) t'onformahly to the provision of 
at i ides 2 and 3 of the Gurrenev Amend¬ 
ment Proclamation 1947 (No. 99 of 194s), 
the State Bank of Ethiopia and such agents 
or representatives as are or may from time 
to time be appointed in writing filed bv the 
Slate Bank of Ethiopia with tlte Ministry 
of Finance, i> hereby det dared to be the sole 
authorised dealer in foreign current'v and 
foreign exchange in Ethiopia. All‘prior 
perm its, ant horisatk ms, I icem es a i id 
powers of attorney* expressed or implied, 
by whosoever granted to deal with foreign 
currency or foreign exchange are hereby 
cancelled as and from the dale of publica¬ 
tion of the present regulation \o other 
person, corporation, partnership or asso¬ 
ciation except the State Bank of Ethiopia 
mid iU said agent* or representatives shall 
be permitted in any way to deni in foreign 
currency or foreign exchange. 

I A) Dealing in foreign currency or 
foreign exdmnge shall lie held to mean 
buying, selling* discounting, charging or 
crediting, accepting or possessing* and 
including the custody, of any foreign 
currency or foreign exchange credits, 
debits, or holdings tti Ethiopia or abroad. 

3*—(u) From and after the date of pub¬ 
lication of the present regulations, no 
export, transport or transfer of any valu¬ 
able thing, as set forth in the Principal 
Proclamation* as amended, and m further 
defined in the present regulations, shall be 
made from Ethiopia by any person across 
the customs boundaries or the frontiers of 
Ethiopia, to a poini of final destination in 
the following countries or iu countries 
which may Ik* announced from time let time 
by the Minister of Finance or some other 











|i«'twin authorised by him in writing in that 
behalf:— 

Belgium (Kingdom of). 

Canada. 

Switzerland. 

United States of America. 

United States of Ainerica 

Dependencies. 

I n less such person shall execute on a form 
or forms prescribed by the authorised 
dealer, to its satisfaction and for its 
approval, to become n part of and annexed 
to the customs declaration provided for in 
article 1 (ii) of the Principal Proclamation, 
as amended, a customs declaration therefor, 
including ti promise in writing to pay; or 
on assignment in writing providing for 
payment to the authorised dealer immedi¬ 
ately upon accrual or maturity but in any 
event not later than six (fl) months from 
the date of said promise or said assignment, 
that percentage of the whole of that par- 
t i; nbu foreign currency; at the established 
rates of exchange determined and pub¬ 
lished from time to time by the State Bank 
of Ethiopia, resulting or to result *tirectly 
or indirectly from or to lie produced, 
whether within or without Ethiopia, by 
such export, transport or transfer as 
specified below:— 

(i) During Etc period extending from 
the dale of publication of Lite present 
regulations to ninety (&0) days there¬ 
after: Twenty-live per cent, (25%). 

(ii) From and after the determination 
of the ninety (90) day period speci¬ 
fied immediately above: One turn- 
Llre-1 percent. (i00%h 

(//> During the period extending from 
the dak- of publication of the present regu¬ 
lations and continuing for a period of 
ninety (90) days thereafter, the seventy- 
five per cent (75%) accruing to n person 
who has filed a declaration described in 
paragraph 3 {«) hereof ami who has appro¬ 
priately assigned nr delivered the twenty- 
five pet cent. (23%) as specified in article 3 
(«) hereof shall not lie subject to the pro 
visions of the Principal Proclamation, as 
amended, 

(e) Immediately upon the publication of 
the present regulations, m person shall 
export, transport or transfer any valuable 
thing from Ethiopia across the customs 
boundaries or the frontiers of Ethiopia to 
a point of final destination in my country 
or area not designated in article 3(tf) hereof 
unless such person shall execute on a form 


or forms prescribed h) the authorised 
dealer, to its satisfaction and for its 
approval, to licvome a part of and annexed 
to the custom* declaration provided for in 
article 4 (ii) of the Principal Proclama¬ 
tion, as amended, a customs declaration 
therefor including a promise in writing to 
pay. or an assignment in wilting providing 
for payment to the authorised dealer imme¬ 
diate) v upon accrual or maturity hut in any 
even I not. later than six (6) months from 
the date of said promise or sard assign¬ 
ment. one hundred per cent, (100%) of that 
particular foreign currency aL the estab¬ 
lished rates of exchange determined and 
published from time to time by the State 
Bank of Ethiopia, resulting or to result 
directly or indirectly from or to be pro¬ 
duced,’whether within or without] Ethiopia, 
h\ such export, transport or transfer. 

(d) Trans-shipment, warehousing, break¬ 
ing bulk, haiidling., processing, clawing, 
preserving, unpacking, packing, repacking, 
commingling or consolidation with any 
articles, goods or merchandise, transiting, 
inspection or a change in the mode of trans¬ 
portation shall not constitute interruption 
of transport or constitute os a place of final 
destination (he place or places where anv 
of llie aforementioned acts or actions may 
occur. 

(*) The custom* declaration required by 
articles 3 (a) and 3 (fi) hereof shall be 
supported by an invoice of the person 
exporting, transporting or transferring 
any valuable thing from Ethiopia across 
the customs boundartea or the frontiers of 
Ethiopia, indicating the basis of the ship¬ 
ment if the valuable thing has been sold, 
or a pro forms invoice it" the valuable thing 
is to he exported, transported or trans- 
fgrral from Ethiopia across the customs 
boundaries of the frontiers of Ethiopia on 
a consignment basis. The invoice or pro¬ 
forma invoke shall be of form and content 
satisfactory to the authorised dealer. 

4 Tlh* authorised dealer shall consider 
the application of any person for the pur¬ 
pose of foreign «-urrenn or exchange 
against the payment of Ethiopian dollars 
at the established rates of exchange pub 
lislwd from lime to time but slmll not be 
obliged or required to comply with such 
application when, in the opinion of such 
authorised dealer, the sale of Sltch foreign 
currency or exchange would not be in keep¬ 
ing witii such policies or any policy ns may 
be adopted or enunciated by the Imperial 
Ethiopian Government. 


hi 


b. —(u) Five signed copies of the customs 
declaration provided for in articles 3 {a) 
and 3 (r) hereof shall first be submitted to 
the authorised dealer either at Addis 
Ababa oral any of the following designated 
branches of the authorised dealer, 
namely: — 

L Adigrat 

2. Deftaie. 

3. Dire Dawa. 

4 Gambeiln 

a. Gondar. 

ft. Gore. 

7. Jigjigu 

s. Jimma, 

Subject to t he provisions of (he Principal 
Proclamation, as amended t and of (he 
present regulations, the authorised dealer 
shall indicate approval on all copies of Lhe 
said customs declaration* 

(6) Hie authorised dealer shall return 
Lo the exporter or such person transporting 
or transferring such valuable thing from 
Ethiopia across the custom* boundaries or 
the frontiers of Ethiopia two signed and 
approved copies of the said customs de¬ 
claration which shall be submitted to the 
Director-General of Customs or hi* author¬ 
ised representative for endorsement, One 
copy of such endorsed customs declaration 
will be annexed to the form of customs 
declaration required by the Customs and 
Export Duties Proclamation of 1943 and 
regulations promulgated thereunder and by 
article 4 (M) of the Principal Proclamation, 
as amended, and one copy shall be returned 
to the exporter or such person transporting 
or transferring such valuable thing as 
herein set forth. 

(cl No export, transport or transfer of 
any valuable tiling from Ethiopia across 
the customs boundaries or the frontiers of 
Ethiopia shall tie permitted by the Director- 
General of Customs or any of his authorised 
representative? without the production of 
the customs declaration provided for in 
article 4 (ii) of (he Principal Proclamation, 
as amended, and in articles 3 {a) and 3 (c) 
of the present regulations, 

fj. At the following customs ports of exit, 
namely: ■— 

1 . Aiaha, 

2. Egli Dahr. 

3. A down. 

4 Gallabat 

□. Handy. 

(,(. Assossa* 

7. Afordu. 
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8 . Megga. 

0. Neg&lle. 

10. Morale 

II Hatamma. 

Through which any valuable thing, xis de¬ 
fined in article 4 (ii) of the Principal 
Pi-iH tarnation, as amended, shall lie ex¬ 
ported, transported or transferred from 
Ethiopia across the customs boundaries or 
the frontiers of Ethiopia, the person 
designated by the Director-General of 
Customs shall act, if and when required, 
as the authorised agent of the authorised 
dealer in receiving, considering, approving 
and forwarding the customs declaration 
required in article 3 (a) and 3 (c) hereof. 
Such person designated by the Director- 
General of Customs shall forward two 
signed, approved and endorsed copies of 
the said last-mentioned customs declaration 
to the authorised dealer at Addis Ababa. 

7.—(u) The authorised dealer is hereby 
directed to withhold or refuse the approval 
of the customs declaration required by 
articles 3 (a) and 3 (*?) of the present regu¬ 
lations as a condition precedent to any 
exportation, transportation or transfer of 
any valuable thing from Ethiopia across 
the customs boundaries or the frontiers of 
Ethiopia when, in the judgment of 
the authorised dealer: — 

(i) Such customs declaration is incom¬ 
plete or false; or 

(ii) The declarant or the person oti 
whose he half the customs decln ration 
is made, has previously filed an 
incomplete or false customs declara¬ 
tion: or 

(iii) If. upon demand of the author¬ 
ised dealer copies of all previous 
customs declarations of exportation, 
transportation or transfer have not 
been or are not produced by the 
pet son upon whom such demand is 
made, or if the said customs declara¬ 
tion is not supported by an invoice 
or pro-forma invoice as required by 
article 3 (<) of the presold regula¬ 
tions ; or 

(iv) The proposed export, transport or 
transfer of any valuable thing from 
Ethiopia across the customs boun¬ 
daries or frontiers of Ethiopia 
would not result in the payment to 
the authorised dealer of the j>eroeu’ 
tage of the whole of the foreign 
currency prescribed in articles 3 (a) 

I 










and o {<-) of the present regulations; 

or 

(v) 'Fhe final destination of the valuable 
thing to be exported, transported or 
transferred from Ethiopia is not as 
specified in the said declaration: or 
(vi) Any suc h customs declaration pre¬ 
viously made by the declarant or by 
a person on his behalf did not result 
in the payment to the authorised 
dealer of the percentage of the 
whole of the foreign currency pre 
m riheil in articles 3 (a) and 3 (c) of 
the present regulation p or 
{vii) An export, transport or transfer 
of any valuable thing has been made 
from Ethiopia across the customs 
boundaries or the frontiers of 
Ethiopia without claiming the 
approval of the authorised dealer 
to the said customs declaration; or 
(viii) An evasion or violation of any of 
the provisions of the Customs and 
Export Duties Proclamation, 1943, 
and the regulations thereunder pre¬ 
vious to, on or subsequent to the date 
of publication of these present 
regulations. 

**-—i (a) Any person departing from 
Ethiopia shall be permitted to Lake with 
him a sum not to exceed Ethiopian dollars 
one hundred and fifty (E.® 150-04)) or the 
equivalent thereof in foreign currency of 
any kind at the legal rate of exchange 
without conforming to the provisions of the 
Principal Proclamation, as amended, and 
of the present regulations Any amount 
of such Ethiopian or foreign currency in 
excess of this mm may be taken out of 
Ethiopia by such person only as provided 
in the article. 

( 61 The holder nf any check. draft, 
traveler's check, traveler's letter of credit, 
bowl share, security or acknowledgment 
of debt shall tie presumed conclusively to 
haw complied with the provisions of the 
Principal Proclamation, as amended, and 
with the present regulation*, and may 
depart with or transmit such instruments 
from Ethiopia when stub holder presents 
written authorisation from the authorised 
dealer permitting the removal of such 
instrument or instruments from Ethiopia, 
iy) The holder of any bearer instrument. 


foreign currency, negotiable or non-nego¬ 
tiable instrument not enumerated in the 
preceding paragraph may depart with or 
transmit from Ethiopia such instrument 
or instruments or foreign currency when a 
certificate of approval from the authorised 
dealer has been Issued permitting such 
holder to do so. 

(tf\ Any person entering Ethiopia shall 
declare to the Ethiopian customs at such 
person's initial point of entry- the amount 
and kind of foreign currency in bis posses¬ 
sion and also any instrument enumerated 
in this Article, a notation of which shall 
In* entered by the Ethiopian Customs upon 
prescribed form. Upon departure from 
Ethiopia such person shall be entitled to 
take with him an amount and kind of 
foreign currency hot to exceed that so 
entered on the prescribed form and may 
take with him the negotiable or nun-nego¬ 
tiable instruments of which such notation 
is entered on the prescribed form, without * 
a certificate of approval from the author¬ 
ised dealer. 

(-) No person entering Ethiopia shall 
bring with him an amount in Ethiopian 
currency in excess of Ethiopian, dollars one 
hundred and fifty (E. £150 Oft) and no 
person shall import, transport or transfer 
across the customs boundaries or the 
frentiers of and into Ethiopia at any one 
time an amount in Ethiopian currency to 
exceed Ethiopian dollars one hundred and 
fifty (E. $150 "00) without the approval of 
the authorised dealer. 

SI. The definition of a valuable thing set 
forth in the Principal Proclamation, as 
amended, shall not include or apply to any 
articles of personal apparel or effects, worn 
or used by a person departing from 
Ethiopia and shall not include or apply 
to any product or manufacture of Ethiopia 
which a tourist to Ethiopia may have pur¬ 
chased and desires to Lake with him from 
Ethiopia, the value of which dues not 
exceed Ethiopian dollars five hundred 
(L £500-00). 

HJ. The provisions of these regulations 
will come into fore© on the 1st day of 
Maskenim t 11)42. 

Done at Addis Alisibsi this 30th day of 
July, me 

MAKONNEN HAUTE WOLD, 

M inis ter uf Ft. nan re. 
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j mm mi/I No, ift 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 

ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR 

The judiciary in Ethiopia 

,11 r. H< mti to Mr. i*fl settles \ Addis A baba) 


(So. 2(H), Confidential) Foreign Office > 
Sir, 1 StA Sot ember, 164)),, 

The Ethiopian Ambassador came to see 
me to-day. I congratulated him on the 
raising of the legation to an embassy and 
on his own increased status. The Ambas¬ 
sador thanked me and then gave me a 
message from the Emperor regarding ihe 
judiciary in Ethiopia. He said that the 
Prime Minister had sent the Emperor a 
message regarding the dismissal uf the 
British president of the Ethiopian High 
Court in circumstances which did not 
appear to reflect credit on the Ethiopian 
Government. The Emperor was very 
anxious that there should be no differences 
between His Majesty’s Government and the 
Ethiopian Government and that he wanted 
to work with us in the most cordial co¬ 
operation But in this particular case the 
view uf the Emperor was that the presi¬ 
dent of the Ethiopian High Court was not 
only a judge but had the responsibility of 
organising the whole administration of 
justice in the country, and it was about this 
side of Mr. Abbott A work and not about 
Mr, Abbott personally that the Emperor 


bad some reservations lo make. The Am¬ 
bassador made a strong plea that His 
Majesty's Government should have regard 
to the effect of the difference in legal 
thought and practice in the two countries. 
But he admitted that the introduction of 
British justice was a very important 
matter for the people, The presence of 
British judges meant a great deal to them. 
They inspired confidence, and the people 
were very anxious to maintain them. Mr. 
Retta asked if it would l» possible to secure 
as British president of the Ethiopian High 
Court a Mr, Charles Mathew, who had had 
experience in Addis Ababa and who was 
now in the colonial service in Tanganyika, 
and also certain other judges, whom be did 
not name, to assist. He asked if I would 
convey the Emperor's message and also Ins 
good wishes to the Prime Minister 

2. I explained to Mr. Retta that we felt 
grave concern about the difficulty that had 
arisen, and would go into the question of 
Mr. Mathew at an early date and communi¬ 
cate with him again. 

1 arn, Ac. 

ERNEST BE YIN, 


J 951ft 1011! 1 No. 1“ 

A VISIT BY CONSUL CURLE, ADDIS ABABA, TO J1MMA AND 

KAFFA 


Mr, fMStCCllts to Mr. Attlee. 

(No. 114) Addis Ababa. 

Sir, mth November, 15)49, 

With reference to my despatch No, 102 
of 19th October, 1949, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith a report by 
Lieutenant -Colone I A, T. Curie, His 
Majesty's Consul at Addis Ababa, on his 
visit tn Jinuna and Kalla. 

I have, Ac, 

L) W. LASGEXXES. 


(Rtie* hed &h Dectmbrt) 

Enclosure in No. 17 

Report on it ris'it to Jim mu and Raff a 
by L ie utena n t - Colon el A , T, ( u rte. 11 is 
Majesty* Consul at Addis Ababa 

l left Addis Ababa m accordance with 
instructions on the afternoon of 20th 
October intending to spend the first night 
,it Woliso. The read, which was tarmfteked 
in Dalian times, leaves Addis Ababa past 

7 2 
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ibe Air Port and thence* after passing the 
village of Saba t a (18 kilom,) crosses the 
H awash plain, a fertile belt about 
40 kilom. mites wide stretching on either 
side "i the Hawasli river. which is massed 
at at kilom, There is a good ferro-eduerete 
bridge, built by the Italians, which will lake 
about 20 Lons. After leading the plain the 
road slowly mounts and at 85 kilom. turns 
west and skirts round a belt of hills, 
eventually crossing the western end and 
descending into Woliso (11*2 kilom.). Hie 
village, which consists of several hundreds 
of huts; ami a few stone-built houses, has a 
European-run school at the moment, under 
the direction of a Norwegian There is a 
police station, and a small hotel at the 
thermal springs, which is dean and well 
run by a Turkish lady. There as also a 
language school for the Sudan Interior 
missionaries when they first arrive in 
Ethiopia. There is no European doctor. 

The road from Addis Ababa to Woliso 
has deteriorated enormously during the 
past two years. There are many deep ruts 
caused by the I (Eton die^ l lorries, although 
there is not u very heavy traffic on this 
section of the road, it comprises an 
average of eight 10-ton diesels dairying 
passenger* and not more than another ten 
vehicles passing efit h way daily The run 
uing time two years ago was tuu-arid-adialf 
hours while now it takes four and-a half 
hours. Repairs are being undertaken on 
the road bv an Italian contractor, but so far 
only a U ttte has t*ien < lone, The s tate 0f the 
road is so bad os to deter visitors from 
Addis Ababa going out to spend the week 
end at the Woliso Hotel which was a 
popular diversion a year or so ago. 

From Woliso the road continues to 
Wolkite some 48 k slows, Parts are very 
had with ruts. Wolkite is the centre for 
the Western Gumge Country as well as 
bring a buying-place for muaa ensete fibre, 
which is used for making sacks ll is the 
terminus of the daily bus service of at least 
eight vehicles from Addis Ababa. These 
10-ton passenger*ci inverted diesels carry up 
to 50 people. There is a school and polios 
station at Wolkite, There is no European 

doctor 

After leaving Wolkite there is a stretch 
of tarmac for a few miles until near the 
top of the Onto Gorge Here an excellent 
view can be seen of the valley, about ci ght 
miles across and over 2,000 feet in depth. 
The road descends by gradual gradients 
into thick hash, the temperature getting 
hotter and hotter until the river is reached 


(189 kilom.). It is spanned by a metal 
bridge erected on the site of two earlier 
structures one built by the Italinns and 
demolished to check the British advance in 
1941 and the other built by the South 
African Army Engineers. This was not 
sujffh lentl) si rung I o take the heavy <11 osel 
lorries with safely, and was replaced by the 
Ethiopians in 1U45. The present structure 
was originally brought tu Ethiopia before 
the Italian occupation for spanning the 
Blue Nile. The approaches are still un¬ 
finished amt the bridge is unnaiuted. It 
would appear to have a carrying capacity 
of about 15 tons. The Ministry of Com- 
municatiuns maintain an armed guard on 
the bridge and since they are only paid at 
irregular intervals they have no scruples in 
"* touching " the Italian lorry drivers who 
cross the bridge for a small sum. The river 
forms the boundary between I he Shoa and 
Jimma Provinces, 

From the river the road winds up to 
Abaki, a small village consisting of sonic 
20 houses, mostly Hat ten-built (200 kilom.). 
There is a petrol pump, and good coffee can 
tie got at an Eritrean-run cafe. Mm h almn- 
doned Italian road-making material is lying 
about. 

From Ahalti the road skirts the edge of 
tin- Qmo valley westwards, passing Lhrough 
Cumbt village 1222 kilom.). where baskets 
of fruit—limes and bananas—arc sold to 
travellers by attractive maidens, who dis- 
play ihc correct amount of nudity to 
encourage clients to buy their wares, The 
road on tu Jimma turns south and follows 
the top of the east side of the valley of the 
Ghibbie river, a tributary of the Omo. It 
passes through Soct-oro village, where there 
is an attractive house, constructed by the 
Italians on ihe edge of a cliff with a view 
dt jw n t lie ri ver va 13c v, The road c l osses t he 
Ghibbie river by a stone bridge 47 kilom 
from Jimma. .Inst before Ihidubttna forest 
is reached a new village is in course of 
t i.ii'.L r ml thin by the Governor-General of 
Jimma. Jimma is reached al 35J kilom. 
The road from Woliso has deteriorated 
badlv in the past two years and the run¬ 
ning time now is eleven hours, making a 
total of fifteen-and-a-half hours from Addis 
Ababa sis compared to n maximum of ten 
hours two years ago. Deep ruts cut the 
mad Hf) at intervals and it is very dillleult- 
for a touring car to negotiate them without, 
either hitting the sump or knocking oft the 
si fencer. 

Jimma is the capital of the Province of 
that name, which stretches south as far as 


the Kenya border, a distance of over 
549 luloins. The town is divided into the 
European and the native portions. The 
native town is centred round the market 
and contains several hundred wattle and 
daub or mud-brick Ileuses. All business is 
clone in this area and the coffee if brought 
by mules or trucks and disposed of here. 
Then? Eire mosques, a cinema, Ac. The 
market day is on Fridays, when thousands 
of people dock from the surrounding 
countryside to buy and sell their wares. 
The European town was constructed 
entirely bv the Italians and housed 7,900 
Europeans, with an additional 5,000 Italian 
refugees from other parts of Ethiopia al 
the time of the British occupation in June 
1941. Including Lhe suburb of Jiren it 
numbered over 909 Government or para 
stiital buildings, ft contained two large 
cinemas, a hotel, a European brothel, shops, 
barracks, hospitals, and the main street 
with arcades and eafds. It lies in a basin 
and is an unhealthy spot. 

There are now twelve Italians living 
there and it is now in a pitiable condition. 
The houses rare mostly occupied by Ethio¬ 
pians whose standard of civilisation and 
living Is more suited to the grass hut. The 
gardens are neglected and the windows 
broken and window frames burnt. Many 
houses have fallen down through neglect. 
The public lavatories are blocked up with 
m ti feet high. The Governor-General 
has bought much of the town property him¬ 
self at very low prices and runs, with 
Italian labour, a restaurant, garage, saw 
mills. Ac., and has insisted that European 
merchants should occupy shops in the main 
streets. The whole place presents a sorry 
sight ami is a living example of whal 
happens when a native nuv tries In imitate 
European ways of living lx*fore il has 
reached the necessary standard of civilisa¬ 
tion. 

There are some 50 British-protected 
Arabs from the Aden protectorate—mostly 
Hudnunautis trading in Jimma. 3 spent 
several hours with them and they have 
little to complain about beyond the chaotic 
state of the Ethiopian laud laws, which 
meant that they would never get an answer 
nut of the Government on any question of 
laud. They were very frank and said that 
the corruption of the Governor-General and 
the Government employee* enabled one to 
bribe one's way out of any difficulties except 
land matters. They bitterly resented being 
classed by the Ethiopians as " Arabs along 
with the “ Yc menere,” who form a large 


group of coolies brought in In the Italians 
and who have assimilated themselves with 
the local Moslem Galta and have an even 
lower standard of living than they do. The 
H&drainaut community are well-to-do 
traders and are respected and proud of 
their British protection. The leader of the 
community is Saiyid Abdu Rahman 
Mahomed Bahroitn* who is the agent of 
Messrs. A. Basso. 

There are some twelve Indians in Jimma 
who are British Protected Persons, t hey 
deal in cotton piece-goods and yarns and 
have mostly been established for a number 
of years. Many are married to local Galla 
women, 1 had several conversations with 
them and they too complained about the 
chaotic stale of ihe Land Laws. One of (he 
Indian merchant had been incarcerated in 
prison because of a debt case brutighl by a 
Jimma Galla to whom he owed money. 1 
had already heard of this case in Addis* 
Ababa a ml on my instructions the merchan t 
hod lodged an appeal and demanded to be 
tried by the High Court in accordance with 
the Angio-Ethiopian Treaty of 1944. 
Paragraph IV. Further enquiries showed 
that the unfortunate Indian had not been 
given a chance to appear in court and 
judicious bribery on the part of the plain¬ 
tiff had secured his immediate arrest in ihe 
In j| h- that the other Indians would club 
together and [jay the debt—which, however, 
they were not prepared to do, Thanks to 
intervention by His Majesty 'a Embassy he 
has now been released on bail pending ihe 
hearing of the appeal in ihe High Court 
in the presence of a British judge. Every 
investigation indicated that the Jimma 
('ou rts are exceptionally corrupt. This was 
confirmed by Lieutenant Colonel Kerley, the 
British officer in charge of the Ethiopian 
police in ihe province, who gave me exam¬ 
ples of the corruption'- jl case in which 
the plaintiff had been a poor roan and (he 
defendant a rich tme could lx* deferred for 
any length of time, even five years or more; 
an Elliiopun police officer who sold rifles 
which had been recovered could avoid 
punishment by bribery of the judges which 
would result in postponements of the case 
to an almost indefinite length of lime. 

There was one Canadian missionary 
belonging to t he Sudan interior Mission in 
Jimma. She lives with two Americans in a 
newly-opened mission station. They de¬ 
liberately remain in ignorance of what goes 
on in (he town and Government and carry 
an with h small school. They live n* it wi re 
in another world. 











The oftk^r in charge of the provincial 
police is it British subject. Lieutenani- 
CoLonei Kerley. His wife was an Italian. 

I was much impressed by this officer, who, 
in addition to his difficult job hid gained 
the confidence of the Governor-General and 
acted as a sort of unofficial aide-de-tamp, 
He had travelled some 1,000 kiiom. by nmle 
in the rains all over his province visiting 
Ins police and appeared to be doing an 
excellent job under very difficult. conditions. 
He had lieen unable to get any pay for Ins 
men as the Jimma Treasury was dry, 
so he had recently spent fourteen days in 
Addis Ababa trying it) get money out of 
she icoverument and I am glad to say with 
some success. The money tame when the 
|xdite were very nearly five months in 
arrears. 

There were two British protected half- 
caste Sudanese in Jimma : the manager and 
Assistant manager of the branch of the State 
Bank of Ethiopia I saw them both and 
was impressed by their capacity. They 
were highly res pelted by the Arab business¬ 
men The branch they were in charge of 
did little business hut they were intensely 
proud that they had not a single had debt, 
All loans on property or security had been 
stopped ly the State Bank recently- 

I Lame across another British protected 
person, a Swahili* from Mombasa, who hail 
been recruited as a labourer on a sisal plan¬ 
tation near Kismayu prior to its cession to 
Italy and when the company running it 
went bankrupt had opted to remain in 
John land rather than be repatriated to 
Mombasa. Since then he had worked for 
the Italians and gradually drifted lo Jimma 
where he had settled down and married and 
Tind three small children He showed me 
with great pride some East African live 
cent pieces which he always kept to remind 
him of Mombasa. 

Ojazmach Mesdiu Si lush ie, the Governor' 
General of Jimnm province is a foxy indi¬ 
vidual. His wife, who for some years prior 
to her marriage to him was the mistress 
of an Italian officer, is a Galla from 
Lekemti tilth have a veneer of European 
ways. The t i^ivernnr-t leneral has contrived 
t h n mgh i h e of!ices c j f his I * not her, 1 lej ozmach 
Bezabeh, until recently Viet-Minister of 
the interior, to rim his province on the old 
feudal lines All the petty Governors and 
many of the important headmen have come 
with him from his former province. All 
that I met were men of the “old school." 


.Many persons I talked with complained 
•Lu me about the schemes of the Gmerner- 
GeneraJ, his latest being to buy a large 
plot of land aliout six acres for a sum of 
£5 just outside Jumna and to let out plots 
to traders, under a certain amount of com¬ 
pulsion, as well as offering Europeans in 
Jimma a plot rent free for thirty years. 
The new village, lying astride the main mad 
to Addis Ababa, is in a valley and the tiin 
her necessary for its const rue lion is taken 
from the forest nearby, A hotel for lorry 
drivers is to he put up and control jXists will 
entourage them to halt the night there and 
not in Jimnm. Everyone views the scheme 
as merely a whim on the part of the 
Governor-! ieneral to leave his name behind. 
When he goes, the plate will die a natural 
death. 

Another of the Governor-General's 
schemes is the conversion of art Italian 
meteorological station situated in Jiren., 
and in the middle of the Modem area, into 
a church, this was being opened on the 
anniversary of the Emperor’s coronation, 
and while I was camped near the road 
leading to it a corvee of hundreds of Galla 
were labouring on making the road. This 
Church can serve no real requirement and 
will merely annoy the Modem jxjpul&tion. 
But h mud* well on paper and in repolts* 
When the Governor-General goes, the 
Church will no doubt follow his new village 
into obscurity. 

I paid two"calls on the Governor-General 
and was courteously received by him. He 
told me be hoped to motor to the Kenya 
frontier beyond Maji in December and was 
taking the officer in-charge police with him. 
Oil arrival at Maji he would have supplies 
flown by air to the Maji landing ground 
which he would see was put in order. 

The Kantiba or Mayor of Jimma was 
unfortunately in prison in Addis Ababa 
He is an educated man whom I have known 
for sonic years. Recently, it appears, he 
too openlv expressed the opinion that the 
taxes collected from the people should be 
used for their lietterraent and not on motor 
cars for the members of the Central 
Government. 

The Sultan of Jimma, Aba Johir. was 
still m confinement in Addis Ababa. His 
people, having no love for the Amhara, had 
murdered many of RaslnmT* soldiera after 
his defeat by the Italians in 1936, and the 
Sultan was accordingly Sudd responsible 
The next step to his divestment of power 
has been to demand from him a land tax on 
bis land amounting to some £5,000 while he 
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is still in prison, Should hh sou. an 
Elhiopian-educated puppet in a “store 
suit, H not be able to raise the money, then 
the lands which have for generations been 
in the hands of the Sultans of Ji mm a will 
revert to the Government or be sold at a 
nominal sum to the Governor-General, 
There is a large former Italian hospital 
at J i ren, the suburb of J i mum. The Italian 
doctor At the time of my visit was in the 
depths of depression ns his Tigreiiu mis¬ 
tress had just left him. A new Austrian 
doctor and his wife had just arrived and 
within a week had made a name for himself 
as a surgeon The local Galla said the 
Italian just didn’t bother, This is the only 
hospital between Addis Ababa and the 
Kenya frontier on the west side, There 
are several dressing stations staffed by 
Ethiopian dressers but these are on the 
whole worse than useless and tend to do 
more hann than good. Malarin is prevalent 
in Jimma town but at Jiren. which is com 
siderably higher, there were no mosquitoes. 
We left Jimma ou 2oth October for 
Bong-a, which lies 120 kiiom. due south and 
is the '-aphid of the Kaffa province. The 
first IT kiiom of the road oat of Jimma is 
tanuadwdag far as a few miles beyond Saea 
Jimma village (market on Sunday) It runs 
through a thickly cultivated part as far as 
the forest of Belatta t Tinea. The read is 
fair and only tit for “ pick-ups “ or lorries. 
Farts have been metalled and in some cases 
stone-an bed bridges have been constructed 
bv the Italians—in others stone abutments 
exist but bush timbers in various stages of 
decay cover the gap. In Helatlu Chav a 
forest the road is very muddy and much 
overgrown. No attempt is made to clean 
out the ditches or keep under the bridges 
dear of undergrowth, the only maintenance 
being the tutting of the grass prior to the 
possible passing of the Governor-General, 
The forest is not wide at this point but still 
contains some fine trees and the remains 
of a sawmill where the Italians cut most of 
the wood for the construction of Jimma 
town. Just after passing the forest the vil¬ 
lage of Shake is reached (4J kiiom.) (market 
on Thursday), h. contains dome fifty mud 
houses and has a school, It is a picturesque 
long village with a wide street and large 
fig trees in the middle, According to the 
Italian guide-book it is “ notable for the 
beauty of its men and women '"—a point 
I was unable to substantiate, in fact 1 never 
saw such a filthy collection of people. 
There are a number of Yemeni Arabs estab¬ 
lished here who trade in smell shops. 


About fifty motor vehicles a year come from 
Jimma to collect the coffee* bides and skins 
which come in by mule from Kaffii and the 
surrounding districts, 

Frem Shake the road continues to descend 
and, after crossing n monotonous stretch of 
tall grass comtl ry, reaches the Gogeh Stiver 
1.70 kiloin.). The bridges are in some eases 
made from decavile track rails put up in 
IR44 by the British Rubber Unit Beneath 
one bridge on this stretch a complete set 
oE iron moulds for large concrete pijje* is 
abandoned in the stream. 

The Gogeh River forms ihe boundary 
between Jimma and Kaffir and was origin¬ 
ally spanned by a wooden bridge with wood 
on five concrete piers which was destroyed 
by the Italians in 16U. It was replaced 
in 1645 by a ferroconcrete construction 
which might take up to 15 tons, but is badly 
finished, The handrails, being of soft iron 
bars, have already been stolen. The river 
Ml is hot and sticky with vegetation. 
Gardomom grows wild in the vicinity 
The load rises through a belt of gi ‘ass 
country to the slopes of the hills where once 
ugain a cultivated area with many small 
villages is reached. L \ different atmosphere 
is noticeable ;md the villages, although 
containing many Amhara* have also 
miuiWs of a different type of native to 
those hitherto encountered* They are short, 
very black, wiLh round. snhl mg faces. Thev 
I'tin after the lorry waving and cheering 
and are very friendly. They are inter 
spersed with a few very light-coloured 
people. Both these types apparently repre 
sent the original inhabitants of Kaffa, One 
continues through the hilly country going 
west until the village of Ghimbi is reached, 
The whole area is one of cultivation, with 
patches of ua Hint I forest. There are 
numberless streams, and ramping sites are 
east to find From Ghimbi the road turns 
*uith ami Bonga cun be seen some 12 kilim, 
uwhy stretehing op a ridge. Wonderful 
views of the country present themselves at 
every turn and the villages are brightened 
by the scarlet of iannas left behind from 
some (talian garden. 

At one place a large caterpillar tractor 
whs seen Inside (hr road with a small hut 
built over ii to protect it It bad tun moved 
for nine years and would probably never 
move again. 

Bonga is a moat attractive village, stretch¬ 
ing for about two miles up a steep ridge. 
An abandoned Italian steam-roller stands 
at the bottom, where the read to the south 
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brunches oft. Ihe native houses sud 
market are th6 lowest, whili? the Italian 
houses, which onw housed ft white popula 
lion of 20b, ire al the top. T lie re are no 
Italians now in Bonga, The market con 
skt> of a lew ads on week-days, where 
not even an egg or a chicken can be 
obtained. An abandoned It a Han lorry 
chassis still remains in the market plate. 
The market at Boitga, held on Saturdays, 
attracts hundreds of native* front as far 
ns 40 fcUom. away. They buy, tell and 
batter food-fttttfk and earthenware pots, 
including a peculiar type for brewing 
coffee. It was interesting to note that 
a considerable quantily of diesel oil 
(naphtha) was sold in small quantities as 
lamp oil. Apparently the natives used it 
when the Italians left large dump,' of it 
lie hind. There was little of use outside 
the area to he had in the market and rny 
Amhara cook remarked, Jl These people have 
nothing of use in their market—they might 
be baboons for all there is here. Owing to 
the Government s insistence that all natives 
in towns s,haII be fully dressed, one no longer 
-el'- the picturesque grass skirts of lhe 
Ghimira and Kaffa natives. They are now 
covered with a piece of cloth on the top. 
It was carefully explained to me that the 
reason for the insistence was in rase i r-iv l l- 
lers should think Ethiopia was a primitive 
country. 

There is a police station and large school, 
which aggressively shim its capabilities 
hv repeating, ‘one, two, three, four. Jive, 
sis louder and louder as the tsuck 
approached. 

Seme miles out of Bonga there is one uf 
the oldest Roman Catholic Missions in 
Ethiopia, founded nearly 90 years ago. It 
was the first place where lea was success- 
fully grown in Ethiopia and is famous for 
its fruits and pineapples Now there are 
two Eritrean priests who act aft caretaker? 
and 1 understand the lea is overgrown and 

neglected. . 

The climate of Kaffa is remarkable, pruu 
ably owing to the forests. There is no real 
drv season and rain may fall at any season. 
The heavy rains run from Jane to October. 

A call was made on the Governor of 
Bonga, Fitarari Worku Alamu. a genth - 
roan of the old school, but dressed in a 
European suit Coffee was served by very 
hi ark and dirty snail boys, but there w^s 
onlv one spoon in the house and the 
Governor dearly lived in a primitive 
fashion, Amongst his crowd of very dark 
hangers-on was a small dwarf who waddled 


like a goose. Various excuses were given 
about the read in front of us and with a 
poor grace letters were furnished to the 
headmen of the villages to the south, 

There were two British-protected Arabs 
from the Aden Protectorate in Bonga. 
They appeared to have no troubles. A visit 
was paid to the Sudan Interior Mission, 
where there was one Commonwealth 
citizen from Canada with two American 
ladies, poorly housed in a native hut with 
a mud floor. They seemed to lead a rather 
miserable existence. They were looking 
after the cook's child as well as two others. 
They did not appear to have accomplished 
much, but were quite happy. 

Bonga was left on th October ami 
within 2 kilom. of leaving the main road at 
the steam-roller already referred to, the 
forest of Ghcccia is entered- From now 
onwards the road climbs sleeply in the 
forest. Camping places are very few and 
far between and all soiled by passing mule 
caravans. Very few vehicles use this 
stretch of road, not more than two a year. 
All the bridges have to be inspected before 
crossing and only those erected by the 
British Rubtar l nit from steel rails are 
generally safe No work whatever has been 
done on the road, the ditches are filled in, 
the culverts are all rotten and the grass 
grows ten feet high in places. The road in 
metalled and well made and aligned by the 
Italian*. It is 15 feet wide and cut out of 
the side of the hills, with a fairly stiff 
gradient. There are many streams flowing 
swiftly. Any traffic encountered is either 
porters or mules. Absolute security exists 
and two boys* of about twelve were given a 
lift who were quite happily walking two 
days to market with small bag? of grain on 
their hea da. No 1 ocal i nimbi tents whateve r 
were seen. They live in their own villages 
as a rule, in the depth of the forest, away 
from the roads. They have learned from 
hitter experience The villages on the high 
ground a re en 1 i rely Amha ra sett! eroeiits. A 
small area Geared round them provides 
their grain. On market days they do a 
ionsidecable trade with the local inhabi¬ 
tants in honey, coffee, &c. 1 he inhabit at lI> 
of these villages live entirely in an atmo¬ 
sphere of the times prior to the Italian 
occupation, There is the “ village t rier 
with his French railway guard s horn; the 
local soldier with his cartridge belt fllfej 
with old used and unused cartridge* of ftd 
dzen the village headman encountered oi‘ 
the road had Ms servants carrying his rifle 
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and another, who look his mule when he got 
off to salute us. had his French horn round 
his neck. 

There are no medical facilities and all 
that is done fur the people is the provision 
of a parrot-like school in the larger 
\ i llages. 

Travelling with our 3-tcrn lorry was a 
s U m bu s i ness. E vc ry cuI ve i t and h ri dge hail 
to be inspected and even then the vehicle 
broke several. People travelling with mules 
made better time. 

No produce seems to come out of the 
country beyond wild coffee, [licked by the 
local inhabitants in the forest, where it 
abounds, and the hides and skins of the 
animals who had died or been killed. In the 
forest movement is Impossible—the trees 
are not talk but the undergrowth is dense* 
and creepers hang down from the branches. 
No game was seen except a forest hog, which 
crossed the road in front of the lorry. 
Black and white coloured monkeys are 
plentiful. Birds were remarkable by their 
scarcity, but butterflies were numerous. 
Snakes ippcftr to be frequent and a dead 
python was seen beside tic- 1 road. 

The Ethiopian authorities seem to think 
they are maintaining the road by nutting 
the grass along it—no effort is made to 
clean out (he ditches or repair the culverts. 
A corvee was in force along the road and 
Lhe inhabitants of the village were cutting 
the grass, dearly in preparation for the 
passing of the Governor-General eu route 
to Map in December. The road serves no 
purpose in their economy, after all, mules 
can get along on a path—the strategical 
value of the road is beyond Ethiopian 
comprehension. 

From Bonga, the village of A web wash 
was passed, and still mounting and in the 
depths of the forest, Dembira was reached 
on 29th Oc.-loher <40 kilom. from Bonga), 
This sell lenient of a limit 25 houses in a 
clearing in the forest Wasted its parrot 
school* which could lie heard 51)0 yards 
away. Dent hi ra murks the end of K Jiff a 
and shortly after the district of Ghimira is 
reaibed. Owing to the increasing difficul¬ 
ties encountered with the rotten bridges 
and culverts, coupled with the very heavy 
consum.ptten of petrol (amounting to four 
miles to the gallon), and she terrific strain 
on the engine owing to continuous low gear 
work, it was decided not to proceed further. 

The return journey was made in slightly 
quicker lime, but as far ft* Bonga the same 
troubles were met with. Fresh bridges kept 
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breaking and on one occasion the vehicle 
lurched as it broke a culvert and 1 was 
thrown against a metal bar when standing 
up in the hick and broke two ribs. This 
led to an uncomfortable journey to AdJi:* 
Ababa and it was five days before 1 received 
proper medical attention. 

The results of the trip, apart from visit 
ing British subjects in outlying parts, 
showed very clearly the gradual deteriora¬ 
tion of the main road system in Ethiopia— 
the Jimma-Addis Ababa road, along which 
pass hundreds of tons of coffee annually and 
other trade goods had been so neglected, as 
to increase the running lime by 50 per cent, 
and make it almost impracticable for a 
Lou ri ug car to go. The secondary road from 
Jimma to llonga had also been neglected 
(but this road only carries about 30 vehicles 
a year and that number will soon he 
reduced) while from Bonga on to the south 
(Shew Ghimara-Maji) the road can be said 
tu be no longer a practical proposition for 
a lorry—although a light truck could get 
along, It is pathetic to see the wasting 
away of the Italian work—much of it in 
the towns, it is true, was cheap and tem¬ 
porary, but the engineering skill and the 
European labour put into these roads was 
of the highest order, hi some places the 
det aville track laid along a fresh alignment 
which the Italians were constructing when 
the war broke out is still in position, with 
the small tip trucks exactly as they were 
left. Hundreds of Ethiopians met wkh on 
the roods carried Italian army water bottles 
ami ith- village idiot at Shabe boasted --1 a 
good pair of Italian Alpini boots. The 
Governor-General of Jimma blandly ex 
cased himself for the condition of the roads 
by saying the Italians made them badly 

The telephone line runs from Jimma to 
Addis .Ababa but direct conversation is not 
practical. The Ethiopian Air Lines now 
maintain a weekly service to Jimma -the 
run way on the aerodrome has been length¬ 
ened to a kilometre and there is a Somali 
wireless operator in touch with the Ethio¬ 
pian Air Lines offices in Addis Ababa. 
Beyond Jimma there ifi no telephone or 
other communication except by runner. 
The Italian telegraph I itie to Banga ha* 
disappeared 

The adminbtnuicn in Jimma was cited 
as corrupt by every person with whom I 
broached the subject—not just merely 
oriental, hut notoriously corrupt—the [jetty 
Governor all being friends and former 
subordinates of the Govern or-General were 
said to be even worse, knowing quite well 
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that their jmtron was filling his pocket and 
would take no exception to their following 
soil. From what 1 saw of the establish 
mem maintained by the Governor of Bonga 
and the servants with the Amhafos I met 
on the road there waa little doubt that they 
have numbers of unpaid youths, w ho white 
not perhaps slaves, were part ami parcel of 
the household. It was significant that in 
tlie four days spent on the road beyond 
Bonga not :i single native of the country 
was seen—there was, it is true, absolute 
security on the road, hut 1 tan only imagine 
that as the Ambara settlements have ceased 
to rail! the Kaffa the latter have stopped 
murdering the Amharas encountered alone 
on the roads. 

People encountered, were on the whole 
well clothed—a particular type of white 
cotton blouse with outside pockets—turned 
out by the hum I teds on the sewing machines 
in Jtmimi market—was the fashion. They 
were fastened in must rases with a safety- 
pin, a few having buttons. 

The police in Kaffa were mostly the 
remnants of the unwanted soldiers from 
the Territorial army which the Ministry id 
War found difficulty in paying arid clothing 
—they caused considerable trouble in out- 
tying districts until they were incorporated 
in the polio* 1 force and under Brit ish officers 
in the various provinces they may in time 
he some use One of these police on luting 
refused permission twice to ride on Lhe 
embassy lorry solemnly spent twenty 
minutes copying down m paper in a 
lftlmrious fashion" 1 British Embassy from 
the door of the lorry. He, of course, did 
not realise the use of a number plate He 
n*i doubt thought I would lie frightened. 

The country in Kaffa can be described as 
lovely between the Gogeb river and Bonga, 
(here is much cultivation, with u back¬ 
ground of distant forest-clad hills making 
a most wonderful picture in tlie evening 
light. Beyond Bonga, the forest with its 
palm irws. running rivers and vistas down 
valleys at. b lie- road winds round, are magni¬ 
ficent. There is no cultivation in this part 
except round the settlements, There arc 
thousands of square miles of undeveloped 
country with a very high rainfall—no 
doubt potential food-growing areas of the 
future. Then the Italian-engineered road 
will come into ila own again and the motto 
still intact cut mi the rock beside the road 
near Dembira; " W H Re will not foe 
inappropriate, 


The climate was temperate, and every 
night at this season there was a heavy dew. 
Kaffa is reported to foe generally healthy, 
but the only doctors who have been there 
were during the Italian occupation. 
Jiggers abound in the inhabited areas. 

The vehicle used was a Bedford 4-wheel 
drive 3-Um type Q L. It was very powerful 
and magnificent in mud or in surmounting 
obstacles and getting out of broken bridges. 
On the whole it was loo heavy For the road 
in its present condition, Two boards, 
14 feet long and a foot wide an*] I inch 
thick were carried to assist, in crossing 
broken bridges. They were most useful. 
Thepetrol consumption from Addis Ababa 
to Jimrnn, 353 kilom., wo8 Jtiti litres. From 
Jimma to Dembira and return, 320 kilom,, 
was 210 litres, En spite of this gruelling 
test the only replacement necessary was one 
sparking plug. 

An Ethiopian police escort was taken. 
They were helpful in facilitating contact 
with the officials in the villages. They 
tended to bully outrageously any individual 
they had dealings with on the road who was 
not an Anihara, They were given :l dollar 
a dav ration allowance. They indulged 
freely in petty trade and bought snap from 
Addis Ababa which they sold for cash in 
Kaffn at a huge profit. 

An Ethiopian driver from the embassy 
stuff drove the lorry throughout the trip 
and the embassy Italian handyman was 
taken to effect minor repairs as it was con 
side rod essential since the vehicle was 
travel Ling alone, lie was most helpful in 
making adjustments to the engine as well as 
supervising the cooking of excellent spag¬ 
hetti. 

Mosquiuwnets were taken, hut not used 
on the trip. Prophylactic paludrine was 
taken on medical advice. 

All fllonii the i*>ad from Addis Ababa to 
Jimma and on till the boundary of Kalla 
wji.s reached the tendency for the popula¬ 
tion to move to villages was very noticeable. 
Many of the roadside villages had doubled 
in si*e m the past three years, and new huts 
were in process of being built. These 
villages mostly serve as collecting points 
for the produce from the hinterland. Most 
of these villages bar! established jjolice jkMs 
and (hare was a noticeable reduction in the 
number of unofficial soldiers of minor 
officials about, 

A com it touch was given to the last lap 
of the trip on teaching Addis Ababa when 
passing the Old Palace, a mile or so from 
ihe embassy, the truck was overtaken by a 


lorry in charge of police, full of a number 
of Ethiopian roaring drunk and Incapable, 
who had just been thrown out of the raw 
meat banquet being given that day by the 
Emperor lo minor officiate, I felt that 
after all ii was still perhaps a little prema¬ 
ture to compel the simple inhabitants of 
Raff a in cover up their grass shirt* and 
nakedness with cloth in the market l 

It is evident that the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment thehteelves are not entirely happy 


about the state of affairs in Kaffa A few 
days after my return to Addis Ababa. I 
was talking about ray trip with A to 
TaJTura Worq, the Private Secretery to 
ills Majesty. He asked me what were the 
servants of ihr officials in Kaffsi like? T 
replied those that I saw were very small 
and verv black 1 

A. T. CTJELE, 

His Majesty’s Consul 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF ETHIOPIAN CURRENCY AMENDMENT 

REGULATIONS 


.I//', LaiOilUs to Sir. Her in. 

(No. 117 U unliden tia I) A ddu A baba ? 

otk December, 1949, 

\ have the honour te report that the State 
Baun of Ethiopia issued a memorandum 
on 25th November to all exporters aud 
importers in Ethiopia, reminding them, 
inter alia, that from 11th December. 1949, 
100 per cent, of all foreign currencies 
earned must In? surrendered to tile State 
Bank, t'luis the ninety-day period of grace 
granted to exporter# earning Belgian and 
Swiss francs and American and Canadian 
dollars, during which they were required 
to surrender only 25 per cent, of these 
currencies, is brought to an end (see 
article 3 («) and (b) of the Currency 
Amendment Regulations enclosed in my 
despatch No. 9ff II of flih October). 

2. You will see from paragraph 2 of the 
enclosed copy of this memorandum that the 
State Bank has also issued regulations con¬ 
cerning the export of coffee. Hencefor¬ 
ward no [jermil will \y? granted for the 
export of coffee unless the merchant gives 
mi undertaking to surrender to the State 
Bank lhe full value of the coffee in Unite*:! 
states doll a re on the conclusion of the 
export transaction. This regulation is a 
simple device to augment the Government's 
small holding of United States dollars, and 
is designed to take the maximum advan¬ 
tage of the failure of the Brazilian crop. 

It will, unfortunately, have an adverse 
effect on Aden trade, for hitherto mer¬ 
chants in Ethiopia have consigned their 
coffee exports to Aden as the final point of 
destination. The coffee has then been 
cleaned, graded, repacked and exported 
from Aden to foreign markets. In this way 
Aden hits earned American dollars by sel¬ 
ling Ethiopian coffee, and it is under 
statutable that the Ethiopian authorities 


(Rectdwd 14 tk December) 

should not wish to continue losing their 
elm nee of earning American dollars from 
what is, after all, an Ethiopian product. 
The State Bank, is however, prepared to 
make an exception to this regulation, pro¬ 
vided it can lx* proved that the particular 
export of coffee consigned to a non.-dollar 
country is exclusively for that country’s 
internal consumption- rids is what is 
meant hy the reference to consideration of 
certain export* on a case by ease basis. 
The provision should safeguard the direct 
interest* of Aden and the Sudan, who have 
depended hitherto on Ethiopian coffee for 
their internal needs. 1 should, however, 
be interested to learn in due course whether 
these territories are in fact receiving the 
amounts of coffee they require, as I foresee 
certain difficulties in the application of the 
provision. 

3. As foreshadowed in paragraph 5 of 
my (Tumcery’s letter No. 230 55/49 of 
14th October, the State Bank has now 
openly confessed to such a shortage of 
Jibuti francs that trade Hi rough French 
Somaliland is likely to lie brought to a 
standstill (see paragraph 3 of lhe memo¬ 
randum), The warning that merchants 
will he granted far fewer Jibuti francs 
than formerly, or will even foe refused them 
altogether, has naturally aroused the 
suspicious and indignation of the French, 
The general manage i 1 of the Bun quo de 
I Indo-t hine has expressed the opinion 
that the Stole Bank is protending to l>c 
short of Jibuti francs in order to divert 
trade from the Jibuti Railway to the Addis 
Ababa Assab road route (see my Chancery 
letter No. 230 81 49 of 2nd December). 
But I know on good authority that the State 
Bank is in fed desperately short of Jibuti 
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fiama, which they arc able to acquire only 
by Liit* sale of I nited States dollars- 
4 The fourth paragraph of the memo¬ 
randum i> no more than a particular 
application of article 3 {c\ of the Currency 
Ausciidmens ttegoktuHi^ iviVnvii to ;in-wc 
and introdii'cs no new aspect of exchange 
control. Likewise the last paragraph is 
no mure than a badly drafted re hash of 
the regulations already published. The 
penultimate sentence is interesting in that 
it shows that the State Bank is already 
aware of one of the subterfuges adopted by 
men hauls to keep foreign exchange in 
their own or their agents’ hands, 

.i From this brief analysis of the state 
Rank s memorandum it seems clear that 
there is nothing in it to which we can take 
exception. It is, in fact, a laudable 
attempt on the part of the governor of the 
Bank to make the fullest use of Ethiopia's 
blender resources in order to remedy the 
adverse balance of trade and to make good 
the lack of foreign exchange. Until they 
have acquired foreign exchange by their 
Own efforts, the Ethiopian Government will 
be unable to curry out the few capital pro¬ 
jects necesaiy for the development of the 
country, for it is probably clear to them 
that they have little chance of being 
granted external Financial assistance from 
the International Bank unless they can 
produce good evidence that they are doing 
all they tan to help themselves. 

ft. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Hi s Excellency the Governor-General of 
the Sudan, their Kxiellendes the Governors 
of Aden and British Somali land, the head 
of the British Middle East Office, and the 
Chief Administrators at Asmara and 
Mogadishu j have ^ 

l) r W, LASCELLES. 


Enclosure in No, 18 
State B\nk of Ethiopia 

Memorandum to all Exporter* and 
im-fWhrt fa Ethiopia 

Addfa -I baba, 

2b?k \orembtr, 1949. 

Exporters and importers are reminded 
that pursuant in the Exchange Control 
llegubittons lCHI per cent proceeds of 
export* from Ethiopia must lie delivered 
to the State Bank fmm nth December, 
1949. and that the existing regulation* 
whereby 7j per cent, of the proceeds of 
exports to certain specified countries might 


remain at the free disposal of the exporters, 
will cease on iltli December, 1949 

Effective Uth December 1949. the State 
Bank will not grant permits for the export 
of coffee from Ethiopia except against tin 
undertaking that the full value of the ex¬ 
po rL will lje surrendered to the State Bank 
in t nited States dollars Certain excep* 
Lions on a case 4 iy-case basis will be con¬ 
sidered if the exporter can demonstrate 
that k proved shipment is to meet, die 
demand of an existing consumer market in 
the country to which the export is destined, 
This regulation is considered necessary and 
desirable in view of the fact that our in¬ 
vestigations indicate that the great bulk of 
Ethiopian coffee exports find their way 
ultimately to the t nited States market. 

Exporters and importers are reminded 
that Djibouti francs are scarce in the State 
Bank a! the present time and that it may 
1 h? necessary to reduce considerably or to 
reject requests for Djibouti francs to cover 
transport and other charges in Djibouti. 
Under these cireuraatanceSj merchant* will 
want to outsider the desirability of 
directing their shipment through alternate 
ports where exchange may be more readily 
available. 

to:purlers are reminded that the privi¬ 
lege of retaining 7'> per cent, of the 
proceeds of export docs not apply in the 
cane of exports to Djibouti and that lbo 
per cent, of the proceed* of such exports 
effected since introduction of the Exchange 
Control Regulation* must lie surrendered 
to the bank immediately. 

Importers are reminded that the pro¬ 
vision of Exchange Regulations requiring 
the stir render of foreign exchange to the 
Slate Bank means ihnt this foreign ex¬ 
change must be turned over to the bank as 
soon it is earned. The six months pro¬ 
vision in the regulations merely set* up a 
dale beyond which the exporter becomes 
obligated to the State Bank for the foreign 
exchange, even though collection from the 
foreign customer may not have teen 
effected. The Slate Bank will not issue 
export certificates when it is apparent that 
abnormal credit terms are being made 
available to the foreign purchaser solely as 
a means of delaying lhe foreign exchange 
payments lo the State Bank, This is par¬ 
ticularly true with respect to perishable 
goods, which arc normally sold on cash 
terms, 

Govmumjb, 

State Bank of Ethiopia, 


* 







































